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WHY WE LOVE

Pesach

By Rabbi Fabián Werbin

One of the questions I like to ask the
b’nai mitzvah students when we first
meet is, “What is your favorite Jewish holiday?” I do not keep track of the
answers received but I am sure of two
things. 1) So far nobody has answered
Ninth of Av. 2) Hanukkah and Pesach
are the two top choices. After inquiring a
little more, I find out that in many cases
Hanukkah is chosen
because of the presents.
When I ask why do you
like Pesach, the answer
is… I do not know…
The food, the Seder, the
family gathering together, the afikoman…
There are so many
reasons to love Pesach
that it is difficult to find a definitive one.
All of it is great.Yes, including the cleaning. What other religion has anything
similar? Cleaning like crazy for days,
moving furniture around, changing the
utensils in the kitchen for only eight
days, searching with a candle for missing pieces of bread, cooking for an army,
opening the door in the middle of the
dinner… This is really unique and it is
ours. I am sure that all the dedication
and effort we invest for this festival has a
great, meaningful, physical and spiritual
reward.

A Sign Upon the Houses
We gather with families and friends to
celebrate our freedom. As we sit together
around the table on the nights of Pesach,
I always reflect on the story of our liberation. There is a verse that it is sometimes misunderstood, probably because
of Hollywood. We read in Exodus 12:13
“And the blood will be for you for a sign
upon the houses where
you will be, and I will
see the blood and skip
over you, and there will
be no plague to destroy
[you] when I smite the
[people of the] land of
Egypt.”
Rashi, the traditional
commentator of the Torah, enlightens us with his interpretation:
“And the blood will be for you for a
sign.” Rashi explains: [The blood will be]
for you a sign but not a sign for others.
From here, it is derived that they put the
blood only on the inside. “And I will see
the blood” Rashi explains: [In fact,] everything is revealed to Him. [Why then
does the Torah mention that God will
see the blood?] Rather, the Holy One,
blessed be He, said, “I will focus My attention to see that you are engaged in
My commandments, and I will skip over
you.”
continued on page 2
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FROM THE CLERGY continued from page 1
What a great explanation by Rashi! Yes, we are busy before,
during, and after Pesach. We feel that feeling we cannot explain
to others with words, why it is so special. Is it the food, is it the
Seder, is it the family gathering together, is it the afikoman?
Maybe the reason is that we are engaged with the commandments. If that is the case, God may see us in sharper focus
and we can become partners with God and rejoice for our
freedom one more time. n

Congregational Seder
The Congregational Seder, conducted by Rabbi Werbin, will
be held on Saturday, March 31, at 7:00 pm in the Bender
Social Hall.
I/We would like to make the following reservations:
_____Adults and Teens @ $47 		

$________

_____Nonmember Adults and Teens @ $57 $________
_____Children 7-12 @ $27 		

$________

_____Children 2-6 @ $18		

$________

_____Children under 2

		

no charge

Total Due $________
Adult Name(s)____________________________________
Please list children’s/teens’ names and ages ___________
________________________________________________
						
Phone __________________________________________
Email ___________________________________________
Number of vegan entrees _________
Food Allergies? ___________________________________
Please try to seat us/me with _______________________
________________________________________________
Reservations must be accompanied by a check and sent to
Beth El, Attn: Seder. Reservations are limited and due by
Wednesday, March 14, or the first 150 people, whichever
comes first.
No refunds or phone reservations!

March B’nai Mitzvah
March 3: Matthew Shubin (Havdalah)
March 10: Alexandra Isaac and Benjamin Kessel
Max Lovinger (Havdalah)
March 17: Pearl Hoffman-Byer and Micah Wagner
March 24: Molly Chud

What We Do When We Light Sabbath Candles
By Elliot Wilner

How did the custom of Sabbath candles start? A better translation of ner
shel Shabbat might be “Sabbath lights”
or, better yet, “Sabbath light.” What
is important is not the candle or the
flame, but the light. What, exactly, is the
connection between “light” and “Sabbath”? Let us consider the socioeconomic situation of the Jewish people
two thousand years ago. Candles were
uncommon, even oil for a lamp was a
luxury, and most families would generally eat their evening meal before sundown. During the shorter days of the
year, they would eat in darkness. The Sabbath day, however, was a day of celebration
and even poor people would
splurge by purchasing oil for
the lamp so that they could
eat their meal in comfort and
dignity. That is the origin of
the custom. What about the
number of candles? The blessing is in the singular: “Blessed
are you…who has commanded us to kindle the light of
the Sabbath.” One is actually
sufficient, but traditionally the
number is two (referring to
the Torah’s two versions of the Fourth
Commandment, one in Exodus and
one in Deuteronomy) or more (one for
each member of the household).

Rules and Traditions

There are both halachot or rules pertaining to the Sabbath candles, and
aggadot or traditions that have become
associated with the Sabbath light.
Kindling the Sabbath light is customarily done by the woman of the
house since the ritual is intimately associated with family life. Most birchot
ha’mitzvot, blessings recited in conjunction with the performance of mitzvot,
are recited before the associated act.
The b’rachah for the Sabbath light is

anomalous in that the act precedes the
b’rachah. Why? Once the woman has
pronounced the b’rachah she has, ipso
facto, accepted the arrival of the Sabbath
and she is not permitted to kindle any
light. So, in this case, the b’rachah follows the act. That is the halachic reason
why the woman will cover her face as
she recites the b’rachah – to maintain
the fiction that the light was kindled
only after her b’rachah (that is, as if she
is seeing the light for the first time).
There is another explanation, relying on an aggadah, which I find philo-

Life Cycle
Circles

Sabbath day itself has always been considered by the rabbis as “a taste of the
world to come,” and the light
kindled for the Sabbath is, by
that same reckoning, a sample
of the primordial light that
awaits the righteous in the
“world to come.” The woman
of the house covers her eyes
because it is not yet her time
to bask in that light. A beautiful aggadah, and affecting, no?

Beyond 613

sophically very powerful, pertaining
to the custom of the woman covering
her face while reciting the b’rachah.
Remember that in the account of
creation, as told in the first chapter of
Genesis, God’s first act was the creation of light; yet it was not until the
fourth day that he created the sun and
the moon. What, then, became of the
first light, the primordial light, which
henceforth would not be needed for
mankind? The midrash tells us that
God “concealed” the primordial light,
placing it in a heavenly place where it
would be reserved for righteous individuals when they depart this world
and arrive in the “world to come.” The

All of the mitzvot, positive
and negative, 613 in all, are
understood to be derived
from the Torah. But where
in the Torah do we find any
mention of kindling a light to mark
the beginning of the Sabbath? Well,
we don’t; this mitzvah was actually ordained by the rabbis of the mishnaic
era. It is one of seven mitzvot – over
and above the 613 derived from the
Torah – that are designated as mitzvot
d’rabbanan, rituals that were considered
by the rabbis to be so fundamental to
Jewish observance that they were to be
treated as if they were derived from the
Torah.
The Sabbath is God’s creation and
will occur every week, candle or no
candle, but by the act of lighting a
candle, we become partners with God
in the creation of the Sabbath. n
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You Don’t Get A Lasagna:
Mental Illness and Synagogue Life
By Katie Smeltz

When Natalie Merkur Rose was a child, a cancer diagnosis
was whispered. Now it’s out in the open and those who are
affected are supported. Synagogue members visit, pray for
them, bring them a lasagna. Natalie suggested that it is now
time that mental illness and other disabilities in our Jewish
communities come out into the open to be supported in the
same way.
On Shabbat morning, February 3, Natalie, JSSA director
of Jewish community outreach, spoke from the bimah for
Jewish Disability Awareness and Inclusion Month. Her moving speech included vignettes on isolation and connection
within families and individuals with mental health and other
challenges within our faith community.
As one woman she cited said, “For me the most painful
part of my illness was the feeling of disconnection. A supportive faith community would have helped me feel that I
was connected to something bigger than my own feelings of
worthlessness and hopelessness.”
Natalie suggests three actions: educate, pray, and listen.
Educate - We need to educate ourselves and our youth
about mental illness. We need to be able to recognize warning signs and strategies. We need to make information on
mental illness and community resources available in public
places at shul. We can collaborate with other groups. On
February 18, behavioral health organization Cornerstone
Montgomery presented at the Beth El Men’s Club breakfast.
Pray - Every Shabbat we recite a healing prayer. Let’s
include - aloud or privately - those with mental illness and
their families.
Listen - Let‘s ask individuals and families how the shul
can help: a visit, a call, something specific rather than a general offer of help.
Autism, though not a mental health issue, is another issue
Natalie addressed. She shared that at another synagogue, a
teenage boy with verbal outbursts attends services regularly.
“The congregation has adapted to his calling out, with role
modeling by the clergy, and no one bats an eye anymore. He
is considered as another member of the congregation, enthusiastically and exuberantly participating.”

Knowing that we are not alone is a basic human need.
We need others to talk to, to learn from, to cry with, to
scream with, to rejoice with, and to understand us.
Ellen Levin, a JSSA synagogue liaison, is available to discuss mental health and complicated family issues (see the
Scroll, June 2017). Her phone number is 301-610-8332 and
her email is elevin@jssa.org. She can suggest strategies and
resources for ongoing support at JSSA and elsewhere. Another good resource is the National Alliance on Mental Illness. This organization educates and supports those affected
by mental illness.
Beth El’s B’ruchim Habaim Committee has as its mission
to welcome and accommodate people with disabilities and
their families in our synagogue and in the Jewish community. The B’ruchim Habaim committee, whose chairperson
is Andrea Golden, in collaboration with the Mental Health
Professionals’ affinity group, chaired by Laura Primakoff,
chose mental health as this year’s focus. If you have any
concerns about full inclusion in our community of a family
member with special needs or disabilities or if you would
like to join the committee, please contact Andrea.

Our community, like many others, has been intensely
touched by teen suicides. Ninety percent of adults and teens
who die by suicide had an underlying mental illness. Depression is the leading cause of disability worldwide. One in
five adults in America experiences a mental illness. We can
help them.

For more information, please contact Ricardo Munster at rmunster@bethelmc.org or 301-652-8569, ext.
316.

How We Can Help
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Adult B’nai Mitzvah Class 2018/2019
Join Rabbi Fabián Werbin this
fall for the next Adult B’nai
Mitvah class. The class will offer an opportunity for adults
of all walks of life to learn the
skills to be called to the Torah.
The class culminates with an
Adult B’nai Mitzvah Shabbat,
where class members will
read from the Torah and help lead the congregation in prayer.
Classes will take place on Sundays at 10:00 am. We
will learn everything from prayer to theology, from
holidays to life cycle, from Jewish texts to cantillations. This is a great opportunity to strengthen your
Jewish identity, so please join us.

Interfaith Study of the Book of Ruth
By Donna Vogel

Four chapters, four weeks. Timeless themes of foreignness
leading to Jesus, includes Tamar and Rahab as well as Ruth,
and loyalty. The origin of an ancient lineage central to both
key women who had issues of social status (Matthew 1: 1-5).
Judaism and Christianity. What could be a better text for
In the practices and customs of the ancient world, we sought
interfaith study than the book of Ruth? Over the course
lessons for our own lives.
of four Wednesdays, about two dozen congregants, roughly
Rabbi Harris commented, “Roy and I have a wonderful
equally divided across Beth El and Saint Mark Presbyterian
friendship. Being able to share our mutual love of the Bible,
Church, met at the church to study this book together. Rab- our perspectives from different traditions and invite others
bi Harris and Pastor Roy Howard
into these discussions is very ex(with a special guest appearance
citing. I am looking forward to
by Associate Pastor Shelby Haour next sessions together.”
rasty) alternated the lead for the
Pastor Howard concurred,
sessions, opening with a dialogue
saying, “I am so grateful for the
that was quickly enriched by
opportunity to study sacred
comments and questions from the
scripture with Christians and
group.
Jews. It deepens our understandAt times, we explored grand
ing of our sacred scripture but
questions, such as how is the book
just as importantly it creates a
religious if it scarcely mentions
deeper bond between our conGod? At other times, we probed
gregations and helps form lasting
deeply into particular words of
friendships. It’s a delight for pasRabbi Harris and Pastor Roy Howard lead the
the text, looking for implications discussion. Photo by Emily Koo
tor and rabbi to engage the text
of word choice. We sought parallels and contrasts with other together and for the participants to join in lively conversaparts of the Hebrew or Christian Bibles. For example, we all tion. I’m looking forward to our next study.”
honor Ruth and Naomi as the foremothers of the House
We ended looking forward to studying together in the
of David but render the genealogy differently. The Hebrew
future. Watch for news here and in the weekly announcetext lists only men (Ruth 4:18-22). The Christian genealogy, ments if you would like to be part of the next group. n

Adult B’nai Mitzvah
By Erica Edelman

Rabbi Werbin’s note: On Shabbat January 20, Parshat Bo, 10
adults participated in the Adult B’nai Mitzvah ceremony. After the
completion of a year and a half of study led by other teachers and
myself, they were called to the Torah and read beautifully from the
scroll as well as the Haftorah.The following d’var Torah was delivered byErica as a reflection on the class.
One and a half years ago, when I told my children that I
was embarking on this bat mitzvah journey, my son Avi said,
“But Great-grandma Esther was 99 when she had her bat
mitzvah.You have several decades to play with. What’s the
rush?”
Who are the 10 of us that sit on the bimah today? We
are a diverse group. Some of us come from different cultures
and countries. Some were born Jewish. Some were not.
Some went to Hebrew school and some did not. We have
grown children or small children or no children. Some of us
are musical and some cannot carry a tune.
So what draws us together? What was the motivation for

a commitment to study at this nontraditional age and stage?
We wanted to keep our minds active and forge new synapses
in the central nervous system. We wanted to demonstrate
that learning is a life-long pursuit. But more than that, our
classes on the topics of Israel, life cycle events, Jewish history,
cantillation, holidays, Torah, Tanach, and theology instilled in
us a sense that we have been given a magnificent and richly
layered gift. The body of knowledge that we dabbled in
spans thousands of years and crosses oceans and continents.
And it is ours to unwrap and unpack and absorb and appreciate. What a treasure!
We learned Hebrew, the language of our people. We
learned about prayer. We learned the beautiful and soothing
melody of the Torah trope. And how awe inspiring that the
portion we chanted is sung in shuls all over the world on
this Shabbat.

Lessons and Inspirations

We learned to draw comfort, understanding, and hope from

continued on page 14
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Making a Tallit
By Naomi Kales

For 24 years and counting, CongregaEach and every one of us got to choose
tion Beth El has offered a Tallit Workthe layout of our stripes and what
shop to upcoming b’nai mitzvah. This
fabric we wanted where, down to the
workshop provides the opportunity for nitty-gritty details of how far apart we
b’nai mitzvah to sew their own tallit
wanted our stripes to be. After sewing
with the help of generous volunteers.
on the stripes, we attached corners and
I had the chance to take part in this
then affixed atarot. It was amazing how
workshop along with a small
group of my peers, and it was
amazing.
The class was eight weeks
long, meeting on Thursday
evenings in Bender Social Hall
for cutting and sewing. Before
sewing, however, we first took
a shopping trip to G Street
Fabrics in Rockville, where we
picked out our own materials - from the base fabric, to any Showing off our tallitot
and all ribbon or fringe adornments we quickly a tallit became recognizable as
may want. With so much choice, and
such.
everyone’s personal taste, it was a guar- Personal Touches
We were able to order our atarot to be
antee that each tallit would be unique
embroidered and picked what color the
and special to the person.
thread would be, what font we wanted
Once we had all our materials, we
met the following week at Beth El and to use, and, most special of all, what
text would be written on our atarot. I
began the real work. We first cut the
chose a passage from my Torah porbase fabric to size and hemmed all the
edges or, for some, pulled fringe. Then, tion (coming up in April) that seemed
especially appropriate to my personalwe sewed on stripes of many colors.

Award-Winning Children’s Books

The Association of Jewish Libraries
recently announced the 2018 Sidney
Taylor Book Awards for children and
young adults, and many are already in
our collection. They include:
For Young Readers:
The Language of Angels by Richard Michelson - how the Hebrew language
was reinvented
For Older Readers:
Refugee by Alan Gratz- stories of three
refugee children: WWII, Cuba, Syria
The Six-Day Hero by Tamar Stein- many
types of heroes in the Six Day War of
1967
Honor Books for young readers:
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Yaffa and Fatima: Shalom, Salaam by
Fawzia Gilani-Williams
Drop by Drop: A Story of Rabbi Akiva by
Jacquline Jules
Notable Books for young readers:
Yom Kippur Shortstop by David Adler
Under the Sabbath Lamp by Michael
Herman
Big Sam: A Rosh Hashanah Tall Tale by
Eric A. Kimmel
The Knish War on Rivington Street by
Joanne Oppenheim
Ruth Bader Ginsburg: The Case of R.B.G.
vs. Inequality by Jonah Winter
So, the next time you are looking for a
book to read to your children, stop by
the library and check these out.

ity. Some people also had their corners
embroidered with stars, hamsas, trees of
life, and even cats!
At the final class of the workshop,
we had the memorable experience of
tying our own tzitzit. The purpose of
the tallit is to have a garment to affix
the tzitzit, so the last step of
the process was the most important one. Mrs. Fine came in
and shared with us the meaning of the tzitzit and how the
number of knots and the word
tzitzit helps to remind us of
the 613 mitzvot. We tied knots,
wrapped, tied, and wrapped
again, until we finished our
tallit and were able to see the
well-earned finished product.
Every single person’s tallit looked
different and beautiful in its own way.
The Beth El Tallit Workshop was one
of the best and most meaningful Jewish
experiences of my life so far, and I am
glad to have taken part in it. n
Note:Want to make a tallit? The 2018
workshop will be on Thursday evenings
from after Thanksgiving through January.
Look for signup information in September
in the Scroll and on the listserv.

Beth El Book Chat
Sunday, April 22, noon-1:00 pm
Join us to discuss Waking
Lions by Ayelet
Gundar-Goshen,
a fast-paced Israeli novel about
moral choices,
blackmail, and
immigrants. For
more information, please
contact Margery London or Robin
Jacobson.

Library Corner
Brave Like Queen Esther:
Celebrating Activism in Jewish Children’s Books
By Robin Jacobson

Jewish texts and stories, however ancient, often seem eerily
relevant to present-day events. This year, the Purim story
reads like a newly reported sexual harassment scandal. Beauty pageants! Powerful men demeaning women! Even Queen
Esther feels like a modern heroine. Like the women in the
#MeToo movement, Esther broke silence, revealed her secret, and used her voice to protect others.
For children, no matter what they know or don’t know
about recent headlines, Esther’s bravery is a valuable takeaway from the Purim story that can continue past the holiday. Try reading books with your kids that celebrate brave
girls and women. The six exceptional picture-book biographies described below memorably introduce some inspiring activists. Ask the kids how these people are like/not like
Queen Esther.

Ruth Bader Ginsburg

Two beguiling books – Ruth Bader
Ginsburg:The Case of R.B.G. vs. Inequality by Jonah Winter and I Dissent: Ruth Bader Ginsburg Makes Her
Mark by Debbie Levy – tell the story
of Justice Ginsburg’s struggle to become a lawyer despite discrimination
against Jews and women. Although
sexual harassment persists, it is still hard to imagine that
Ginsburg had to study in the bathroom at Cornell University to avoid the social stigma attached to girls who studied
openly. Even as a student at Harvard Law School, Ginsburg
could not enter the Law Library periodical room, which was
open only to men.
While a law school professor in the 1970s, Ginsburg
directed the influential American Civil Liberties Union
Women’s Rights Project, overseeing and arguing Supreme
Court cases protesting the unequal treatment of women and
men. Recognized as one of the nation’s leading lawyers, she
became a court of appeals judge and then a Supreme Court
Justice.

tions and draconian rules (pricking
your finger and bleeding on cloth
could cost you your job), Lemlich
led what was then the largest walkout of women workers in United
States history. By the time the
strike ended, hundreds of bosses
agreed to shorter workweeks and
higher salaries and allowed their
employees to form unions. Emboldened, workers across the
country began to strike too, leading to improved conditions
in American workplaces.

Golda Meir

Goldie Takes a Stand: Golda Meir‘s
First Crusade by Barbara Krasner
is a fun introduction to Israel’s
fourth prime minister, focusing on
Golda Meir’s childhood in Milwaukee after her family emigrated
from Kiev. Nine-year-old Goldie
organized her school friends into the American Young Sisters Society to raise money to buy textbooks for classmates
who couldn’t afford them. When the girls’ pennies proved
insufficient, Goldie decided to “think bigger.” She persuaded
the owner of a large hall to donate his space for a fundraising gala.

Emma Lazarus

A beautiful pair of books – Emma’s
Poem:The Voice of the Statue of Liberty by Linda Glaser and The Story
of Emma Lazarus: Liberty’s Voice by
Erica Silverman – celebrate an
early advocate for American immigrants. Born into a privileged,
wealthy Jewish family in New York
City, Emma Lazarus nonetheless
dedicated herself to Russian Jewish immigrants housed in
Clara Lemlich
miserable conditions on Manhattan’s Ward‘s Island, teaching
Brave Girl: Clara and the Shirtwaist Makers’ Strike of 1909 by
classes and advocating for better housing, food, and sanitaMichelle Markle presents the inspiring tale of Clara Lemlich, tion. The experience inspired her to pen the immortal poem
a young Jewish immigrant sweatshop worker in New York
imagining the Statue of Liberty as the “Mother of Exiles”
City’s garment industry. Infuriated by filthy working condiwelcoming refugees to America. n
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Men’s Club
Save the Date
Men’s Club of Congregation Beth El
presents the

46th Annual Kavod Awards
Sunday, March 18, 9:45 am
2 Nisan 5778
in the Bender Social Hall

Honoring

Bill Kanter

for Service to Beth El

UPCOMING MEN’S CLUB EVENTS
Thursday March 1, 8:30 pm Hearing Men’s Voices.

TBD

Sunday, March 4, 10:00 am David Siegel, chief

executive officer of ELNET Israel and Beth
El Scholar-in-Residence, will discuss “Multidimensional Diplomacy: Israel and Europe.”
Sunday, March 11, 10:00 am Seaboard Regional
Meeting
Sunday, March 18, 9:45 am Kavod Awards
Sunday, March 25, 10:00 am , Elliot Wilner who will
discuss “The Future Passover,” which will explore and
discus Messianic references in the Haggadah.

Sponsor a Kiddush
Celebrate a special day or remember
a loved one by sponsoring a kiddush
on a Shabbat or festival when there is
no bar/bat mitzvah. Hospitality kiddush sponsorships run $350, $450,
or $525, depending on menu, and
include up to 15 of your own guests plus the congregation.
Available dates in the first half of 2018 are March 31 and
April 1 (first and second days of Pesach), April 6 and 7 (seventh and eighth days of Pesach), May 20 and 21 (first and
second days of Shavuot), June 23, and June 30. To sponsor a kiddush or to obtain more information and menus,
contact Shoshannah Freilich at least two weeks prior to the
kiddush you wish to sponsor.

Jerry Herman
for Service to the
Jewish Community

All are welcome. Cost is $20 per adult.
RSVP by March 13 or pay at the door.
Name ____________________________________________
Email _____________________ Phone _________________
___ # Attendees @ $20 Total Enclosed $_______
Mail checks payable to Men’s Club to Congregation Beth El,
8215 Old Georgetown Road, Bethesda, MD 20814
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Catering Scheduler Needed
Sisterhood Catering Committee is looking for someone to
be our twice-yearly scheduler. Our long-time scheduler,
Amanda Ford, is stepping down. This job entails receiving
the list of upcoming b’nai mitzvah students around August
and December and making a spreadsheet. The content for
each week will be which volunteer is responsible, which
families are responsible, the name of the student, and any
information we might need. Please contact Shoshannah
Freilich or Amanda Ford for more information.

Sisterhood
Cooking It Forward
By Kathy Sklar

Eat In Good Health, the Beth El/Zhava Community Cookbook
ence. I have already gotten a few of these messages and deis making its way into many kitchens. We hope you are
livered a few myself. It is flattering and appreciated. When
opening it up, leafing through it,
I emailed Danielle Sultan and told
reading the notes, and starting to
her how much we enjoyed her red
cook. When you do, you will discovlentil vegetable and barley soup she
er many new and wonderful recipes.
was so pleased that she sent me anYou will also learn a little bit about
other recipe! I reached out just to
the background of each one: whose
say thanks, and I got a new recipe
grandmother originally cooked it,
in return. Who knows who else you
what vacation it was “discovered”
will meet and what you will learn
on, who has a special trick so it alwhen you “cook it forward.” It is
ways comes out perfectly, how to
very easy and gratifying to do.You
adapt it for different occasions and
will find most of the contributors
dietary restrictions, and more. In that
listed in the Beth El directory. Look
Sharing recipes and ideas at the Sisterhood
way, you learn about the contribuup their email, write a note, and hit
Koffee
Klatch.
Photo
by
Mitchell
Solkowitz
tor, even if you never met him or her
“send.” At the least, we will cook up
before. The community of this cookbook truly comes to life.
our own melting pot of shared experiences, and it will be
So how do you “cook it forward?”You know how to
delicious.
sauté, bake, roast, and knead. Is this a new skill to master?
You can purchase the cookbook in the Sisterhood JudaiHappily, it is very easy and does not require any additional
ca store, in the Beth El office, and at many synagogue events.
learning or gadgets, just a moment of your time (not thyme). You can also order a copy online at www.bethelmc.org/
After you cook, serve, and enjoy your meal, tell the recipe
sisterhood/cookbook. Shipping is also available; the cookcontributor. It is fun to reach out and share your experibook makes a terrific gift! n

Support the Torah Fund Campaign!
With a $180 donation to the Torah Fund, you will receive
this year’s beautiful pin. A sample pin is on display in the
Beth El office. The pin, reflecting the theme for this year,
has the phrase mah tovu, which means how good. Please
contact Sally Ehrlich at 301-652-9385 or salehrlich@yahoo.
com to make your donation. Please make your check out
to Torah Fund for your tax-deductible contribution.
We also have some wonderful Torah Fund cards for
many different occasions. The cards are $4 each. Stock up;
they are great to have on hand. Your contributions to the
Torah Fund help provide scholarships for students at the
Jewish Theological Seminary and related Conservative
educational institutions in New York, Los Angeles, Argentina, Jerusalem, and Potsdam, ensuring our legacy for
future generations.

Reminder: Women’s Seder
Sunday, March 11, 5:30 pm

UPCOMING SISTERHOOD/ZHAVA EVENTS
Tuesdays March 6, 13, 20, 27, 6:30 pm Mah Jongg
Sunday March 11, 5:30 pm Women’s Seder
Tuesday March 13, 7:30 pm Rosh Chodesh: It’s a

Woman’s Thing

Thursday March 15, 7:30 pm Kesher Nashim meeting
Friday March 16, 9:00 am Challah Baking Workshop
Sunday March 18, 10:00 am Zhava Meditation Session

with Hazzan Fradkin

Zhava Meditation Session
with Hazzan Fradkin

Sunday, March 18, 9:45-11:30 am
Join us in the Zahler Social Hall! All you
need is a yoga mat and the need for
peace of mind. RSVP to Ilana Tanowitz.

For reservation availability, please email
sisterhoodevent@bethelmc.org.
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Café Pesach

Tired of eating in every night of the holiday?
Come enjoy a delicious meal at
Beth El followed by the
Shir Yachad Musical Service at 7:30 pm

Friday, April 6, 6:30 pm
Paid reservations for Café Pesach are due by
Wednesday, March 21
RETURN TO SYNAGOGUE OFFICE
8215 Old Georgetown Road, Bethesda, MD 20814

Please make checks payable to Congregation Beth El

Family name(s)__________________________________
________________________________________________
Phone___________________________________________
# Member adults and teens @$25 ___ Total $_____
# Nonmember adults @ $28 ___ Total $_____
# Children (ages 6-12) @ $12 ___ Total $_____
# Children (ages 2-5) @ $8 ___ Total $_____
Total due $_______ Maximum charge per member
household (immediate family members living in the
same house) is $74.
Number of vegan entrees _____
Food allergies ___________________________________
Please try to seat me/us with _____________________
________________________________________________

Selling of the Chametz
During the week of Passover, it is forbidden, according to
Jewish tradition, to eat chametz or even to own the chametz
that has been put away in your home. Therefore, we annually
observe the custom of Mechirat Chametz, selling the chametz
to someone who is not bound by Jewish law. If you would
like to have Rabbi Harris sell your chametz, please mail this
form so that it is received by 9:00 am on Friday, March 30,
or drop it off in the Rabbi’s office prior to that time.
I, _______________________, hereby authorize Rabbi
Greg Harris to sell my chametz before Passover, Friday,
March 30, according to Jewish law.
Signature ___________________________________
Address ____________________________________
__I enclose a donation for Maot Chittim, feeding the hungry.
Please make checks payable to Congregation Beth El.
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Siyyum for the Firstborn

The annual Siyyum for the Firstborn will be held on Friday,
March 30, at 7:15 am. Morning Minyan will include a brief
study session so that the firstborn can eat that day, and a
special breakfast honoring our firstborn will follow.
Our sincere thanks to Debby and Menachem Shoham
who are sponsoring the Siyyum in memory of Sy and
Barbara Wolf, Abraham and Sarah Krupsaw, Abraham and
Dora Wolf, Mildred Hecht, Israel Shoham, and Howard Harris.

Do You Have Extra Room at Your Seder Table?

If you would like to perform
the mitzvah of hachnassat
orchim (welcoming of guests)
and open your home to one or
more individuals for a Seder or
if you would like to be invited
to the home of another congregant for a Seder, please
contact Hattie Goodman in the Beth El office at
hgoodman@bethelmc.org or 301-652-2606, ext. 301.

Pesach Yizkor Book Listing

Our Pesach Yizkor Book will be available at the morning
Festival services on Saturday, April 7.
Please complete and mail the form below without delay.
Please PRINT or TYPE the form to avoid errors.
I/We are enclosing a contribution to Congregation
Beth El of $__________
Please check one:
� I/We would like to use the same listing(s) from the 2017
Yom Kippur Yizkor Book.
� I/We did not have a listing in the 2017 Yom Kippur
Yizkor Book. Please include the names listed below in
the Pesach Yizkor Book.
� I/We had a listing in the 2017 Yom Kippur Yizkor Book
and would like to have that listing plus the following
names:
In Memory Of 						
							
							
							
					
Remembered By
Name ___________________________________________
Phone __________________________________________
Please return this form by Wednesday, March 21.

A New Angle from a Seder Guest
By David Schultz

I have a very dear friend named
Dennis who is Catholic. We have
been having him to our Seder for
many years.
A couple of years ago, Dennis
mentioned that he was friends
with a priest, Father J. D. Jaffe. Although Father Jaffe was baptized
Catholic as a baby, he grew up in
David Schultz
a mixed household where both
Jewish and Christian holidays were observed. Dennis was
telling Father Jaffe how spiritual our Seder was, in addition
to being fun. Father Jaffe mentioned that he had never really
appreciated the Seders his own father used to run because
he felt that they just rushed through the prayers.
Dennis asked us whether he could invite Father Jaffe to
our Seder, so that he could see how meaningful and inspiring a Seder could be. Of course, we said yes.
Father Jaffe came to our Seder with Dennis that year. Father Jaffe even brought his own kippah.
One of the things we do at our Seders is invite people to
sing the prayers with melodies that they like. When we got

Pesach
to the Hallel, Father Jaffe asked if he could chant one of the
Psalms in Gregorian chant. Of course, we said yes. It was
very beautiful and moving to hear.
So we had a priest, wearing his own kippah, chant a Psalm
in Gregorian chant (in Latin, of course) at our Seder. n

Pesach Guidelines
The Pesach Guidelines column
that used to be published in the
Scroll has been updated by the
Rabbinical Assembly Committee
on Jewish Law and Standards. It
is lengthier than past versions. Rather than abbreviate
it for the Scroll, we encourage you to go directly to the
Rabbinical Assembly website, www.rabbinicalassembly.
org, and click on Jewish Law/Kashrut/Pesah Guide
5778. If you have any questions, please consult with
Rabbi Harris or Rabbi Werbin. Have a wonderful holiday with your family and friends and the congregation.

Charoset Recipe
This is one of a number of recipes for the Seder, holiday, and
everyday Pesach meals in Eat In Good Health, the Beth El/
Zhava Community Cookbook.

Purchase a copy for yourself, a friend, or a Passover
hostess gift at https://www.bethelmc.org/sisterhood/
cookbook/ or in the Beth El office or Judaica Shop. n

Charoset - Sephardic Turkish STYLE (P)(V)(VG)(GF) by Stephanie Ventura
Ingredients

Directions

1 cup pitted dates, halved
½ cup blanched slivered or whole almonds
½ cup walnut pieces
1 cup dark or light raisins (or a mixture)
1 medium size navel orange, peeled and cut into chunks
1 large apple, peeled, cored, and cut into large pieces
2 tablespoons sweet Pesach wine

Put the dates, raisins, apple, walnut pieces, almonds, and
orange into the food processor. Grind with steel blade.
You may have to do this in batches. Add the wine and
mix to form a soft, slightly coarse mixture. Refrigerate
the charoset in a covered container.
Stays fresh for several days in the refrigerator. Makes
about 3 cups.

Note:This charoset recipe is always a big hit. Jack fondly recalls this from family Seders. Everyone enjoys it. It typically serves
about 8-10 people. I usually double it for a large group.
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Israel Needs Us We Need Israel

COMPARE the threat to Israel posed by Iran today with
the heinous plot of Haman to murder all of the Jews in
Persia 2,500 years ago. A good starting point would be
going to the Beth El website and watching the remarkable talk given by former United States Ambassador to
Morocco, Marc Ginsberg, at Beth El on January 31. Although more attention has been paid to the Iran nuclear
deal and its shortcomings, Ambassador Ginsberg focused
on the threat posed by Iran and its proxies on Israel’s
northern borders.

ION BE

AR

CONG
R

TH
AT
ADD a modern Israel dimension to
EG
your Passover Seder as you recite the
history of the Jewish people’s exodus
from Egypt and their journey to the
E
EY
TH
promised land of Canaan. Were the
EME OF T H
terrible suffering of the Jewish people in slavery in Egypt and the horrors of the Holocaust
necessary prerequisites to the emergence of the ancient
Jewish nation of Israel and the modern State of Israel,
respectively? What roles do faith in God and hope play in
national renewal? What lessons could today’s leaders in
Israel learn from Moses?

BUY “Made in Israel” products for Purim and Passover.
In many Jewish homes, we spend more for food and
drink in the weeks between Purim and Passover than at
any other time of the year. Local markets and the Internet
are brimming with excellent Israeli wines and an everwidening assortment of foods grown or prepared in Israel.
Boost the Israeli economy with your purchases.

Israel Media Series

Saturday, March 17, 8:00 pm
(note later start time)

Israel Media Series presents episodes 1-3 of The Writer,
the most recent series from Sayed Kashua of Arab Labor
and Borrowed Identity fame. Kateb, a stand-in for Kashua
himself, is the popular but conflicted screenwriter for a
series called Arab Labor. Kateb questions the value of
his comedic depiction of Arab Israeli life in that show
and wonders about the nature of his popularity with the
Jewish audience. This leads him to bring a new series to
the screen – one that explores some of his own inner dilemmas. As always, $5 covers admission and our famous
refreshments.
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This March we are blessed with observing two of the
most joyous and family-centered holidays in the Jewish
calendar, Purim and Passover. Noshing hamantaschen and
eating matzoh may be on opposite ends of the culinary
spectrum, but Purim and Pesach share common themes
of salvation and national liberation. Both holidays offer us
an opportunity to link some of the most formative events
in the history of the Jewish people with the imperative
of supporting the modern State of Israel. Here are three
ways to do so:

Join Rabbi Harris,
Rabbi Werbin,
and Hazzan Fradkin
along with
fellow members of
Congregation Beth El
in our nation’s capital from
March 4-6
for the most important days
impacting the U.S.–Israel
relationship!
To learn more or to register
for the AIPAC Policy
Conference, contact Deborah
Adler at 443-690-0473 or
dadler@aipac.org

Ambassador Marc Ginsberg Speaks on the Shiite-Sunni
Divide, Israel, and the United States

Iran’s Proxies

Ginsberg reviewed how Iran is employing a proxy strategy
to achieve its Shiite caliphate goals. He sees the 2003 Iraq
War as a “great disaster” that not only removed Sunni Iraq
as a natural buffer to Iran’s westward expansion but also established Iraq as an Iranian Shiite proxy. In Syria, Iran has
solidified Assad’s Shiite dictatorship. In Lebanon, Iran has
established a lethal proxy with Hezbollah’s “state within a
state.” And though Gaza is run by Hamas, a fundamentalist
Sunni entity, Hamas is willing to serve as an Iranian proxy
to obtain financial and military support for its terrorist infrastructure. Ginsburg regards Yemen’s situation as “the worst
humanitarian crisis” since Syria. There, Iran is “sowing chaos
and butchery” by fomenting a Shiite revolt.
Ginsberg shared his regret at supporting the 2015 Iran

ON B

ET
ATI
H
deal. At the time, he felt it was betEG
ter than no option at all. He now feels
that the billions of dollars given to Iran
as part of the deal has enabled Iran to
E
speed development of its ballistic misEY
TH
EME OF T H
sile program, move toward nuclear
capability, and finance its regional proxies. Because countering Iran is in the vital interests of both Israel and the United
States, Ginsberg supports President Trump’s working with
Congress and the Europeans to revamp the deal.
AR
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How does an internecine Islamic battle over 1,400 years ago
impact national, political, and military events in the Middle
East today? Ambassador Marc Ginsberg addressed this complex question at Beth El on January 31. His lecture, “The
Titanic Sunni-Shiite Struggle Between Saudi Arabia and
Iran – Its Impact on Israeli Security,” was part of the Israel
Distinguished Speakers Series sponsored by the Am Yisrael
Chai Committee.
Ginsberg was the first Jewish American ambassador to an
Arab country, serving in Morocco from 1994-1998. From
2013-2015, he led Peaceworks, an organization that promotes reconciliation between Israelis and Palestinians, and at
present is a senior advisor to the Counter Extremism Project, whose mission is to facilitate
the removal of extremist content from social
media.
Ginsberg believes it is essential to understand
the historical roots, theological differences, and
current geopolitical tensions between Sunni
and Shiite, which stem from a battle in 680 CE
over who should be Mohammed’s successor.
The supporters of Mohammed’s grandson Ali
and a bloodline inheritance were called “Shia”
or “followers.” Ali’s opponents became known
as Sunnis, meaning the lawful interpreters of
the Koran.
Iran today is attempting to establish a Shiite caliphate
stretching westward to the Mediterranean and perhaps beyond. To effect this vision, Iran must overcome the Sunni
states, particularly Saudi Arabia, which it sees as illegitimate
stewards of the Muslim holy places.

CONG
R

By Saul Golubcow

Role of Sunni States

On the other side of today’s Islamic divide are the Sunni
entities such as Jordan, Egypt, the Gulf states,
and particularly Saudi Arabia, now a bulwark
in opposing Iranian expansionism. “Shiite Iran
hates Sunni Saudi Arabia more than it hates
Jewish Israel,” Ginsberg stated, and the Saudis’
fear of Iran makes them allies of Israel and the
United States. In this context, Ginsberg explained, Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman’s modernization and anticorruption
efforts are aimed at both moving the Kingdom
away from an oil-dependent economy and
strengthening the technical and military capacity to withstand Iranian assaults. The Saudis
are developing intelligence exchanges with Israel and even
allowing media interviews with Israeli officials.
When asked if a two-state solution is possible, he answered that after 10 years of growing enmity and without
a partner for peace on the Palestinian side, such an outcome would be difficult to achieve. Ginsburg feels that only
through “true and lasting peace between Israel and Arab
states” will there be sufficient pressure for Palestinians to do
the same.
Ginsberg has strong emotional ties to Israel. Close family
members have lived there and he lost a brother during the
2006 Lebanon War. He feels that Israel is facing an existential threat from Iran and its proxies. Adding to his fears for
Israel’s future is the splintering of American Jews’ support of
Israel, and Ginsberg urged that Israel not be made a partisan
issue. For the sake of Israel and for the strategic benefit of
the United States, Ginsberg ended with a plea to “remove
the personalization” in discussing Israel and unite as a Jewish
community in its support.
Ambassador Ginsberg’s lecture can be viewed on the
Beth El website at www.bethelmc.org/israel-speakers. n
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Family, Fellowship, and Fun
By Michele Herman

Heritage and Industry

Three cousins and I visited the German-Speaking Jewry
Heritage Museum near Nahariya in the Tefen Industrial
Park in western Galilee. The museum focuses on the rich
history of the German-speaking Jews of Central Europe
until the Second World War and on their contribution to
the development, economy, and culture of Israel. Although
the topic is always present, the museum decided not to be
a Holocaust museum. I was excited to see my father’s name
in a book about the history of Nahariya, the city where we
lived until my family immigrated to the United States in
1946.
The Tefen Industrial Park is one of seven industrial parks
built by Stef Wertheimer. It includes an antique car museum,
an Israeli art museum, and outdoor sculptures throughout
the complex. Wertheimer left Germany in 1937, trained as a
pilot in the War of Independence, and served in the Palmach.
He founded ISCAR Ltd. to manufacture precision tools
used in the automotive, aerospace, and electronics industries.
Today his family is one of the richest in Israel. It is worth
googling Stef Wertheimer to learn more about him and his
ideas for working to enable Israeli-Palestinian cooperation
through industry.

A Week of Volunteering

My second week in Israel was spent volunteering at MelaBev, an adult daycare center for English-speaking individuals with dementia. I was introduced to MelaBev through
Skilled Volunteers for Israel (SVI). I could not have been
more pleased with my experience at MelaBev. Staff greeted
me warmly and showed me the clean, bright, and cheerful
facility. They introduced me to the clients who were treated
with the utmost respect. The men chose to sit at their own
table. Each morning, they serenaded us with songs ranging
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from Israeli to American popular
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music. Breakfast for everyone was
EG
followed by a daily briefing. Activities included art projects, games,
seated exercise, and discussion of
current events. Every day, a volunE
teer musician or rabbi participated
EY
TH
EME OF T H
with the group. After lunch, it was
time for the clients to head home. Everything was well organized and seemed to flow smoothly.
SVI has been connecting interested volunteers with Israeli nonprofit and educational organizations since 2011.
It has been an innovator in creating meaningful service
projects and volunteer experiences for active adults and retirees. The application requires two personal references and
a medical clearance. Information on interests, experience,
goals, and skills is requested in order to match volunteers
with an appropriate placement.
All in all, this was one of my more memorable and enjoyable trips to Israel. n
EL

As a sabra and with most of my family living in Israel, I go
to Israel as often as I can. Typically, my focus is visiting my
98-year-old aunt near Haifa and my nine cousins in Jerusalem, Netanya, Kfar Haroe, and Kibbutz Tirat Zvi. My cousins in Kfar Haroe have a gourmet cheese business, and Kibbutz Tirat Zvi is known for its turkey sausage products and
Medjoul dates. I always return with cheese and dates.
On our trip last October, my family focused on genealogy. On my mother’s paternal side, the first recorded family
member is Gerson Gerst, born in 1735. The line continued
in Germany until members either left for Palestine or died
in the Holocaust. Today, Gerst family descendants number
over 500 people. On my father’s side, the known family
dates to 1845 and was less fruitful, with only 45 descendants.

ADULT B’NAI MITZVAH continued from page 4

the lessons of the struggles of our ancestors and from the
rituals and customs of our life-affirming people. And as our
knowledge has expanded, we found new meaning and insight into rituals we previously performed by rote.
We have a deeper appreciation for the values that our
Judaism has instilled in us - family, learning, and community
among them. As we stand here today, we feel the warm embrace of our families and friends.
This course of study was a delicious appetizer that only
whetted our appetites to go forward and dig deeper in study,
reach out to others in need, and create more meaningful
Jewish experiences and memories for our children.
Each of us carries in our hearts the memories of those
who came before us and the inspiration of those who continue to guide and nurture us. We become b’nai mitzvah in
their honor, connecting us to generations past and generations yet to come. We carry on the tradition. I wear today
the kippah that was worn by Great-grandma Esther at her
bat mitzvah. She and her daughters represent the strong
women whose shoulders I stand upon. When she stood on
the bimah, her eyes scanned from the Torah to the congregation to her family. She was filled with an abundance of gratitude and she said “My cup runneth over,” a sentiment shared
by all of us today. n

Beth El Prepares for New Arrivals
By Danielle Miller Wagner

In partnership with Bethesda United
Lilah. “Meanwhile, over half of these
It is close enough to Bethesda to be
Methodist Church (BUMC) and St.
refugees are under 18 years old,” she
manageable for committee members
Mark Presbyterian Church, members
who will regularly visit with the family. added.
of Beth El’s Refugee Committee are
Edmonds said, “We have identified our The committee has created a sign-up
getting ready to welcome a refugee
first choice apartment complex, but we form identifying many of the furniture,
family in the next month or so.
household, and pantry items that the
won’t know if they will be able to acThe family will most likely be from commodate us when we are ready to
family will need. Once the details of
Afghanistan and is expected to arrive
sign a lease, therefore, we have a backup the family are known, the committee
soon. However, many unknowns such
apartment complex that will also work will update the list to include clothas the family composition, ages
ing items, more specific bed
of the children, or any special
sizes, and additional donation
needs remain. Lutheran Social
requests. Donors are asked to
Services, the official sponhold onto their items until
sor of the refugee family, has
we are able to move into the
indicated that we will obtain
apartment, at which time we
details about the family apwill have a drop-off location
proximately two weeks prior
and, possibly, home pickups
to their arrival.
for larger items. To review the
The subcommittee on
donation requests and to dohousing, led by Janet Edmonds
nate, please visit tinyurl.com/
of BUMC, has been busy
y7aytl6d.
Janet Edmonds, chair, refugee subcommittee on housing
preparing for the family’s arThere will be many other
rival by researching apartment options
opportunities to support our refugee
well, should we need it.”
and identifying the furniture and other Raising Awareness
family in the future such as helping
Lilah Katz, 10th-grader, has led an efitems needed to set up the family’s
with setting up the apartment, shopfort to involve Religious School famiapartment. Edmonds, in talking with
ping for groceries, etc.
lies. She brought a refugee focus to the
other host congregations, has learned
The Beth El Refugee Committee
that they recommend housing in Silver February 9 Shir Yachad service to raise
cochairs are Sharon Fine and Michael
awareness. “The number of people dis- Kievel. Please contact Michael with
Spring for several reasons. A mosque
placed from their homes is the highest
is located there, the schools are good,
any questions. n
it has been since World War II,” said
and public transportation is plentiful.

Affinity Groups

Did you know that Beth El has six professional affinity groups? What began as a small group for lawyers has
grown into regular meetings for professionals in law,
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics), mental health, real estate, government relations, and
female health care professionals.
Professional affinity groups meet quarterly, often for
breakfast, to learn about Jewish topics related to their profession. These small gatherings provide opportunities for
networking and intimate learning with the clergy. Since
2013, we have had over 65 meetings and over 230 Beth El
members attend.
Affinity groups are a great way for congregants to en-

gage with their professional peers, connect with Beth El
clergy, and feel a part of the larger community. Attend one
of the upcoming affinity meetings:
• Mental Health: Thursday, March 8, 8:15 am at Beth El
• Lobbyists/Government Relations: Sunday, March 11,
10:00 am at Beth El
• STEM Professionals: Tuesday, March 20, 9:00 am at
Beth El
• Female Health Care Professionals: Sunday, April 22,
10:00 am at Beth El
• Lawyers: TBD
• Real Estate Professionals: TBD
For more information please contact Geryl Baer at
gbaer@bethelmc.org or 301-652-8569, ext. 352.
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Space Through a Jewish Lens
By Donna Vogel

The speaker at
January’s STEM
Affinity Group
dinner was, indeed, an aerospace
engineer, but the
“E” might just as
well have stood
for “entertaining.”
Art Fuchs, former
program manager
Art Fuchs. Photo by Emily Koo
of the first Hubble
repair mission, told story after story of his long and distinguished career at NASA, many with a Jewish angle.
While his title was “Jewish Perspectives of the NASA
Space Program,” Fuchs’ presentation ranged far beyond his
work at the space agency. He was fascinated by New York’s
Hayden Planetarium at an early age but later lost interest
in the skies and studied math in college. He ended up in
this area because of the applied mathematics program at the
University of Maryland. One day, a grad school housemate
was applying to a program at the Goddard Space Flight
Center (GSFC) and asked Fuchs to ride along with him.
The manned space flight group needed computer programmers, and completely by accident, Fuchs was offered a position. While plotting flight trajectories for NASA, he earned
a master’s at Catholic University where the department of
space science and applied physics was about 30% Jewish.

ing re-entry, killing Ramon and six other crew members. A
few years later, American professor Henry Fenichel - also a
survivor of Bergen-Belsen - was given a similar “little Torah”
by his relatives during a visit to Israel. Ramon’s widow Rona
learned of the scroll and asked that it, too, be allowed to fly
into space. In 2006, Canadian astronaut Steve MacLean carried the little Torah aboard the Atlantis and back to Earth,
completing its mission.
Leaving us to contemplate our place in the universe,
Fuchs quoted T.S. Eliot’s Little Gidding:
“We shall not cease from exploration
And the end of all our exploring
Will be to arrive where we started
And know the place for the first time.” n
The dinner and program were made possible by a grant to the
Beth El STEM Affinity Group from the Sinai and Synapses Project of Scientists in Synagogues, a grassroots program to offer Jews
opportunities to explore the most interesting and pressing questions
surrounding Judaism and science.If you would like to be a speaker
on a topic relating science to Judaism, please contact Geryl Baer at
gbaer@bethelmc.org.

Fixing the Hubble

In the early 1980s, Fuchs was brought to work on the space
telescope, later to be named the Hubble. After its 1990
launch, Hubble was found to have a flaw in the mirror that
needed an extremely delicate repair. Fuchs described the
microscopic size of the error and the difficulty of the repair.
One night in December 1993, he returned home from work
to see on television Jeff Hoffman, one of the space shuttle
astronauts on the repair team, spinning a dreidel and telling
the Hanukkah story from space.
Fuchs especially enjoyed working on the scientific portions of space missions and advanced in his career, eventually
becoming the associate director of GSFC and director of
mission operations and data systems.
The presentation concluded with the story of the “little
Torah,” a scroll that had been smuggled out of BergenBelsen by survivor Joachim Joseph. Israeli astronaut Ilan
Ramon borrowed the scroll to take aboard the space shuttle
Columbia in 2003.Tragically, the Columbia disintegrated dur-
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On February 4, Beth El took part in the World Wide
Wrap, an annual program of the Federation of Jewish Men’s Clubs. Here, Rabbi Werbin assists Men’s Club
president David Sanders with his tefillin. Photo by

Mitchell Solkowitz

Scholar-in-Residence Weekend March 2-4: Israel
Beth El’s theme of “Israel” for
5778 will carry into the annual
Scholar-in-Residence Weekend,
March 2-4. Our featured guest will
be David Siegel, chief executive
officer of ELNET Israel, the only
pro-Israel organization focused
solely on building strong relations
between Israel and Europe, similar
to the role that AIPAC has in the
United States. Prior to assuming
the leadership of ELNET, Siegel
had 30 years’ experience as an Israeli diplomat involved in policy
formulation and decision making
at the highest levels of Israel’s foreign policy establishment, including as Israel’s consul general to the
southwestern United States from
2011 to 2016. As consul general, Siegel fostered multiple
bilateral agreements between Israel and the southwestern
states. Siegel also served as the chief of staff to Israel’s deputy
minister of foreign affairs, director of the foreign ministry’s
International Organizations department, and chief of staff
to three of Israel’s ambassadors to the United States. During these years, he participated in the 1998 Wye River Peace
Summit, the 1999 Israel-Syria negotiations, the 2000 Camp
David Middle East Peace Summit, and the 2007 Annapolis
Peace Conference.
Siegel holds a BA in political science from the University
of Vermont and an MA in international relations from the
Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy. n

Fifth grade Religious School students celebrate the
month of Adar with festive Purim singing and shenanigans

SCHOLAR-IN-RESIDENCE SCHEDULE
Friday, March 2, 8:30 pm “Loving Israel in the Midst

of Complexities,” following the congregational Shabbat dinner. Dinner attendance not required to attend
lecture.
Saturday, March 3, 9:30 am D’var Torah at the Shabbat Morning Service
Saturday, March 3, 12:40 pm “Power, People, and
Faiths: Religions and Demographics in Israel,” following kiddush
Sunday, March 4, at 10:00 am “Multidimensional
Diplomacy: Israel and Europe,” following the Men’s
Club breakfast.
All talks are free and open to the public.

Congregational Shabbat Dinner
Friday, March 2
Join us at 6:30 pm for the Friday Evening Service, followed
by Shabbat dinner at 7:15 pm.
RSVP deadline has passed. Contact the main office at
301-652-2606 to check availability.

On February 11, Beth El’s shaliach, Itsik Sayag, and Federation’s senior shaliach, Tzachi Levy, discussed “Gedaliah, Kennedy and Rabin: Trauma and Turnaround in
Israeli Society.” The presentation was followed by the
film Rabin in His Own Words. Men’s Club and the Am Ysrael Chai Committee co-sponsored the program. Photo
by Emily Koo
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How Are You Taking
Root at Beth El?
Ways to grow with us:

5,400
15

Bagels Sold by USYers
on Sunday Mornings

Senior/Preschool
Dor L’Dor Buddies

4,216

50

Slices of Pizza Eaten
in Upper School

New Member
Families

75

Participants in the New
Concierge Engagement Program

400
20

6

Sisterhood/Zhava
Cookbooks Sold

Israel-themed
Programs

Professional Affinity
Groups

To find your way to take root at Beth El, contact Geryl Baer
at gbaer@bethelmc.org or 301-652-8569, ext. 352.
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Scolnic Institute Spring 2018
The Spring program of the Rabbi Samuel Scolnic Adult Institute, running for six weeks, comprises 10 courses offered
Wednesday evenings beginning March 7 and four classes
offered Tuesday mornings beginning March 6.
Course offerings this spring include several classes on
Jewish prayer, the Bible, and critical issues for Jews. In
his course on contemporary approaches to Jewish prayer,
Hazzan Fradkin will explore the changing Jewish prayer
landscape, highlighting spiritual renewal and the many
new forms of prayerful expression. Adjunct Rabbi Portnoy
will explore the books of Kohelet (Ecclesiastes) and Shir

ha-Shirim (Song of Songs), and will consider the books’
meaning and relevance for our lives today. With Rabbi Avis
Miller, we will revisit the origins and evolution of the spring
pilgrimage holidays and practices, and consider what Jewish values and enduring universal principles these holidays
reflect. The difficult question, “Is Anti-Zionism Anti-Semitism,” will be confronted by historian Dr. Jerome Copulsky,
focusing on disentangling the issues involved in this debate,
based on a review of the origins of these ideologies. Register now online or by mail.

Tuesday Morning Schedule

Wednesday Night Schedule

with refreshment break from 10:50-11:10 am

10:00-10:50 am

11:10 am-Noon

Celebrating Leonard
Bernstein on His Centennial
Hazzan Emeritus
Abraham Lubin

Jews and Slavery in
the New World
Jeffrey Kaplan

A Time to Be Born, A Time to
From Egypt to Mount
Die, and a Time to Love: The
Sinai: Revisiting the Spring
Biblical Books of Ecclesiastes
Pilgrimage Festivals
and Song of Songs
Rabbi Avis Miller
Rabbi Mindy Portnoy

Register online or download the brochure:
bethelmc.org/scolnic

with Minyan/refreshment break

7:30-8:20 pm

8:40-9:30 pm

The Jews of Argentina
Rabbi Fabián Werbin

Innovative Jewish Thinkers:
Ze’ev Jabotinsky
Rabbi Greg Harris

Is the Love Affair with Israel
Over for American Jews?
Rabbi Emeritus William D. Rudolph and guest speakers

Contemporary Approaches
to Jewish Prayer
Hazzan Asa Fradkin

Celebrating Leonard
Bernstein on His Centennial
Hazzan Emeritus
Abraham Lubin

A Time to Be Born, A Time to
Die, and a Time to Love: The
Biblical Books of Ecclesiastes
and Song of Songs
Rabbi Mindy Portnoy

Jews and Slavery in the New Is Anti-Zionism Anti-SemiWorld
tism?
Jeffrey Kaplan
Dr. Jerome Copulsky
From Egypt to Mount Sinai:
Revisiting the Spring
Pilgrimage Festivals
Rabbi Avis Miller

Jewish Resistance in
the Holocaust
Martin Sieff

Margery London and Robin Jacobson, organizers of
Book Chats, bring attention to the wealth of literature available in Beth’s El’s library. Israeli novel Waking Lions, shown here, will be discussed on April 22. See
page 6 for details. Photo by Emily Koo
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What is your encounter with Israel?
Did you see or do something unusual on a visit? Do you have friends or
family there? Is a memento, product,
work of art, sports competition, or
anything else Israeli of special meaning to you?

CONG
R

Seeking Israel Articles for May Scroll

TH

EME OF T H

EY

E

If your special Israel moment has not yet appeared
in the Scroll this year, now is your chance. Send your
article to the Scroll inbox at scroll@bethelmc.org by
Sunday, March 25. We prefer 500 words or fewer and
strongly encourage photos.
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Shir Yachad:
A Communal Shabbat in Song
Friday, March 9, and Friday, April 6
Friday night is a time for community, song, and joyful noise. Join us every month for this exciting service
filled with music past and present that stirs the soul and welcomes Shabbat with joy and warmth.
6:00 pm – Nitzanim Musical Service. Families with young children are invited for a fun musical Shabbat service.
6:30 pm – Happy Hour! Everyone is invited to schmooze with us while enjoying drinks (both adult and kid
friendly) and appetizers. Free babysitting will be available. PLEASE NOTE: No Happy Hour on April 6.
6:30 pm – Café Pesach on April 6. Join us for this congregational dinner during Passover. RSVP by Wednesday, March 21. See page 10 for more information and RSVP form.
7:30 pm – Main musical service. Oneg Shabbat to follow.
Future dates: May 4 and June 1.

Contributions
Donations made from December 31, 2017 to February 2, 2018

Annual Campaign
In Memory Of:

Warren Greenberg, my beloved husband, by Judith Greenberg

Beth El Forest

In Memory Of:

Albert Boxerman, father of Sam Boxerman, by the Polis family
David Levin by Jonathan and Judith Levin
Dora Gendelman by Christopher and Sandra Hatch
Lawrence Rothberg, dear brother and uncle, by Janet White

Beth El Israel Fund
In Honor Of:

Hannah Topol’s bat mitzvah by the Bachrachs
Larry Sidman by Barbara and Ursula Prada
In Memory Of:
Albert Boxerman, father of Sam Boxerman, by Debbie and
Michael Fink
David Barish by Rhoda Barish and Michael Polis
Michael Bobb by Sharon Bobb
Rose Sidman, beloved mother, by Larry Sidman

Dorothy Beverly Kitchen Fund
In Memory Of:

Meyer Zuravin by Hugh and Ruth Sickel

David and Harriet Brooks Senior Adult Fund
In Memory Of:

Jack Zuckerman, beloved father, by Lois Zuckerman
Rose Kanovsky by Helen Kanovsky

20

Please remember that contributions can be made
easily, quickly, and securely via our webpage –
www.bethelmc.org
Cantor’s Fund

In Honor Of:

Hazzan Asa Fradkin for officiating at Monique Cohen’s bat
mitzvah service by Rita Kopin
Hazzan Asa Fradkin for bringing the music of prayer to our
grandchildren, Lila, Sam, and Ada, by Sissy and Joe Hoffman
Hazzan Lubin’s assistance with the Adult B’nai Mitzvah Class
by Harry and Rhonda Eisenstein
In Memory Of:
Arnold Chaleff, father of Bev Rudman, by Rick and Bev
Rudman
Geraldine Bronfman by Mark and Lisa Bronfman
Max Berzofsky by Jay and Sharon Berzofsky
Merlin Jay Baer by Daniel Isaac and Gerri Baer
Nadia Naydich by Gregory and Yelena Nusinovich

Capital Campaign Fund
In Honor Of:

Congregation Beth El Staff by Margie and Robert Litman

Chevra Kadisha Fund
In Honor Of:

Darryl Sherman by David and Annette Abrams
In Memory Of:
Albert Boxerman, father of Sam Boxerman, by Patricia Silver
and Jeffrey Trauberman
Bronya Sheykman by Vladimir Lechtman
Harry Levin by Jonathan and Judith Levin
Janice Goldin by Jeffrey and Marilyn Glick

Contributions Continued
Jessie Arnheim by Jeffrey and Marilyn Glick
Samuel Bonus by Julian and Iris Tishkoff

Arthur S. Feld Memorial Lecture Fund
In Honor Of:

Edoardo and Susan Kulp by Richard and Paola Kulp

Fine Arts Fund

In Memory Of:

Florence Horowitz, grandmother of Evyan Koenig, by Bob and
Evyan Koenig

General Fund

In Honor Of:

Ann Lichter‘s bat mitzvah by Sheila and Les Lichter and the
Adler family
Bat mitzvah of Hannah Topol, daughter of David and Stacey
Topol, by Joe and Margie Hoffman
Beth El Staff by Robert Janney and Susan Levine
Birth of Asher Micah by Stacey Mazer
Birth of Eliana Simowitz, daughter of Aaron and Emmeline
Simowitz and granddaughter of Amy and Lee Simowitz, by
the Beth El Opera Havurah
Lauren Hodas by Sydney Polakoff
Ellen Teller’s bat mitzvah by Bena and Steven Weil
Howard Lesser for leading the shiva service for Ruth Shapiro
by Judith Shapiro-Auerbach
Marriage of Beth Birnkrant and Ari Shapell by Mark and
Marjorie Kramer
Meghan Laning, who came from Boston to attend the bat
mitzvah of Monique Cohen, by Rita Kopin
Peter and Kooi Cohen, parents of bat mitzvah Monique
Cohen, by Rita Kopin
Ricardo Munster by the Bridge Club
Sharon Zissman for receiving the Golda Meir Award by Samuel
and Debra Olchyk and Debbie Vodenos and Sam Boxerman
In Memory Of:
Albert Boxerman, father of Sam Boxerman, by Debbie
Friedman and Steve Cohen, Kay Klass and Mark Levitt,
Linda and Jerry Herman, Leslie and Joe Kessler, Ellen and
David Epstein, Howard Hoffman, and Sid and Janet Getz
Alex and Annie Levine by David and Jacquelyn Levine
Barbara Bowytz Hoffman by Joe and Margie Hoffman
Barbara Fink, sister of William Kanter, by Bill and Sue Kanter
Beatrice F. R. Katz by Linda Katz and Don and Alyssa Stein
Bernice Kuhn by Adam Kuhn
Boris Rodner by David Goldberg, Alison Rodner, and
Samantha and Toby Goldberg
Carol Bregman by Natalie Adams
Chaim Yeshayahu by Mike and Hilda Getz
Dave Herman by Jerry and Linda Herman
Debbie Grant by Richard and Jean Meyer
Dora Datnowitz by Libby Gordon
Edith Bloom by Edward and Debra Bloom
Elaine Bauml by Amy and Adam Eisner
Elaine Press, my sister, by Ann Barcome
Elliot Wasley by Herman Venick
Estelle Loeb, stepmother of Judy Blank, by Rita Kopin
Esther Band by Bernard and Annabelle Band
Florence Fishman by Edward and Debra Bloom
Freda Goldhill by Steve Goldhill
Georgette Edri, mother of Monique Koppel, by Sheryl and

David Friedlander
Harlan Lubin by Hazzan Abe and Sandy Lubin
Harry Mannheimer by Laura Mannheimer
Harry Wallerstein, father of Gloria Derkay, by Lee and Gloria
Derkay and Marilyn Wallerstein
Herbert Shapiro by Joe and Margie Hoffman
Helen and Charlie Merlin, beloved parents, by Paul and Marcia
Merlin
Hodel Leia by Mike and Hilda Getz
Irene Jerison by Jon and Susan Jerison
Irving Nurik by Tracey and Patrick Gallagher
Jacob Forman, beloved grandfather, by Julian Levin and Sondra
Brody
Janice Goldin by James Armbruster and Robin Jacobson,
Michael Cutler and Dale Rosenthal, and Mark and Marjorie
Kramer
Jean Mordechay Perez by Yvonne Mirengoff
Jerry Preskill by Bill and Sue Kanter
Jessie Qiu Arnheim, beloved daughter-in-law of Walter
Arnheim and Marsha Rehns, by James and Leslie Dellon ,
James Armbruster and Robin Jacobson, Ben and Suzanne
Bronheim, Gail Ross and Roy Niedermayer, and Sarah
Kalser
John Ratain, beloved father, by Howard and Anita Ratain
Karen Dubin by Robert Litowitz
Leontyne Fuchs, grandmother of Howard Stein, by Howie and
Holly Stein
Liebe Bloch by Mike and Hilda Getz
Linda Shapiro by Jeff Moak
Mae Ehrlich by Ira and Sheryl Fishman
Martin Koby, father of Glenda Koby, by Ellen and David
Epstein, James Armbruster and Robin Jacobson, and Sheryl
and David Friedlander
Marvin J. Klass by Kay Klass and Mark Levitt
Maurice William Greenstein by Dora Weinstein
Merry Klass by Kay Klass and Mark Levitt
Mildred Ratain, mother of Howard Ratain, by Howard and
Anita Ratain
Morton Frank by Reina Lerner
Mother of Sharon Green by Julian Levin
Moe Altschuler, my beloved grandfather, by Natalie Merkur
Rose
Martha Pollak, my mother, by Mark Pollak
Norman Jack Lorch by Anna Miriam Lorch
Paul H. Press, my father, by Ann Barcome
Robert Silverman by Linda and Jerry Herman
Rose Winters, my grandmother, by Ann Barcome
Sylvia Kay, beloved sister of Nelson Deckelbaum, by Julian
Levin and Sondra Brody
Zvi Scharfstein, beloved father, by Tutti Sokol

Elaine Silverman Gessow College Connection Fund
In Memory Of:

Emma Gessow, beloved grandmother, by Marc and Lisa
Michaelson
Elaine Silverman Gessow, beloved mother, by Marc and Lisa
Michaelson
Bernard Popick, my father, by Barbara Rosing
Emma Gessow by Marc and Lisa Michelson
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Contributions Continued
Green Tikkun Fund
In Honor Of:

Melissa Laning, who participated in Monique Cohen’s bat
mitzvah service, by Rita Kopin
In Memory Of:
Esther Bonus by Julian and Iris Tishkoff

Israel Experience Teen Fund
In Honor Of:

Pearl Hoffman-Byer‘s bat mitzvah by Judy Bisman
Yael Fishman’s bat mitzvah by Judy Bisman
In Memory Of:
Roy Bisman by Judy Bisman

Spitzer
Motel Hochberg, loving grandfather, by Marilyn Hammerman
Yacov Ben Aaron by James Altman and Rita Gendelman
Zelda Landsman, my beloved wife, by Robert Landsman

Nitzanim Fund
In Honor Of:

Birth of Evan Brady Einhorn, grandson of Craig Dreilinger and
Amanda Ford, by Rita Kopin
In Memory Of:
Joseph Postar by Michael and Adeen Postar

Prayer Book Fund Contribution

Kimball Nursery School Fund

In Honor Of:

Ruth Shapiro, who many years ago was the nursery school
teacher for my daughter Gail Kopin, by Rita Kopin
Stephen C. Hopkins, Jr., by David and Annette Abrams

Rabbi’s Fund

In Memory Of:

Bernardo Kotelanski, M.D. Marriage Education Fund
In Memory Of:

David Glick by Jeffrey and Marilyn Glick

Leadership/Educational Fund
In Honor Of:

Annie Lichter‘s bat mitzvah by Jennifer Latz and Jonathan
Polon

Library Fund

In Honor Of:

Monique Cohen, who delivered a beautiful D’var Torah during
her bat mitzvah service, by Rita Kopin
In Memory Of:
Albert Boxerman, loving father of Sam Boxerman, by Lori and
Steven Ross
Ann Drucker by Irwin and Hellaine Nepo
Beverly Spector by Jeff and Bobbi Spector

Mazon

In Memory Of:

Bo Rodner, my beloved husband, by Carolyn Rodner
Irvin Schiller by Marc and Ilana Tanowitz
Khava Mazo by Marina Ginderova
Marcello Moses Samakovlija by Paola Samakovlija-Bolasny

Men’s Club Fund
In Memory Of:

Irving Schultz, beloved father, by David Schultz

Mintz Landscaping Fund
In Memory Of:

Alison Caffin by Alan and Linda Orenstein
Florence Becker, my mother, by Scott and Mila Becker

Morning Minyan Fund
In Memory Of:

Abraham Hochberg, loving father, by Marilyn Hammerman
Alec Chinn, my father, by Sarah Kalser
Anita Peggy Levinson, my mother, by Karen Levinson
Dolores Dobrow, mother of Leslie Dellon, by Arthur and
Nancy Salwin
Fred Rehns by Walter Arnheim and Marsha Rehns
Isabelle Gichner by John and Susan Rosenthal
Joseph Rubin by Robert and Fran Rubin
Lucien Leon Rossignelly by Rosine Nussenblatt
Max Cohen, loving father and grandfather, by Barbara S.
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Ann Lichter‘s bat mitzvah by Suzette and Joel Levine
In Memory Of:
Jesse Samuel Gutmann by Howard Lesser and Hanna Gutmann
In Honor Of:

Rabbi Greg Harris by David and Annette Abrams
Rabbi Harris, who conducted the service for the bat mitzvah
of Monique Cohen, by Rita Kopin
Rabbi Harris for conducting shiva minyan in our home by Jake
Guttmann
Rabbi Werbin‘s leadership of the Adult B’nai Mitzvah Class by
Harry and Rhonda Eisenstein
Rabbi Bill Rudolph for his assistance with the funeral
arrangements and for leading the shiva for Ruth Shapiro by
Judith Shapiro-Auerbach
The support that Rabbi Rudolph gave us during the time after
my mother, Dolores Dobrow, passed by James and Leslie
Dellon
Faith Roessel’s bat mitzvah by Samuel and Debra Olchyk
In Memory Of:
Albert Nisenfeld by Stanley and Dena Forster
Allen Lesser by Howard Lesser and Hanna Gutmann
Bill Forster by Stanley and Dena Forster
Diane Kay by Michael Kay
Estelle Keilson by Jerrold Keilson
Evelyn Lerner Kaplan by Herbert and Dianne Lerner
Gloria Orin and Clara Eisenstein, our beloved mothers, by
Rhonda and Harry Eisenstein
Hilda Sapoznikow by Jorge and Sharona Sapoznikow
Irvin Goldstein by Dennis Askwith and Sherlyn GoldsteinAskwith
Martin Koby by Suzanne, Sander, Justin, Gabriel, and Paul
Davidson
Michael Cohen by Stephen and Andrea Cohen
Morris Abrams by Libby and Leroy Randall and Lisa and Hersh
Alexander
Herbert Harvey, my beloved husband, by Lila Harvey
Avrom Howard Fine, my dear brother, by Leesa Fine
Philip Cohen, loving brother and uncle, by Barbara S. Spitzer
Solomon Cohen by Daniel Geselowitz and Sandra Cohen
Susanne Rubin by Robert and Fran Rubin
Vicki DeGutz by Bertram and Judith Spector

Resnik Memorial Lecture Fund
In Honor Of:

Wonderful women of the Tallit Workshop for our daughter’s
bat mitzvah tallit by Jody Axinn and Joel Taubenblatt

Contributions Continued
Samuel Scolnic Adult Institute Fund
In Honor Of:

Bar mitzvah of Ezekiel Lubin, grandson of Abe and Sandy
Lubin, by Arthur and Sandra Becker
Judye Hendlish and Alan Kopin, who joyfully shared my aliyah
with me, by Rita Kopin
Wedding of Rhoda Nichaman’s granddaughter, Ayelet, by
Arthur and Sandra Becker
In Memory Of:
Cecelia Brown by Irvin and Rita Weiss
Erika Weiss by Irvin and Rita Weiss
Ruth Shapiro by Bob and Ginger Teitel

Senior Caucus Fund
In Memory Of:

Barbara Braunstein by Diane Braunstein
William Baker, my uncle, by Helen Kanovsky

Dr. Elaine L. Shalowitz Education Fund
In Honor Of:

Bat mitzvah of Erica Edelman by Reid Simmons and Davida
Fromm

Friedlander

Social Action Fund
In Honor Of:

Ilana Tanowitz’s bat mitzvah by Katherine Kerxton and Billy
Orlove and the Berman family
Kooi’s sister, Jeanette Chong, and nephew, Jeffrey Chong, who
came from Australia to be with bat mitzvah Monique Cohen
and her family, by Rita Kopin
In Memory Of:
Mae Ehrlich by Rhoda Barish and Michael Polis
Maurice Rosenfeld by Dana Rosenfeld and Eric Biel
Mollie Bayliss by Susan Stromberg

Sorkin Confirmation Israel Fund
In Honor Of:

Rabbi Harris, Rabbi Werbin, Hazzan Fradkin, and Marilyn
Fine for their wonderful assistance to Monique Cohen for
her bat mitzvah by Susan Cohen
In Memory Of:
Jerry Sorkin by Craig Dreilinger and Amanda Ford, Jonathan
and Eileen Kay, Leonard and Sheila Gursky, and Lisa Sorkin

Siddur Dedication

Elaine Tanenbaum Religious School Enrichment Fund

Harlene M. Cohen, mother of Susan Kulp, by Edoardo and
Susan Kulp

Brigid Leventhal by Carl M. Leventhal
Meyer Raban, uncle of Harryette Deckelbaum, by Robert
Deckelbaum
Morris Tanenbaum, my brother, by Herbert Tanenbaum
Susanne Roschwalb by Scott and Mila Becker

In Memory Of:

Simos Music Fund
In Memory Of:

Harry E. Weiss, our father, by Michael and Mitchell Weiss and
Karen Satin
Jessie Arnheim, daughter-in-law of Walter Arnheim and Marsha
Rehns, by Julia Copperman

Sisterhood Kesher Nashim Fund
In Honor Of:

Rita Kopin by Mariette Klein
In Memory Of:
Dorothy Waltzer, beloved aunt of Ina Wernick, by Jerome and
Ina Wernick
Emma Morgenstern Greenwood, beloved mother, by Naomi
Greenwood and the Kolko family
Leonard Posilkin by Robert and Linda Posilkin
Tova Levin by Jonathan and Judith Levin

Sisterhood Kiddush Fund
In Memory Of:

Jessie Qiu Arnheim by Susan and Lewis Winarsky
Karen Lipkind by Rita Kopin
Susanne Roschwalb by Mike and Sara Gordon

In Memory Of:

Torah Scroll Fund
In Honor Of:

Marilyn Fine, kind and wonderful tutor of Monique Cohen, by
Rita Kopin

Transportation Fund
In Honor Of:

Susan Cohen, proud grandmother of bat mitzvah Monique
Cohen, by Rita Kopin
In Memory Of:
Bessie S. Ellenbogen, beloved mother, by Audrey Berger
Lucille Rosenblum by Annette Goldberg
Morris Krueger, my beloved father, by Annette Goldberg
Ruth Roos Fendrick, our great-aunt, by Howard and Susan D.
Feibus

Vince Prada Technology Fund
In Honor Of:

Larry Sidman and Jana Singer’s contributions to Beth El by
Harry and Rhonda Eisenstein

Sisterhood Shiva Meal Fund

Young Equality Fund

Albert Boxerman, father of Sam Boxerman and Debbie
Vodenos, by Sheryl and Ira Fishman
Benn Friedman by Barry and Barbara Friedman
Bertha Levin by Jonathan and Judith Levin
Jacob Nurik by Margy Nurik

Dora Lipschitz by Joe and Ina Young
Leah Sherer by Joe and Ina Young
Sara Rosen Kaufman by Joe and Ina Young

In Memory Of:

In Memory Of:

Find Beth El on Social Media

Sisterhood Torah Fund
In Honor Of:

Erica Edelman’s bat mitzvah by Ross and Shira Bettinger
In Memory Of:
Dolores Dobrow, mother of Leslie Dellon, by Sheryl and David

fb.me/congregation.beth.el

twitter.com/bethelmoco

instagram.com/bethelmoco

youtube.com/bethelmc

Instagram
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Bulletin Board

Send submissions to the Scroll to scroll@bethelmc.org

Noteworthy
Mazal Tov to

The members of Beth El’s Adult B’nai Mitzvah Class: Erica
Edelman, Rhonda Orin Eisenstein, Ann Lichter, Sandra
Pearlman, Faith Roessel, Gabriel and Valentina Romano,
Matthew Slater, Ilana Tanowitz, and Ellen Teller
Beth El’s Charles E. Smith Jewish Day School Graduates: Avi
Abrams, Jenny Belson, Nicolas Escobar, Zach Gordon,
Dalia Handelman, Matthew Landy, and Natan Schoenbaum
Betsy Roth on receiving ordination from the Aleph Renewal
Program
Jana Singer and Larry Sidman on the birth of their granddaughter,Vivienne Kendall Prada. Parents are Michael and
Hillary Prada
Sharon Zissman for receiving the Golda Meir Award for leadership by women

Condolences to

Debra and Edward Bloom on the death of Debra’s aunt, Florence Fishman
Sam Boxerman and Debbie Vodenos on the death of Sam’s
father, Albert Boxerman, grandfather of Josh and Aaron
Boxerman
Gene Elzufon on the death of his wife, Eleanor Elzufon.
Annette Goldberg on the death of her brother, Alvin Kruger.
Jake Guttmann and Sarah Birnbach on the death of Jake’s
mother, Margaret Guttmann
Jerrold Keilson and Ellen Silver on the death of Jerrold’s father,
Sheldon Keilson, grandfather of Max Keilson and Jesse and
Marissa Keilson
Marcia Rosenberg on the death of her brother, Steven
Hirschberg
Marta Wassertzug on the death of her husband, Bernie Wassertzug

Dor L‘Dor, Thursday, March 1, noon. The Beth El Preschool
(BEPS) 4s class and a group of Beth El seniors blend together
naturally to form Dor L‘Dor. To participate and share pizza with
the preschoolers, RSVP to Ricardo Munster at 301-652-8569, ext.
316, or rmunster@bethelmc.org. This program is made possible in
part through the generosity of Annette Moshman.
Roundtable with the Rabbi, Wednesday, March 7, 2:00 pm.
Join us to celebrate March birthdays (yours and those of others)
with desserts, coffee, and a discussion led by Rabbi Harris. Birthday celebrants receive a special invitation, but all are welcome each
month. This program is made possible in part through the generosity of Annette Moshman.
Senior Caucus Luncheon Program, Thursday, March 15.
Lunch starts at noon. Following lunch, Beth El’s shaliach, Itsik
Sayag, will introduce us to “Jerusalem – Secrets Behind Beautiful Neighborhoods.” As a celebration of Israel’s 70th birthday,
Itsik will guide us through a tour via pictures and stories of the
beautiful neighborhoods in Jerusalem. We will explore five different neighborhoods and look at what makes them so special. Join
us on this tour and bring a friend. Cost of lunch is $10. To RSVP
for lunch, contact Ricardo Munster at 301-652-2606, ext. 316,
or rmunster@bethelmc.org, by Tuesday, March 13. The program
itself is free and begins after lunch, at 1:00 pm. This program is
made possible in part through the generosity of Annette Moshman.
Senior Caucus Brown Bag lunch, Thursday, March 22,
noon. Come and socialize with your friends and enjoy refreshments and dessert.
Bridge – the greatest game ever! Join us every Monday
(except March 26) and Thursday (except March 15 and 29)
from noon to 3:00 pm. Drop in and join a game; no partner necessary. For information or transportation, contact Ricardo Munster
at 301-652-2606, ext. 316, or rmunster@bethelmc.org.

