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IN ISRAEL

By Hazzan Asa Fradkin

I wish I could remember his name. He
was the lone defense between us and a
deranged person. No, that’s not where
this story is going; he’s perfectly fine as
far as I know, and I haven’t seen him in
15 years. But still, shouldn’t you remember the name of the person who is sworn
to protect you?
He was the shomer, the guard of the
yeshiva, and he taught me a great deal.
He and I would converse daily about
topics from Israel’s security to local culinary fare. More than anything, he expanded my Hebrew vocabulary. At some
point I stopped attending ulpan and just
hung out with him instead.
He was one of the best parts of my
experience at the Conservative yeshiva
in Jerusalem. But there were many more,
and the rich personalities of the yeshiva
staff are still with me now.
By far the most expressive, passionate,
and delightful instructor I have ever had
in Judaics or any other subject was my
liturgy teacher, Rabbi Daniel Goldfarb. A
Harvard-educated lawyer by training, in
mid-career he turned his life towards the
sacred to teach at the yeshiva.
As we read passages from the Nishmat Kol Chai and other poems of the
morning davenning, he would exclaim
“People, this is beautiful stuff!” and he
meant it. He didn’t just analyze the text,
he absorbed it and he lived it.

Many Inspiring Teachers
Among the many teachers were Pesach
Shindler z”l, who taught me Hasidut,
the texts of Hasidic masters, and Gail
Diamond, who taught me Bible and introduced me to the great biblical scholar
Nachum Sarna
But we didn’t just learn with our beloved teachers, we traveled with them,
experienced Shabbat with them, and
learned to love Israel with them.
The most beautiful thing about
studying in Israel is how the land and
people itself educate you on a daily
basis. Masada teaches you awe, the Kotel teaches you holiness, the Dead Sea
teaches you humility, and the desert
teaches you peace.
Israel is well known for its institutions
of higher learning, from Hebrew University to the Technion, Tel Aviv University, Ben-Gurion University, and more.
Students come from across the globe to
study with their renowned faculties.
Yet Israel cannot help but transcend
those academic bona fides because it
remains the cradle of Western religious
life. Its walls, its paths, and its people are
more precious than the millions of books
that fill its libraries. For us and for so
many others, they hold the key to a deep
and mystical legacy. n
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Café Pesach

Tired of eating in every night of the holiday?
Come enjoy a delicious meal at
Beth El followed by the
Shir Yachad Musical Service at 7:30 pm

Friday, April 6, 6:30 pm
The RSVP deadline has passed. If you are interested
in attending and have not yet made your reservation,
please call the office at 301-652-2606 no later than
Wednesday morning, April 4, to check on space availability.
RETURN TO SYNAGOGUE OFFICE
8215 Old Georgetown Road, Bethesda, MD 20814

Please make checks payable to Congregation Beth El

Family name(s)____________________________________
________________________________________________
Phone_____________________________________________
# Member adults and teens @$25 ___ Total $_____
# Nonmember adults @ $28 ___ Total $_____
# Children (ages 6-12) @ $12 ___ Total $_____
# Children (ages 2-5) @ $8 ___ Total $_____
Total due $_______ Maximum charge per member
household (immediate family members living in the
same house) is $74.
Number of vegan entrees _____
Food allergies ___________________________________
Please try to seat me/us with _______________________
______________________________________________

Kesher Nashim
(Women's Connection)

Thursday, May 31, 7:15 pm (Note new date)
Dinner at a nearby restaurant
Kesher Nashim supports female cancer survivors and those
with a cancer diagnosis. Join Beth El women for discussion,
support, friendship, and a pleasant dinner.
If you would like to attend or receive more information, please
RSVP to Sherri Stahl.

April B’nai Mitzvah
April 14: Naomi Kales, Micah Janger
April 21: Jack Mandell, Olivia Blank
April 28: Eli Ehrlich

A Wider Circle Day of Interfaith Community Service
By Alana Aronin

A Wider Circle truly says “no” to no one. There is no
Every day we make choices to give or to take, to teach or to
proof of income needed nor is location a barrier. Clients
learn. On March 4, more than 50 members of the Beth El
are never charged anything. A Wider Circle now includes a
family and the Islamic Education Center joined forces at A
Center for Professional Development, offering professional
Wider Circle and shared in all those efforts.
clothing to prepare for work
Children and adults gave their
interviews and job retention,
time on a Sunday afternoon to
resumé development, and other
learn about the important services
coaching.
offered to individuals and families
Following the sorting, cleanin need in our community and
ing, and area preparation, the volthen to help sort incoming donaunteers introduced themselves to
tions and prepare the showroom
one another, getting to know each
for clients shopping for items for
other better. All the volunteers
their homes. Parents taught chilappreciated the efforts of Jennifer
dren about the importance of givOdintz, Geryl Baer, and Adam
ing and sharing, and we all learned
Zeren of Beth El, and Sara Salimi
to take a little time to give thanks Congregant Jen Odintz (right) with Zeynab Esfor the things we have and the abil- haghbeigi of the Islamic Education Center. Photo and Keivan Ramezani of IEC
by Emily Koo
to plan the event and bring the
ity to help each other.
communities together again.
A Wider Circle was formed 17 years ago. It has grown
Rabbi Werbin and Imam Rasoul Naghavi have enjoyed
from a personal collection of donated household items in
linking communities and are looking forward to building
the living room of the founder to the large warehouse and
the relationship between our congregations. More events are
showrooms it occupies today at 9159 Brookville Road in
being planned. Watch the listserv, Shabbat announcements,
Silver Spring. To date, A Wider Circle has furnished 4,050
Beth El’s Facebook page, or contact Jen Odintz. n
homes and has more than 50 paid staff and 25,000 volunteers. They field hundreds of calls every day from clients and
donors.

Congregation Beth el
invites you to join us for

Fradkin and Friends
the installation of

Hazzan Asa Fradkin
as

Beth el’s hazzan

sunday, april 29, 2018
7:00 pm

We invite the Beth El community of all
ages to come together in celebration
and song. The ceremony will begin at
7:00 pm and will be followed by dessert.
There is no admission fee for the event.
However, RSVPs are required by Friday,
April 20. Voluntary donations may be
made to the Cantor’s Fund.
Yes, I/We plan to attend the installation of Hazzan Asa Fradkin on Sunday, April 29, at 7:00 pm.
Name 				
Email 				
Phone 			
# of attendees ____
Enclosed is my/our voluntary contribution of $_____ in honor of Hazzan Fradkin. Checks should be made payable to
Beth El.

We invite the Beth El community of all ages to come together in
celebration and song. The ceremony will begin at 7:00 pm and will be
followed by dessert.
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Some of the approximately 130 Beth El congregants, led by Rabbis Harris and Werbin and Hazzan
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Fradkin, who joined more than 18,000 committed supporters of a strong relationship between the
United States and Israel at the annual AIPAC Policy Conference on March 4-6 in Washington,
D.C. Bolstered by roughly 30 high school and college students, the Beth El contingent attended
a private session, featuring guest speaker Bakari Sellers, an African American CNN commentator
and former member of the South Carolina legislature. Israeli political leaders, most notably Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, and American political leaders, including Vice President Michael Pence, United Nations
Ambassador Nikki Haley, and Senate and House leadership, addressed plenary sessions. There were enthralling displays
of advanced Israeli technology in the fields of health, agriculture, and cybersecurity. The last day was devoted to lobbying Senators Ben Cardin and Chris Van Hollen and Congressman Jamie Raskin on issues vital to Israel’s security.
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Age & Stage Presents
“Not Your Grandmother’s Hospice:
Hospice and Palliative Care Today”
Wednesday, April 25, 7:30 pm

Hospice programs were initially about a physical place
where care was provided
in the last days of life. As
this care model evolved,
hospice care became less
about a physical space and
more about a manner of
holistic palliative care. Hospice today attends to the physical, emotional, and spiritual needs of the chronically ill,
terminally ill, or seriously ill patient while supporting and
guiding the family. In “Not Your Grandmother’s Hospice,”
congregant Rabbi David Rose and Dr. Michael Westerman
will share how JSSA hospice care enriches life, fits with the
Jewish emphasis on life, when hospice care is appropriate,
how to talk with loved ones about hospice, and how to
make your wishes known regarding hospice care.
Please RSVP to Geryl Baer, gbaer@bethelmc.org or 301652-2606.
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On Thursday, March 1, the Pre-K children from
the Rimonim class at BEPS got together with
their Senior Caucus friends. March’s activity
was making hamantaschen. The children and
adults worked together to create a tasty Purim
treat. While the hamantaschen were baking in
the oven, the friends enjoyed their monthly pizza lunch and conversation. Photo by Debbie Olchyk
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7:00 PM

ISRAEL DISTINGUISHED SPEAKER: BENNY MORRIS
Perhaps the leading historian of modern Israel in the world, Benny Morris will
speak about “Looking Anew at the 1948 War” as part of the Israel Distinguished
Speakers Series. Professor Morris is a professor of history in the Middle East Studies Department at the Ben-Gurion University of the Negev in Beersheba, Israel.

19

ISRAELI DANCING
Celebrate Yom Ha’Atzmaut with performances by local Israeli dance troupes Kesem and Yesodot followed by community Israeli dancing for all attendees. A great
opportunity for congregants of all ages and their families to join in dance the way
Israelis do it on Yom Ha’Atzmaut. Light refreshments will be served.

20

KOL HANESHAMA MUSICAL SERVICE AND CONGREGATIONAL SHABBAT DINNER
Join us for our Kol Haneshama Friday evening service as we welcome the joy and
relaxation of Shabbat with both traditional melodies and the latest in contemporary Jewish music (includes musical instruments). Dinner follows at 7:30 pm, offering tastes from many of the cultures that make up modern Israel, and will also
feature a singalong led by Hazzan Fradkin. RSVP for Shabbat dinner with the form
on page 12 or at bethelmc.org/kkzGZ.

21

CELEBRATE ISRAEL SHABBAT MORNING SERVICE
This special Shabbat service will feature a Yom Ha’Atzmaut sermon by Rabbi Harris
and a parade of Israeli flags by Beth El’s children.

21

ISRAEL MEDIA SERIES: BETWEEN WORLDS
Israel Media Series presents Between Worlds, a 2016 movie about Oliel, the victim
of a terror attack, who now lies severely injured and unconscious in Hadassah
Hospital. A mysterious story of a “forbidden” interethnic love affair unfolds and
makes its way to a poignant conclusion. Much food for thought about race relations in modern Jerusalem. $5 per person at the door.

03

ISRAELI MILITARY ROBOT DEMONSTRATION AND DISCUSSION
Shahar Abuhazira, CEO of the Israeli company Roboteam, based in Gaithersburg
and Tel Aviv and recently featured in The Washington Post, shares his insights on
Israel’s high tech and innovation, including a live demonstration of the life-saving
military robots designed and manufactured by his company. Perfect for people
of all ages interested in Israel’s prowess in robotics and all who take pride in the
“Start-Up Nation.” Light refreshments will be served.

SUN. APRIL

THUR. APRIL

7:00 PM
FRI. APRIL

6:30 PM

SAT. APRIL

9:30 AM

SAT. APRIL

8:30 PM

THUR. MAY

7:30 PM
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Purim 2018
Photos by Rebecca Bender, Emily

National Jewish Book Awards

The Jewish Book Council has announced the 2017 National
Jewish Book Awards, and we are pleased that so many are
already in our collection. They include:
Jewish Book of the Year:
Lioness: Golda Meir and the Nation of Israel
by Francine Klagsbrun
Book Club Award:
The Weight of Ink by Rachel Kadish
Debut Fiction:
Barren Island by Carol Zoref
Fiction:
A Horse Walks into a Bar by David Grossman
Children’s Literature:
The Language of Angels: A Story About the Reinvention of
Hebrew by Richard Michelson
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Young Adult Literature:
Refugee by Alan Gratz- stories of three
refugee children from World War II,
Cuba, and Syria
Finalists:
Jewish Justices of the Supreme Court: From
Brandeis to Kagan by David G. Dalin
On the Sickle’s Edge by Neville D. Frankel
Waking Lions by Ayelet Gundar-Goshen
We Were the Lucky Ones by Georgia Hunter
Three Floors Up by Eshkol Nevo
My Jewish Year: 18 Holidays, One Wondering Jew by Abigail
Pogrebin
The Story of Hebrew by Lewis Glinert
We look forward to seeing you in the library.

By Robin Jacobson

In the two years since our daughter Minna made aliyah,
my husband and I have been captivated by her tales of life
in Israel. But there is one odd motif that repeats in her
stories. Many of Minna’s new friends and acquaintances
are into yoga, meditation retreats, overseas travel to sparsely
populated destinations, and wilderness hiking – all for the
stated purpose of “escaping Israeli stress.” Maybe Minna
randomly encountered a cluster of people sensitive to stress?
Another possibility, suggested by the novels of Eshkol Nevo,
is that Israel abounds with stressed-out people. Nevo’s
poignant and humorous books are full of Israeli characters
who fiercely love their homeland yet are sometimes
overwhelmed by the tension and complexity of Israeli life.
Born in Jerusalem in 1971, Eshkol Nevo is named for
his grandfather, Levi Eshkol, Israel’s third prime minister.
Four of Nevo’s bestselling novels have been translated into
English: Homesick (2008); World Cup Wishes (2010); Neuland
(2014); and Three Floors Up (2017). Only Homesick and Three
Floors Up are described below, but all four excellent novels
are available in our library. Try one!

Homesick

Set in 1995, during the tumultuous
time preceding and following the
assassination of Yitzhak Rabin, Homesick
weaves together the stories and
perspectives of neighbors living in a
hilltop village outside Jerusalem. We
first meet two students, Amir (studying
psychology) and his girlfriend Noa
(studying photography), while they are
trying to locate an advertised rental
apartment. Due to faulty directions, they wind up in the
wrong apartment with a family sitting shiva for their son, an
Israeli soldier killed in Lebanon. Feeling it would be rude
to leave, Amir and Noa sit quietly with the mourners for an
hour, never mentioning that they are there by mistake. This
awkward sweetness is typical of Nevo’s characters.
Amir and Noa end up renting an apartment in a nearby
house. Different personality types, they struggle to adjust
to living together. Their neighbors have troubles too. Sima
and Moshe, the owners of the house, argue over a religious
versus secular education for their children.Yotam, the forlorn
10-year-old brother of the soldier killed in Lebanon, roams
the neighborhood hoping for attention from his grieving
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parents. Meanwhile, Saddiq, a Palestinian construction
laborer, becomes obsessed with Sima and Moshe’s house,
which was owned by his parents before the 1948 War of
Independence. Nevo, in an interview, said that he originally
titled this book Osmosis, because he wanted to show the way
events in Israeli society – political change, military conflicts,
terrorist attacks – seep into private life.

Three Floors Up

This novel takes the form of three
loosely linked stories about the residents
of an apartment house in a Tel Aviv
suburb. The three narrators are flawed,
lonely people confessing to mistakes
they made as a parent or a spouse. Nevo
says that the novel’s themes include
the “dark sides of parenthood” and
the “conflict between parenthood and
couplehood.” These themes play out
against the backdrop of widespread social justice protests in
Tel Aviv in 2011.
Arnon, on the first floor, is obsessed by the idea that an
elderly babysitter may have molested his young daughter.
Hani, on the second floor, is an exhausted stay-at-home
mom who impulsively agrees to hide her ne’er-do-well
brother-in-law, Eviatar, from loan sharks but after he leaves
wonders whether she just imagined the incident. And
Devora, a recently widowed, retired judge on the third floor,
leaves messages on her late husband’s answering machine,
updating him on her new life decisions, which include
reconciling with their estranged son. n

Upcoming Beth El Book Chats on
Israeli Novels
Tuesday, April 17, 7:00 pm (please
note new date): Waking Lions by
Ayelet Gundar-Goshen
Tuesday, June 12, 7:00 pm: Three
Floors Up by Eshkol Nevo
For more information, please contact
Margery London or Robin Jacobson.
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Sisterhood
Sisterhoood/Zhava Craft Group
By Fran Rubin and Heather Janssen

Stitch by stitch we can make a difference on Good Deeds
Day on April 29. Congregation Beth El participates in this
annual tradition of doing good deeds to improve the lives of
others and change the world.

Good Deeds Day

Please join Zhava/Sisterhood crafters in knitting 10-inch
squares to contribute to the “67 Blankets” initiative by
making blankets for the less fortunate in our area (see below). The blankets will be distributed to local charities in
the Maryland/Washington, D.C., area. The squares will be
made using acrylic yarn and any pattern (garter, stockinette,
seed, basketweave stitches).
You can knit at home and bring your squares to Beth El
and/or come and knit or crochet with us on Good Deeds
Day. If you would like to learn how to knit before Good
Deeds Day, come join us at Beth El on Sunday, April 8, at
11:15 am. Please RSVP to sisterhoodevent@bethelmc.org.
We welcome all who are interested in learning to knit, including children, and we hope they will join us on Good
Deeds Day to make squares for this unique project.

What is 67 Blankets?

Nelson Mandela devoted 67 years of his
life to public service
and human rights. “67
Blankets for Nelson
Mandela” is a worldwide initiative to knit/
crochet blankets for the
less fortunate. Participants make a blanket or
contribute squares that
are joined into blankets. In the words of Nelson Mandela,
“We can change the world and make it a better place. It is
in your hands to make a difference.” Please join us on Good
Deeds Day and make a difference for those less fortunate in
our area.

Beth El Crafters

Our Sisterhood/Zhava crafting group has sponsored tikkum olam projects on Good Deeds Day and Mitzvah Day.
Heather, who has organized activities that have helped our
community, started the group. Past projects include:
• Hand-sized bunnies on Mitzvah Day for the Jewish Social Service Agency’s Hospice program (for clients with
contractures to help stretch their fingers).
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Heather (left) and Fran knitting “bunnies” during
Mitzvah Day 2017. Photo by DAVID FRIEDLANDER

• Scarves, socks, and hats for residents at the Hebrew
Home. They were delivered on a cold and windy day and
greatly appreciated. This project included Senior Caucus
and Sisterhood/Zhava members.
• Knitted knockers, handmade breast prostheses for women
who have undergone mastectomies or other procedures
to the breast.
• Hats for premature infants and young children delivered
to Children’s Hospital NICU and the Children’s Inn at
NIH.
• Hats for Israeli soldiers. n

Zhava Parenting Session
Sunday, April 22, 10:00-11:30 am

Join us for a parenting session with Dr.
Adam Pletter on how to best navigate social media. Pletter is a licensed clinical psychologist specializing in the treatment of
children, adolescents, and young adults.

UPCOMING SISTERHOOD/ZHAVA EVENTS
Tuesdays, April 3, 10, 17, 24, 6:30 pm Mah Jongg
Sunday, April 8, 11:15 am-12:15 pm Learn to knit
Monday, April 16, 7:30 pm Rosh Chodesh: It’s a

Woman’s Thing

Tuesday, April 17, 7:00 pm Book Chat (note new day)
Sunday, April 22, 10:00-11:30 am Zhava Parenting

Session with Dr. Adam Pletter. See ad on this page.
Sunday, April 29 Good Deeds Day Sisterhood/Zhava
activities

Men’s Club

Kavod Awards

UPCOMING MEN’S CLUB EVENTS
Sunday, April 1 No program; Passover, second day
Sunday, April 8, 10:00 am Richard Marker, a profes-

sor of philanthropy at the University of Pennsylvania
and New York University and co-founder of the Wise
Philanthropy Institute, will present “Four Philanthropy Trends Worth Watching – For All of Us,” in which
he will discuss implications of these trends.

Thursday, April 12 (note: second Thursday) 8:30 pm

Hearing Men’sVoices. Jon Shields will lead a discussion of “Am I My Brother’s Keeper?”
Sunday, April 15, 10:00 am Cary Feldman will discuss
the Beth El Legacy program and how it benefits Beth
El and the legatee
Sunday, April 22, 10:00 am On Earth Day 49, members
of the Green Tikkun Committee will discuss tips for
reducing your home waste stream (such as composting and recycling), environmentally sensitive landscaping (such as native species and reducing invasive
species), and water management (such as conservation
and reducing runoff).
Sunday, April 29, 10:00 am Congregant Ken Feigenbaum, adjunct professor of psychology at the University of Maryland, will discuss known and less wellknown people in the development of Conservative
Judaism and in the early founding of the movement
in the United States. He will also discuss why Conservative Judaism rose in Germany and the different
context for its rise in the U.S.

Be ready for 8 days and nights of Passover!
286125 1-1/2” 3R sg

Once signed and returned, further changes to the
quantity ordered or to the cover cannot be made.

Please sign and return this cover proof.

The Eat In Good Health
Cookbook is loaded with
Passover recipes that will
creatively feed your family
and friends for many meals
beyond the seder. Remove
the chametz from your
kitchen, but add a cookbook! Buy one for yourself,
as a hostess gift, or for anyone who is cooking (and
eating!) this holiday.

Books are available in the
synagogue office or online at bethelmc.org/ sisterhood/
cookbook/
Please sign and return this cover proof.

We have proofread this cover and have marked all corrections necessary.
We understand that any errors not marked by us are our responsibility.

❑ Proceed with printing as is
(no corrections)

Customer Signature Here

❑ Make changes as indicated and
proceed with printing

Customer Signature Here

❑ Make changes as indicated and

e-mail additional proof ($10 fee)
Customer Signature Here

Left to right: Mark Levitt, Jerry Herman, Peter Novick, Bill
Kanter, and David Sanders.

On Sunday, March 18, at a festive and ruach-filled breakfast, long-time congregants Bill Kanter and Jerry Herman
received the Beth El Men’s Club Kavod Awards for Distinguished Service to Congregation Beth El and the Jewish
Community, respectively. Peter Novick, leader of the Early
Shabbat Morning service, presented the Kavod Award to
Bill, citing Bill’s frequent and inspiring Torah reading and
his leadership of shiva minyans. Mark Levitt presented the
Kavod Award to Jerry, describing his visionary strategic leadership with Panim, BBYO, the United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism, and the Jewish Millennial Engagement
Project. Rabbi Harris gave a thoughtful d’var Torah, and
David Sanders chaired the annual breakfast. A hearty yasher
koach to Bill and Jerry! n

Blue Yarmulke Man-of-the-Year Award
Sunday, May 6, 5:00 pm
B’nai Israel Congregation
6301 Montrose Road, Rockville

The Men's Club congratulates Howie
Stein on being selected as Beth El’s
2018/5778 Blue Yarmulke Man-ofthe-Year. Join us at the Federation of
Jewish Men's Clubs Seaboard Region
Blue Yarmulke Man-of-the-Year dinner on Sunday, May 6, 5:00 pm at
B'nai Israel Congregation, 6301 Montrose Road, Rockville. Go to https://
www.wizadjournal.com/fjmcseaboard2018/ for further
information, to register online, and/or purchase a tribute
page honoring Howie. Sign-up forms also are available in
the lobby. Limited seating - reserve your seats now. Only
$90 per person.
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Comparative Religions Live at Beth El
By Vatsal Mehta and Armin Sipovic

On February 13, a team of AFS-YES (Youth Exchange and
Dietary laws for Jewish people are kashrut observance
Study) Muslim, Jain, and Hindu high school exchange stuand for Muslims, halal observance. Halal allows seafood but
dents visited Beth El’s 8th grade comparative religions class.
meat must be properly blessed and slaughtered. Jains are vegTwo of the YES students explained that we are sponsored by etarians who don’t want to take a life. They can have dairy,
the State Department to promote peace through personal
but don’t eat eggs, and many avoid root vegetables. Hindus
diplomacy and leadership events while attending American
eat no beef because the cow is sacred.
New Perspectives
high schools. We live with American families, for example,
In this way, we compared the differences in religions. We
the Janssen family, congregants who are hosting Janice, a
wished that we had more time to talk with the class beMuslim, from Pakistan.
cause the discussions
Our team memwere just beginning.
bers come from
The Jewish kids
Pakistan (Isra and
seemed interested
Janice), India (Zeesha
in knowing new
and Vatsal), Senegal
things about Islam,
(Mouhamed), Turkey
Hinduism, and Jai(Samet), Lebanon
nism. It also seemed
(Nadim), Bangladesh
like they were get(Isheka), and Bosnia
ting to know each
(Armin).
other more as the
We introduced
conversation went
ourselves and gave a
on. The small groups
highlight of our expehelped to remove
rience in the United
States. Some enjoyed Religious School students and AFS students participate in the comparative the doubts of the
Jewish kids towards
skiing, wrestling, try- religion class. Photo by Jaime Theilen
Islam. Our takeaway from the event was that our perspective
ing the food, spending time with their host family, having
towards Jewish culture and religion got a new direction. We
independence, and being able to be open about your sexual
identity. We led a small group discussion, answering the Jew- hope the Jewish students got to know more about our faiths
and will apply their knowledge in their comparative religion
ish students’ questions about Islam, Hinduism, and Jainism,
class.
and we shared our experiences in our own countries. For
This is the way the AFS-YES program promotes peace:
example, after the Muslim call to prayer over a loudspeaker,
by sharing cultures and building bridges between religions
markets close while people gather for prayers.
Similarities and Differences
and countries to make the world more peaceful and a betAs the discussions went on, we talked about the differences
ter place to live. Maybe you, too, can host an AFS-YES high
in our religious practices that included praying, where we
school exchange student and share the joys of Shabbat.You
conversed with God or Allah, and how exchange students
can learn more at AFSUSA.org. Thanks for inviting us to
worship in our own countries. The time of worship differs
class! n
between religions, for example, Jewish Sabbath prayers take
place from Friday at sunset to Saturday at sunset and MusLearn to Knit with Sisterhood/Zhava
Sunday, April 8, 11:15 am to 12:15 pm
lim prayers take place five times a day. The most important
one is the second prayer on Friday, about noon. Both faiths
Would you like to learn how to knit?
Come join us for this class and you’ll
adjust prayer times according to the position of the sun and
be ready for the crafting project
location on the globe. In Judaism, the special days are Shabon Good Deeds Day. Open to all
bat and seasonal festivals. Muslims celebrate Eid and Hijri
interested members and children
(New Year) that can fall in any season. Hindus celebrate Holi
(older than 6). Yarn will be available.
and Diwali. The Jains’ major festival is called the Paryushana
Please RSVP to sisterhoodevent@
or Dasa lakshana parva.
bethelmc.org.
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Scholar-in-Residence Addresses Need to Connect
Europe, Israel
CONG
R
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By Donna Vogel

AR

David Siegel, Beth El’s Scholar-in-Residence, spoke March
Israeli officials, academics, journalists,
4 on “Multi-Dimensional Diplomacy: Israel and Europe.”
and members of think tanks.
Siegel, a former Israeli diplomat, is now the CEO of the
Despite the challenges, ELNET’s
E
EY
TH
EME OF T H
European Leadership Network (ELNET),
policy agenda is largely
working to build positive bilateral relationships
positive, Siegel said. ELbetween Israel and the 28 countries of Europe.
NET hopes to leverage economic potential
Compared to AIPAC, ELNET is far smaller
and areas of convergence even in such difand must operate strategically to further its
ficult areas as Iran and the peace process. Curgoals, Siegel said. Prior to its founding in 2007,
rently operating in foreign affairs, defense, and
a few pro-Israel organizations existed in Euroeconomic policy, the organization is looking
pean nations, notably the United Kingdom, but
to become more involved in business and innot as a network, he explained. ELNET now
novation.
has offices in France, Germany, Poland, and
Listeners asked questions about additional
Brussels (working with NATO and the Eurooutreach, relations with the Israeli governpean Union), and it carries out activities with
ment, funding, and the two-state solution.
Spain and Britain as well. One major strategy
The organization would like to develop a
has been to identify key officials, whether up- David Siegel speaks on
presence in more countries, Siegel said, but
and-coming or in relevant positions, and bring March 4. Photo by Emily Koo its small size limits its outreach. Financial supthem to Israel to witness first-hand the reality of the counport comes from private donors and foundations, 80% from
try’s high-tech economy and value as a trade partner. Many
the United States and most of the rest from France. Siegel
in the audience were surprised to learn that while 80% of
downplayed the role of settlements as an obstacle to the
United States members of Congress have visited Israel, fewer peace process and emphasized the need to build trust - you
than 10% of members of European parliaments can say the
need two peaceful neighbors to have peace.
same. Another emphasis, Siegel said, is organizing “strategic
Rabbi Harris closed by encouraging those in attendance
dialogues,” or structured discussions among European and
to learn, travel, experience more, and get involved. n

Israel Needs Us We Need Israel

CELEBRATE Israel’s 70th birthday by attending the
many events at Beth El between April 15 and May 3.
Featured in an ad in this issue of the Scroll, they include
the April 15 talk by renowned Israeli historian Benny
Morris, a dance celebration with Israeli dance troupes on
April 19, a joyous Shabbat featuring an Israeli dinner and
songs on April 20, a special d’var Torah on April 21, and a
live demonstration of Israel’s high-tech prowess on May 3.

CONGREGA
TI

STUDY the history of modern
H EL C
BET
EL
N
E
Israel. Read the works of Benny
O
Morris to prepare for his talk at Beth
El. Learn about the wars of 1948,
1956, 1967, 1973, and the Lebanon
and Gaza conflicts. Learn about
@
Israel’s social, cultural, economic,
and scientific development. Immerse yourself in one or
two of the thousands of tikkun olam programs in Israel,
ranging from the global humanitarian work of IsraAid
to the inclusion of people with disabilities programs of
the Jewish National Fund, the Israel Defense Forces, and
Israel Elwyn.
S
ATE
BR

On April 19, Israel turns 70 years old. This is a BIG
DEAL. Like any 70-year-old person, Israel is not perfect.
But it is a miracle that it is here at all. After 2,000 years,
a democratic Jewish state once again provides hope and
inspiration for the Jewish people and aspires to become a
light unto the nations. Let us rejoice in Israel’s triumphs
and all the good it is doing, and let us commit to assisting
our brothers and sisters in Israel in their quest for peace,
security, and self-improvement.

70

COMMIT to fight the effort to delegitimize Israel.
Develop a narrative with which you are knowledgeable
and comfortable, then engage in civil discussion and
debate.
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Yom Ha’Atzmaut
Congregational Shabbat Dinner
Friday, April 20, 7:30 pm

Join us to celebrate Israel’s Independence Day with an
Israeli-themed Shabbat dinner.
Please complete the reservation form below together
with your check payable to Beth El.
RSVP deadline is Tuesday morning, April 17. After that,
please call the office at 301-652-2606 for information on
space availability. Questions? Call or email info@bethelmc.
org.
Adult/Teen Name(s)________________________________
Child Name(s) and Age(s) ____________________________
Daytime Phone ______________ Email ________________
# Member Adults/Teens @$23 ____
Total $_______
# Nonmember Adults/Teens @ $28 ____ Total $_______
# Children 6-12 years @$10 ____
Total $_______
# Children 2-5 years @$5 ____ 		
Total $_______
No charge for children under 2 years of age.
Total Due: $___________ (Max. $66/household, i.e. immediate family members living at the same address). If you
are using the household price, it is important that you
still complete the part of the reservation form showing numbers of people in each category.
Food Allergies? ___________________________________

Israel Distinguished Speaker Series

Looking Anew at the 1948 War
Professor Benny Morris
Sunday, April 15, 7:30 pm

Please join us at Beth El as
we welcome Professor Benny Morris, considered one
of the world’s leading historians of modern Israel in
the world. As we celebrate
the 70th anniversary of the
birth of the modern State
of Israel, the man who has
written arguably the best
history of Israel’s founding
will teach us about the War
of Independence, what that
war has meant for the past 70 years, and what it means for
the future.
Professor Morris is a professor of history in the Middle East
Studies Department at Ben-Gurion University in Beersheba, Israel. He is currently the Goldman Visiting Professor
and Israel Institute Fellow at Georgetown University.
A question-and-answer session as well as a reception will
follow the talk.

Israel Media Series

Saturday, April 21, 8:30 pm (note later start time)

Please try to seat us/me with: _______________________
Mail to or drop off at Congregation Beth El, 8215 Old Georgetown Road, Bethesda, MD 20814, so that it is received no
later than Tuesday morning, April 17.

Rescheduled from February. Israel Media Series presents
Between Worlds. This 2016 movie is about Oliel, the
victim of a terror attack, who now lies severely injured
and unconscious in Hadassah Hospital. Over the course
of several days, his mother, Bina, bonds with Amal, a
beautiful young girl there to attend to her dying father.
A mysterious story of a “forbidden” interethnic love affair
unfolds and makes its way to a poignant conclusion.
Much food for thought about race relations in modern
Jerusalem.
Zhava Meditation Session with Hazzan Fradkin on
Sunday, March 18. Photo by Mitchell Solkowitz.
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So come out and join us. It’s still only $5 per person and
refreshments are limited only by your capacity.
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By Larry Sidman

CONG
R

Gedalia, JFK, and Rabin: The Profound Impacts of Their
Assassinations

AR

Almost all Americans over the age of 65 remember precisely showed in painful detail the level of
where they were when they heard that President John F.
animus against Rabin, especially on
Kennedy had been assassinated. Almost all Israelis over the
the religious right, that was triggered
E
EY
TH
EME OF T H
age of 30 remember precisely where they were when they
by Rabin’s quest for peace embodied
heard that Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin had been
in the Oslo Accords. Many audience members, though not
assassinated. We have only biblical accounts in the Book
all, agreed that the political environment surrounding JFK’s
of Kings about the assassination of Gedaliah ben Ahikam,
assassination, especially in Texas and the rest of the South,
roughly 2,600 years ago, but the impact was so great that
arising out of the hatred for Kennedy’s Catholicism and his
observant Jews still fast on the third of Tishrei to mark his
growing sympathy with the plight of African Americans, had
murder.
laid the foundation for his
On February 11, our
assassination.
Ongoing Implications
shaliach, Itsik Sayag, and the
Many in attendance also
senior shaliach from Jewish
expressed the view that the
Federation of Greater WashJFK and Rabin assassinations
ington, Tzachi Levy, engaged
changed the course of
the Beth El Men’s Club, the
history of America and
Am Yisrael Chai Committee,
Israel, respectively. The
and other congregants in a
exact extent and direction
thought-provoking, multiof those changes are still
media discussion about the
being experienced. There
similarities, differences, and
is less doubt about the
enduring consequences of
consequences of Gedaliah’s
these catastrophic events. Pos- Itsik Sayag (left) and Tzachi Levy. Photo by Emily Koo
ing fundamental questions about who was the murderer, did assassination. As Itsik and Tzachi explained, Gedaliah, a Jew
appointed as governor by the Babylonian king around the
he act alone, was he encouraged, and why and what were
the end results, Itsik and Tzachi reviewed the basic history of time of the destruction of the First Temple, brought some
sense of stability and security and was immensely popular.
these assassinations, emphasizing the political and social enHe was murdered by Ishmael, a descendant of ancient Israeli
vironment in which they occurred.
Emotion in Song
royalty, and 10 conspirators, plunging the region into chaos
Itsik and Tzachi evoked the emotions of the audience by re- and foreshadowing the murder or exile of the remaining
lating their respective experiences with the Rabin assassinaJews from Israel.
tion. Itsik described his fantasies as an eight year old, assumAt the conclusion of the discussion, there was broad
ing that an Arab had killed Rabin. Tzachi attended the proagreement on one of the lessons to be learned from the
peace rally at which Rabin was killed, leading a group of
devastating consequences of these assassinations. On both a
teenagers. He heard what had happened when they returned personal and societal level, sinat chinam, baseless hatred, can
to their bus and somebody turned on the radio. Drawing
lead to the most tragic consequences. The parallels to today
upon moving songs written by Willie Nelson and Lou Reed within both American society and the Jewish community
about their reactions to JFK’s assassinations, they linked their did not escape the attention of those in attendance. n
profound feeling that they had lost a friend with the deeply
personal feelings many in attendance experienced when
Female Health Care Professionals
JFK was assassinated. The sense of kinship with a charismatic
Affinity Group
leader is a powerful common denominator among the three
Sunday, April 22, 10:00 am
assassinations.
All female health care professionals are welcome to join the
Another common link that provoked the most discussion
next affinity group meeting, with guest speaker Dr. Kate
was the hate-filled political climate that nurtured these
Sugarman. Please RSVP to Geryl Baer, gbaer@bethelmc.org.
assassinations. Using photos and posters, Itsik and Tzachi

13

Join Beth El for
Good Deeds Day
Sunday, April 29

Blood Drive
An INOVA mobile donation center will be available in the
parking lot from 8:00 am to 1:00 pm. Contact Jack Ventura at
jack.ventura@verizon.net to schedule your appointment.
Cooking for Shepherd’s Table
Join Sisterhood/Zhava from 9:30 am to noon in our
community effort to provide food for the local homeless
population or cook at home and bring the food to Beth
El. RSVP to sisterhoodevent@bethelmc.org or online at
shalomdc.org/bethelshepherdsgdd2018.
New Towel/Washcloth Collection
Donate new washcloths and bath towels in the Beth El lobby
from 9:00 am to 12:30 pm for the Greentree Shelter, located
in Bethesda at the National Center for Children and Families.

Electronics Collection
Drop off electronics from 10:00 am to 12:30 pm. We assess,
do small repairs, donate, and recycle electronics! We can find
new homes for your old electronics. Common donation items
include computers, televisions, VCRs, and more! For a full list
of electronics we can accept, visit tinyurl.com/y7wszund.
Knit/Crochet for Project 67
Sponsored by Zhava/Sisterhood craft group. Join us from
10:30 am to 12:30 pm to make 10-inch squares. Project 67
is a worldwide initiative to honor Nelson Mandela’s 67 years
of public service. Blankets made from our squares will be
distributed to local charities in Maryland/DC.

Register Online: www.shalomdc.org/bethelgdd2018

For more information, contact Geryl Baer at gbaer@bethelmc.org or 301-652-2606, ext. 352.

Shir Yachad:
A Communal Shabbat in Song
Friday, April 6
Friday night is a time for community, song, and joyful noise. Join us every month for this exciting service
filled with music past and present that stirs the soul and welcomes Shabbat with joy and warmth.
6:00 pm – Nitzanim Musical Service. Families with young children are invited for a fun musical Shabbat service.
6:30 pm – No Happy Hour this month. Please join us for Café Pesach, a congregational Shabbat dinner during Passover. While the reservation deadline has passed, if you still wish to attend, please call the office at
301-652-2606 no later than Wednesday morning, April 4, to check on space availability.
7:30 pm – Main musical service. Oneg Shabbat to follow.
Future dates: May 4 and June 1.
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On March 4, brothers Joel and Sam Liss were
awarded the rank of Eagle Scout, the highest
rank in Boy Scouts. As their service projects,
required for earning Eagle rank, Joel organized
a blood drive and Sam carried out a voter registration drive. The Scouts are members of Beth
El’s Troop 1800, which for over 30 years has offered an inclusive Jewish Scouting experience
open to all boys. Photo by Lee Shekter

Welcome to our new lobby! Rabbi Harris, Elizabeth
Goldman, and Jill Rider sample drinks from the coffee
bar at the Lobby Warming on Sunday, March 18. Photo
by Mitchell Solkowitz.

Beth El Annual Meeting
Thursday, May 10, 8:15 pm
Agenda:
D’var Torah
Minutes of Previous Annual Meeting
President’s Report
Proposed Budget FY’19
Election of Officers and At-Large Directors*
Adjournment
Reception
Information pertaining to the agenda will be mailed in
late April or early May.
*Nominees are: Sam Boxerman, Adam Ducker, Rochelle
Chodock Fink, Jonathan Gross, Andy Koblenz, and Cinthia
Rozanski. Beth El bylaws state that additional nominations
may be submitted no later than May 1 to the president and
executive director by written petition signed by at least 40
congregants in good standing. For more details, contact
Sheila Bellack at sbellack@bethelmc.org or 301-652-2606.

Find Beth El on Social Media

Instagram

fb.me/congregation.beth.el

twitter.com/bethelmoco

instagram.com/bethelmoco

youtube.com/bethelmc

Beth El partnered with Saint Mark Presbyterian,
Bethesda United Methodist, and St. John’s Episcopal
in several activites related to the March 24 March
for our Lives. Beth El congregants Evelyn Karson and
Cary Feldman joined others at Saint Mark on Sunday,
March 18, to make signs for the march.
Photo by Emily Koo.

Visit the Beth El Member Portal!
View your account, pay your invoices,
update your contact information,
view your loved ones’ yahrzeit dates,
make a donation, search our online
membership directory, and more with
Beth El’s member portal. Coming
soon: request your High Holiday tickets and register
for events with easy pre-filled forms. If you’ve already
signed up, you can access the member portal at members.
bethelmc.org. If you’re not yet enrolled, email Tiarra Joslyn
at tjoslyn@bethelmc.org to get started.
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Contributions
Donations made from February 3 to March 5

Annual Campaign
In Honor Of:

Katie Friedman by Barry and Barbara Friedman
Miles and Emma Waldman by Barry and Barbara Friedman

Beth El Forest

In Memory Of:

Channah Diamond, great-grandmother, by Dov and Sharon
Margolis Apfel
David Allen Shell by Julia Copperman
David Diamond, beloved grandfather, by Dov and Sharon
Margolis Apfel
Ely Yakutiel by Kenneth and Samantha Rosenberg
Julius Weisberg by Stuart and Elizabeth Weisberg

Beth El Israel Fund
In Memory Of:

Evelyn Shevin by Marilyn, Frans, and Michelle Shevin-Coetzee
Carolyn Marcus Fitzpatrick, my sister, by Lesli Marcus Gillman
Rose Cohan by Solomon and Rita Barr

Building Fund

In Memory Of:

Inez Silverstein, mother of Don Silverstein, by Cary and Nancy
Feldman and David Metzger

Cantor’s Fund

In Honor Of:

Hazzan Fradkin for teaching at the Shiur by Golden Shiur
Jasper Lester’s bar mitzvah by Craig Yokum
Rebecca Gross and Hazzan Fradkin for Joseph Auerbach’s bar
mitzvah by Karen and Andrew Auerbach
Yael Fishman’s bat mitzvah by Craig Yokum
In Memory Of:
Esther Nusinovich by Gregory and Yelena Nusinovich
Jack Amster by Jayson Amster and Mary Hanna
Jessie Arnheim, daughter-in-law of Walter Arnheim and Marsha
Rehns, by Doug and Brenda Bregman
Maria Markov by Gregory and Yelena Nusinovich
Simon Margolis, beloved grandfather, by Dov and Sharon
Margolis Apfel

Chevra Kadisha Fund
In Memory Of:

Edward Deutsch, beloved father, by Stewart and Myra Deutsch
Estelle Berger Rubin, beloved mother-in-law, by Audrey
Berger
Ruth Horwitz, my beloved mother, by Ellen and David Darr
William Goldfine by Jeffrey and Marilyn Glick

Elaine Silverman Gessow College Connection Fund
In Memory Of:

Beatrice Chernin by Gerald and Fay Chernin
Irena Ross Glick by Jeffrey and Marilyn Glick
Sara Sarokin by Saul Golubcow and Hedy Teglasi

General Fund

By: Mitchell and Rochelle Solkowitz
In Honor Of:

Raquelita Sokol’s bat mitzvah, granddaugher of Tutti and Jose
Sokol and daughter of Danny and Hannah Sokol, by Jack and
Stephanie Ventura
Erica Edelman’s beautiful bat mitzvah by Robin Jacobson and
Jim Armbruster
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Please remember that contributions can be made
easily, quickly, and securely via our webpage –
www.bethelmc.org
Suzanne Bronheim and her milestone birthday by Beth El
Opera Havurah
Amanda Ford for helping Mira sew a beautiful tallit by
Jonathan Epstein and Mira Epstein
In Memory Of:
Abraham Becker by Scott and Mila Becker
Albert Boxerman, father of Sam Boxerman, by Don Silverstein,
Liz Schrayer and Jeff Schwaber, Robert Fersh and Sharon
Markus, Susie and Steve Zimmermann, and Irwin and
Daphne Halpern
Ann Eisenberg, mother of Allen Eisenberg, by Donna Vogel and
David Margulies, Karyl Barron and Jeffrey Moak, and Howie
and Holly Stein
Arno Stein, grandfather of Howard Stein, by Howie and Holly
Stein
Martha Stein, grandmother of Howard Stein, by Howie and
Holly Stein
Arthur Gang by Florence Gang
David Band by Leesa Fields and Jonathan Band
David Finbloom by Thera Swersky
David Kanter, father of William Kanter, by Bill and Sue Kanter
Deborah Shandell, beloved sister, by Andrea Shandell and
Russell Fox
Edward Shandell, beloved grandfather, by Andrea Shandell and
Russell Fox
Freyda Golynskaya by Tatyana Estrina
George Adelstein by Robert and Miriam Adelstein
Gilda Neustein by Richard and Sharon Schulman
Harriette Merkur by David and Natalie Merkur Rose
Harry Birnkrant, father of Henry and Alan Birnkrant, by
Howie and Holly Stein and Leesa Fields and Jonathan Band
Harry H. Kahn, our beloved father, by Paul and Marcia Merlin
Inez Silverstein by Robert Fersh and Sharon Markus
Janice Goldin by David and Natalie Merkur Rose
Jessie Arnheim, daughter-in-law of Walter Arnheim and Marsha
Rehns, by Bert and Susan King
Julius Kaplan, beloved father, by Rosalie Sporn
Larry Eisner by Amy and Adam Eisner
Linda Zell Randall, niece of Marilyn and Murray
Hammerman, by the Beth El Opera Havurah
Martin B. Feinberg by Kenneth and Dede Feinberg
Martin Koby by Larry, Jeremy, Ilana, and Daphne Kaplan
Max J. Cohen, uncle of William Kanter, by Bill and Sue Kanter
Miriam Ginsburg by the Pikovsky family
Morris Moshman by Annette Moshman
Penny Platt by Joel and Joan Simon
Raye Simon by Joel and Joan Simon
Robert Schrayer by Liz Schrayer
Rosara Sundell by Susan Sundell Hanley
Sidney Lipsky by Michael and Reggie Oldak
Sonia Golubcow, mother of Saul Golubcow, by Jack and
Stephanie Ventura
Stanley Wineman by Mark Schwartz
Tsiporah Bernstein by Harvey and Melinda Bernstein

Groner Camp Ramah Scholarship Fund
In Memory Of:

Linda Zell Randall, niece of Marilyn Hammerman, by Erwin
and Leena Groner
Ruth Merber by Marilyn Ripin

Kimball Nursery School Fund
In Memory Of:

Lee Rowe by Amy Cooper

Contributions Continued
Miriam Ginsburg, mother of Lisa Arber, by Kim Lausin

Library Fund

In Memory Of:

Helen Mae Margolis, beloved mother, by Dov and Sharon
Margolis Apfel
Gertrude Weiss by Karen Satin, Michael Weiss, and Mitchell
Weiss
Jessie Qiu Arnheim by Dov and Sharon Margolis Apfel

Sarah Forster by Stanley and Dena Forster
Sol Kleiner by Rhonda Kleiner
Sonia Golubcow, mother of Saul Golubcow, by Amy and Gene
Goott

Samuel Scolnic Adult Institute Fund
In Memory Of:

Masorti

Bernie Wassertzug by Sarah Kalser
Maita Bezner by Ellen and Steven Bezner
Martin Rosensky, beloved husband, by Anne Rosensky

Martin Weiss, father of Irvin Weiss, by Irvin and Rita Weiss

In Memory Of:

In Memory Of:

Senior Caucus Fund

Mazon

Harold Palefsky by Lillian Palefsky

In Memory Of:

Dr. Elaine L. Shalowitz Education Fund

Beatrice Zuravin by Hugh and Ruth Sickel
Fred Hainbach by Don and Michelle Hainbach

In Memory Of:

Mintz Landscaping Fund

Simos Music Fund

Anna Turteltaub by Helena Koenig
Bernard Turteltaub, my beloved father, by Helena Koenig

Zachary E. Levy by David and Stacey Topol

In Memory Of:

Morning Minyan Fund
In Memory Of:

Bernie Wassertzug by Julia Copperman
Blanche B. Cohen, mother of Barbara Cohen Lerman, by
Barbara and Allen Lerman
Edward Strauss by Bruce and Suzanne Strauss
Herbert A. Rosenthal, Sr., by Herb and Nancy Rosenthal
Joseph Berinstein by Herb and Nancy Rosenthal
Mamie Copperman, my mother-in-law, by Julia Copperman
My father by Judith Koenick
Norman Brody, brother of Gerald Brody, by Gerald and Caryl
Brody
Sara Burkom, my beloved mother, by Ruth Greenberg

Prayer Book Fund
In Memory Of:

David Solomon Solovey, father of Sam Solovey, by Julian Levin
Helen S. Heller, beloved mother, by Mark and Ruth Catan
Pauline Heckman by Bernard and RuthAnn Heckman

Rabbi’s Fund

In Honor Of:

Rabbi Harris for the baby naming of Sadie Peretzman by Mark
and Barbara Rabin
Rabbi Werbin for Joseph Auerbach’s bar mitzvah by Karen and
Andrew Auerbach
Rabbi Rudolph for officiating at the funeral of my mother,
Margaret Guttmann, by Sarah Birnbach and Jake Guttmann
In Memory Of:
Barbara Baer by Karen and Alan Goldstein
Barney London by Shelly and Margery London
Beatrice Diamond, beloved aunt, by Dov and Sharon Margolis
Apfel
Ben Cohen, my beloved father-in-law, by Rita Liebowitz
David Pollack by Linda and Alan Orenstein
Deana Bodner, mother of Jonathan Bodner and grandmother
of Jack and Liam Bodner, by the Bodner family
Julia I.Yokum, my grandmother, by Craig Yokum
Maria Markov by Gregory and Yelena Nusinovich
Maurice Kohn by Parker O’Shea
Molly Forster by Stanley and Dena Forster
Rita Trauberman by Jeffrey Trauberman and Patricia Ann Silver
My beloved aunt Rose Lubin by Rita Liebowitz
Ruth Cohen by Rita Miller
Sara Silver, grandmother and great-grandmother, by Patricia
Ann Silver

Elaine Shalowitz, my beloved wife, by Erwin Shalowitz
In Memory Of:

Sisterhood Kiddush Fund
In Honor Of:

The Tallit Workshop by Jason and Donna Shimshi

Sisterhood Shiva Meal Fund
In Memory Of:

Ann Eisenberg, mother of Allen Eisenberg, by Marvin
Yudkovitz
Linda Zell Randall, niece of Marilyn Hammerman, by Sarah
Kalser

Social Action Fund
In Memory Of:

Martin Rosensky by Lee Miller and Sheryl Rosensky

Sorkin Confirmation Israel Fund
In Memory Of:

Jerry Sorkin by Eugene and Amy Goott, Gregg and Stefanie
Rothschild, Howie and Holly Stein, and June and Rob Falb

Elaine Tanenbaum Religious School Enrichment Fund
In Memory Of:

Samuel Tanenbaum, beloved father, by Herbert Tanenbaum

Torah Scroll Fund
In Memory Of:

Ann Eisenberg, mother of Allen Eisenberg, by Jeff and Bobbi
Spector

Transportation Fund
In Memory Of:

Dale Sue Allen, my beloved daughter, by Annette Goldberg
Helen Cohen, my mother, by Henrietta Asen
Jennie Ash by Anita Ash
Sarah Spero, grandmother of Stephanie Ventura, by Jack and
Stephanie Ventura

Weker Family Program Fund
By: Laurie Lipton

Werner Liturgical Music Fund
In Memory Of:

Bess Unger Cohn by Jerome Heffter
Leah Heffter, my mother, by Jerome Heffter

Wolf Israel Quest Fund
In Memory Of:

Sy Wolf by Fay Wolf
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While we know you’ll want to read every word in this issue of the Scroll, when you’re finished, please recycle it.

Bulletin Board

Send submissions to the Scroll to scroll@bethelmc.org

Mazal Tov to

Linda Goldsmith and Howard Berger on the birth of their
grandson, Jacob Wolgamot. Parents are Emily Berger and
Adam Wolgamot, and proud big sister is Grace Wolgamot
Henry Kahn and Laura Primakoff on the engagement of their
daughter, Mira, to Jason Ethridge
Michael and Reggie Oldak on the birth of their granddaughter, Charlotte “Charlie” Eloise Driscoll. Parents are Jeff and
Victoria Oldak Driscoll.

Condolences to

Gerri Baer and Daniel Isaac on the death of Gerri's mother,
Barbara Baer, grandmother of Alexandra and Arielle Isaac
Henry Birnkrant and Lynn Goldin and Alan and Debbie
Birnkrant on the death of Henry and Alan’s father, Harry
Birnkrant
Allen Eisenberg and Connie Stromberg on the death of Allen’s mother, Ann Eisenberg, grandmother of Matthew, Ari,
and Jonah
The family of longtime congregant Anne Foss
Saul Golubcow and Hedy Teglasi on the death of Saul’s
mother, Sonia Golubcow
Marilyn and Murray Hammerman on the death of their
niece, Linda Zell Randall
Longtime congregant Barbara Kotz on the death of her husband, Marvin Kotz
Helen and Eli Shell on the death of their son, David Shell
Don Silverstein on the death of his mother, Inez Silverstein,
grandmother of Alison, Tanya, and Amanda

Noteworthy

Senior Caucus Meeting, Wednesday, April 4, 1:00 pm.
These vibrant, active retirees join to hear about ongoing programs
and plan new activities. Be one of them. Followed by:

Roundtable with the Rabbi, Wednesday, April 4, 2:00 pm.
Join us to celebrate April birthdays (yours and those of others) with desserts, coffee, and a discussion led by Rabbi Harris.
Birthday celebrants receive a special invitation, but all are welcome
each month. This program is made possible in part through the
generosity of Annette Moshman.
Dor L’Dor, Thursday, April 12, noon. The Beth El Preschool
(BEPS) 4s class and a group of Beth El seniors blend together
naturally to form Dor L’Dor. To participate and share pizza with
the preschoolers, RSVP to Ricardo Munster at 301-652-8569, ext.
316, or rmunster@bethelmc.org. This program is made possible in
part through the generosity of Annette Moshman.
Senior Caucus Luncheon Program, Thursday, April 19.
Lunch starts at noon. Following lunch, we will screen the film The
Wedding Plan. After her fiancé calls off their wedding a month
before the ceremony, an Orthodox Jewish woman decides to keep
the reservation and trusts God will provide her with a husband.
Cost of lunch is $10. To RSVP for lunch, call Ricardo Munster at
301-652-2606, ext. 316, or rmunster@bethelmc.org by Tuesday,
April 17. The program itself is free and begins after lunch, at 1:00
pm. This program is made possible in part through the generosity
of Annette Moshman.
Senior Caucus Brown Bag lunch, Thursday, April 26,
noon. Come and socialize with your friends and enjoy refreshments and dessert.
Bridge – the greatest game ever! Join us every Monday and
also on Thursday (except April 19) from noon to 3:00 pm. Drop
in and join a game; no partner necessary. For information or
transportation, contact Ricardo Munster at 301-652-2606, ext.
316, or rmunster@bethelmc.org.

