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Coming Closer

IN A NEW YEAR
By Rabbi Greg Harris

Growing up in the San Francisco Bay
Area, part of me was always jealous of my
Christian friends. An even greater part
was jealous of my Chinese friends. It
seemed to me they had far grander new
year celebrations than my Jewish friends
and me. For Christians, they literally
shaped the year. Since about 800 A.D. (or
C.E. in Jewish parlance), Anno Domini
(A.D.) and Before Christ (B.C.) shaped
the calendar we lived by. Some scholars
have dated the beginning of A.D./B.C.
to centuries earlier. From a boy’s perspective, my Chinese
friends’ traditional
Dragon Dance
dominated over a few
lousy apples dipped
in honey.
And yet, my family’s rhythm was tied to the Jewish new
year. Rosh Hashanah brought meals
with our extended family, sitting next
to my dad in the sanctuary as he kept us
kids engaged with little jokes, pokes and
tricks. I was convinced our new year was
so important that the school year began
with Rosh Hashanah. I could anticipate
my mom insisting we stay in the service
through the Torah reading… and then it
was off to the playground.
While the Christians may have the
dominant calendar and the Chinese have
a mesmerizing Dragon Dance which
includes firecrackers, Rosh Hashanah
always had an irreplaceable family close-

ness. It was a time of year shaped by the
decisions my parents made for us. They
chose to make the holidays defining experiences for our identity and faith.
Decades later, I now appreciate some
of the choices my parents made for me.
They chose to find activities at our synagogue in order to make it a comfortable
place for us. They made sure walking
into a synagogue was not uncommon
or uncomfortable for my sisters and me,
a gift we all have benefited from. We
each attend synagogues with different
frequencies and for
different reasons now,
but synagogues are
important parts of
our lives.
In the new year,
5779, I encourage
you to accept the invitations Beth El
extends to get involved. Get involved
in spiritual experiences or social action
events. Take a class to learn something
new or just to meet a new friend. Our
lives are filled with reasons to say no…
but finding a reason to say yes may help
deepen and define your connection to
Beth El and the broader Jewish experience.
All of Beth El’s staff want to help you
find your place within the synagogue
community. Even though we don’t have
a dragon dancing on the High Holidays,
I know your investment into the community and yourself can be even more
continued on page 2
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FROM THE CLERGY continued from page 1

amazing and transformative.
From the entire clergy team and staff, we wish you a shana
tova u’metuka – a good and sweet new year. n

Torah Study Class Welcomes All Students
Thursdays, 9:45-11:05 am
(beginning September 6)

Taught by Religious School teacher and scholar Marilyn Fine.
Explore the weekly parasha through commentary, midrashim,
group discussion, and personal reflection.
For information contact Pat Danoff or Marilyn Fine.

Save the Date - Beth El Gala 2018
Join us for an evening of fun-raising and fundraising on
Saturday, November 10. More information coming soon.

First Friday of the month,
beginning Friday, October 5
6:00 pm - Nitzanim Musical Service
6:30 pm - Happy Half-Hour
7:00 pm - Shir Yachad musical service
Friday night is a time for community, song, and joyful
noise. Everyone is invited to join us on the first Friday
of each month, beginning October 5, for this exciting
service filled with music past and present that stirs the
soul and welcomes Shabbat with joy and warmth.
6:00 pm - Nitzanim. Families with young children are
invited for a fun musical Shabbat service.
6:30 pm - Happy Half-Hour! Everyone is invited to
schmooze while enjoying drinks (both adult and kid
friendly!) and appetizers.
Free babysitting will be available.
7:00 pm - Main musical service. Oneg to follow.
Dates for 2018-2019: Fridays, October 5, November 2,
December 7, January 4, February 1, March 1, April 5,
May 3, June 7

September B’nai Mitzvah
September 1: Bradley Rich, Talia Bradley
September 15: Sam Lev
September 29: Zara Ducker

The Meaning of “Bless”
By Elliot Wilner

In the prayer book there are probably
no words – with the exception of
the name of God – that appear more
frequently than barukh and b’rakha,
meaning “blessed” and “blessing.” We
ordinarily understand “blessed” or
“blessing” in the sense of favorable
consideration given to
the lesser or weaker party
by the greater or stronger party: a child blessed
by a parent, a commoner by a king, or a mortal
by God. While there are instances in the prayer
book where God’s blessing is invoked upon us or
upon our world, it is more commonly the case
that we ourselves invoke a blessing upon God, as
in this familiar formula, “Barukh Atah Adonai…,”
meaning “Blessed are You, Adonai…”

Can God be the Object of a Blessing?

In order to avoid the cognitive dissonance that is
created by the use of “bless” when God is the object, some
prayer books (including Sim Shalom, widely used in Conservative congregations) have substituted the word “praise”
for “bless.” The notion is that we should freely take the initiative in extolling God without presuming that God will
respond to us. So the formal introduction to prayer, “Bar’khu
et Adonai Ha’mvorakh,” is now translated as “Praised be God
the Exalted One.” But nowhere in the Hebrew Bible does
the root “b.r.kh” have a meaning other than “kneel” or its
derivative “bless.” Translations such as “praise” and “exalt”
are contrived and inaccurate. There are a number of words
in the Hebrew Bible that have the meaning of “praise,” but
“b.r.kh” is not one of them.
So what should we understand barukh to mean when it is
directed toward God? It seems to be a dilemma. The Siddur
Lev Shalem (acquired by Beth El several years ago) may have
ingeniously “solved” the dilemma. The English translation
of Barukh Atah Adonai in Siddur Lev Shalem is – wait for it! –
Barukh Atah Adonai. (For other derivatives of b.r.kh., such as
barkhu, Siddur Lev Shalem reverts to “praise.”) But this trick
doesn’t really solve anything.

What We Are Doing When We Bless God

Rabbi Elliot Dorff (in Traditional Prayers, Modern Commentaries, p. 31) offers the explanation that, since God is our sovereign and the source of all our blessings, each time we choose
to bless God we are actually choosing to acknowledge His
sovereignty; and by so doing, we may obtain His blessing.
Similarly, Rabbi Lawrence Kushner and Rabbi Nehemiah

Polen (ibid, pp. 33-34) address the apparent absurdity of a
blessing being directed to God by a human being: “But how
can a person actually bless God!” They endorse the viewpoint of Chaim of Volozhyn, a disciple of the Vilna Gaon,
who, in his “Nefesh Ha’chayim,” suggests that through speech
people “can call forth the Divine flow of blessing.” As explained by Kushner and Polen, “We cannot, to be sure, put
something there that was not already there, but
we can bring something into reality that was
only hitherto a possibility. Thus, the one who
blesses becomes an agent of self-realization and
fulfillment for the one who receives the blessing…And when we ‘bless’ God, since God is
the source of all life, we effectively enable the
Holy One to bless us. In blessing God, we are
blessing ourselves.”
Given the basic alternatives available for an
English translation of “b.r.kh” when the object
of the verb is God – either “bless” or “praise”
– the more satisfactory choice would seem to be “bless,” as
long as we are conscious of the word’s implied meaning: that
God is the source of all blessing. This is a notion that has
been expressed succinctly by Rabbi W.G. Plaut (in The Torah,
A Modern Commentary, p. 305): “Every blessing bestowed by
man is at the core a prayer, since it asks God to help him accomplish what he by himself cannot.” n

Community Challah Bake
Sunday, October 21
3:00-6:00 pm

Join Sisterhood to learn to make
challah from expert Beth El bakers. Measure, mix, knead, and braid
alongside other new and experienced challah makers. Leave with
a challah all ready to bake for Shabbat. While the dough
rises there will be opportunities to learn about topics like
the mitzvah of taking challah, seven species challah, gluten-free challah, and making challah using a machine.
Cost: $25 per challah. (If you would like to bring a friend or
relative and make one challah together, you still pay $25.)
For members of Sisterhood/Zhava and Honeymoon Israel
alumni, the cost will be $18 per challah.
The Community Challah Bake is part of The Shabbat Project, a worldwide event. We are especially excited to welcome alumni of Honeymoon Israel to the Challah Bake.
Register online at bethelmc.org/challah-bake.
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Beth El offers a variety of services for the High Holidays. Along with our “main” service, there are also alternative services such as the Kol
Haneshama service, family services for parents with younger school-aged children, children’s services, and teen discussions, to name a few.
Over the summer, in preparation for the High Holidays, the Scroll asked different service leaders two questions: How are you preparing
this summer to lead a part of the service? Are you trying anything new? Here are the answers we received:

There are two parts of the High Holidays – logistics
and spirituality. Each requires a lot of focus and cannot
be rushed. The logistics for the upcoming High Holidays begin right after the previous year’s services end.
The clergy review the service experiences, the teaching opportunities in the sermons, music and informal
comments and kavanot. For this year we are trying a
new meditation service. On the eve of the second day
of Rosh Hashanah, we will have our traditional service
as well as a new meditation service. The Hazzan will
pilot this new service experience utilizing the meditation techniques he has introduced throughout the year.
The services led by Beth El’s fulltime clergy are only
part of the picture. There are numerous youth and family services as well as incredible lay-led experiences. By
the spring, we have secured the major service leaders.
In June, we begin thinking about honors throughout
the service. After vacations, it is time to focus on the
sermons. That transitions to the spiritual aspects of the
holidays. While I have been thinking about aspects of
the High Holidays for months, preparing the sermons
shift me into thinking deeply about the themes of the
season. What has been happening in my life, the life of
the congregation and the world that deserves attention.
How can I “add value” to the discussion and bring Judaism’s wisdom to bear? Like a marathon, the preparation
is judged on the day yet the enormous amount of unseen time invested in the endeavor makes the experience
most meaningful. Rosh Hashanah is the first and second
of Tishrei but it begins far earlier for me.
–Rabbi Greg Harris
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The new year that begins soon brings new challenges
and I am getting ready for it with a lot of enthusiasm. I
started to write my sermons in mid-summer.
One of the things that encouraged me, believe it or
not, is the cart of books for sale that sits outside the Beth
El library. I found, for just one dollar each, two beautiful CDs with Sephardic High Holiday songs and tunes.
To get into the mood for the High Holidays, I play it in
my car all the time and every time I park in the Beth El
parking lot.
Also, this year I had the honor to be invited to teach
about sermons at the Washington Board of Rabbis.
Teaching other colleagues is very challenging, and I
hope I will be up to the challenge.
–Rabbi Fabián Werbin

While traveling in Europe this past summer, my wife
and I visited many houses of worship, holy places, synagogues, churches, and mosques. I am looking forward to
drawing on these special moments and iconic landmarks
as inspiration for my High Holiday teen discussions this
year. We will be exploring the many aspects of holiness
and what makes something sacred. During this season
of sacred time we will examine what is holy about these
few days, the prayers, and the readings, and delve into
what separates the plain and ordinary from the extra
special and what some consider holy.
–Sheldon Novek

High Holidays
5779

This summer, I am organizing several groups to sing
with me on the bimah during the High Holidays –
Marak Hayom, teenagers from Shir Yachad, and some
adults as well. Having our congregation represented on
the bimah is so important because it is a visual reminder
that the congregation is not merely about the leadership,
the clergy, and the staff. It really is about the people who
make up this incredible, vibrant community.
One fun thing I’m going to try this year is passing
out some music during one of the services and trying to
have everyone sing in four-part harmony. I think it will
be lovely and really open our hearts to the liturgy.
Also, for the service for the second evening of Rosh
Hashanah we will have a parallel meditative minyan
focusing on relaxation, reflection, and renewal.
The High Holidays are such a heavy time and too
often we don’t give ourselves an opportunity to truly
reflect on the year and what it has meant for us, who we
want to be, and how we are getting there.
–Hazzan Asa Fradkin

I am back for my seventh year at Beth El and can’t wait
to see you. Our services will have content for children
and adults alike, including songs, stories, prayers, a participatory shofar service, Rosh Hashanah goodies, and
yes, the Goat Hat will be back for Yom Kippur. This year
we will focus our kavana (intention) on responsibility,
often a catch-all word. What does it mean in Judaism?
How can we be responsible parents, children, and community members? How might we be more responsible
for ourselves and our own well-being? The entire family
is welcome as we explore the answers to these questions
and celebrate the new year with a whole lot of holiday
spirit!
–Rabbi Jessica Minnen

Each year, without fail, we set aside time to reflect upon
all that has occurred during the past 12 months and
identify the ways in which we can pave new paths forward. This cannot happen without preparation, something that is additionally important for those of us who
lead services and spiritual opportunities for others.
I love creating space for families with young children
to encounter the holidays in meaningful ways, from discussions of what gifts would we give to the world for
its Rosh Hashanah “birthday,” to posing questions and
conversations that help others to move forward into the
new year with greater intentionality. Culling through
picture books for new and inspiring stories and talking
with colleagues are a major component of my preparation for the holidays. It is a great deal of fun planning
out the activities, stories, and discussions that will enrich
the family service I will lead for Rosh Hashanah.
I am also carving out time for some personal reading. One book I am loving is My Jewish Year: 18 Holidays,
One Wondering Jew by Abigail Pogrebin. The author, who
grew up in a Jewish household with some basic Jewish holiday rituals, realized, as an adult, how little she
knew about the origins and purpose of the entire Jewish calendar, especially what relevance it had for herself.
What came out of this realization is a year-long project
of research, observance, and reflection upon every single
aspect of experiencing each piece of a Jewish year. I relate well to this author and am finding her journey to be
inspirational. We are not fixed in our Jewish observance,
and her experience is a reminder that we can continue
to learn and grow as Jewish individuals and our personal
practices will continue to evolve and change throughout
our lives.
I look forward to spending the holidays with the
families of Beth El!
–Elisha Frumkin
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High Holidays Continued

As I look forward to the High Holidays, I am excited
for the opportunity to build community and pray
with K-4th grade families at Whitman High School
on Yom Kippur. While our service is designed with
our K-4th graders in mind, my goal is to make sure
everyone – including the adults in the room – gets
something meaningful out of our experience together.
In my service you and your families can expect song,
age-appropriate selections from the Yom Kippur prayer
service, stories, and plenty of opportunities to share. In
preparation for the service I am looking over new songs
and stories to share. I am also thinking of ways to create more space for our grownups to share their wisdom,
experience, and ideas with our K-4th graders (but not
to worry, no one will be put on the spot to share if they
don’t want to!).
–Rabbi Max Nissen

Every year, when preparing for the High Holiday services, our goal is to make the lay-led Kol Haneshama
services increasingly accessible, family-friendly, and
engaging. In keeping with this approach, we’ve invited
congregants Debbie Feinstein, Steve Kuperberg, and
David Goodfriend to deliver this year’s divrei Torah,
providing their own perspectives on the High Holidays.
Marak Hayom, a teen-run a capella group, has long been
a highlight of the Kol Haneshama services, and more
recently, Beth El teens have taken over the Yom Kippur
Torah reading. This year, we increase our focus on youth
by having Beth El teens Lilah Katz and Matthew Millin
recite two of the three repetitions of Kol Nidrei. Finally,
we will find ways to add new tunes and more congregational singing to the service.
–Sid Getz

6

I have had the pleasure to co-lead or lead High Holiday
Junior Congregation services for over a decade. Cheryl
Kreiser and I used to work together on the service and
six years ago she handed over the reins to me. On the
first day of Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, a large
number of 6th and 7th graders are in attendance. I run
the service in a way similar to the Junior Congregation
Shabbat services but with a few High Holiday prayers
and tunes thrown in. Once the Torah Service has been
completed, we enjoy a hearty discussion on some sort
of theme related to being Jewish and being in middle
school. I generally spend my summer thinking of ideas
for this discussion – by the end of the summer I have
post-it notes all over my desk with discussion ideas –
and the perfect discussion prompt usually comes together about a week before the chagim.
The Junior Congregation service on the second day
of Rosh Hashanah is more intimate. There is a smaller
group in attendance so we do a service in the round. I
find that this a great way to start the new year with a
sense of community and camaraderie. This might sound
shocking, but I purposely don’t prepare anything in
advance for this service. Because the group is small, we
spend some time getting to know each other with some
chag-friendly team-building games before we dive into
the service. If you are looking for an opportunity for
your 6th or 7th grader to have a more intimate prayer
and service experience, please have your child join me
on the second day of Rosh Hashanah. I hope to see
your 6th and 7th graders at Beth El throughout the chagim. Shanah Tovah!
–Tali Moscowitz

High Holidays Continued

Leading high holiday services requires both physical and
spiritual preparation. I aim to lead the Yom Kippur service at Whitman in a very authentic and accurate way,
holding onto the distinct nusach that binds us together
as a community and links us to past generations. When I
was growing up in New York, my childhood synagogue
invited a respected community member, Seymour Gordon, z”l, to lead the High Holiday Shacharit service.
When I went off to college, Mr. Gordon gave me a gift
– a recording of his unique variation of the nusach. He
instructed me to learn the melodies and hoped I would
lead the service one day. I cherish these tapes and listen
to them often. When I hear his voice, I am immediately
transported back to my childhood synagogue, in a seat
next to my father, listening to the Shachrit service. Now,
even though Mr. Gordon is no longer with us, his beautiful voice inspires me, links me to my past, and awakens
a deep spiritual part of me. I work to bring part of him
to the Beth El bimah every year.
I am mentored by our own Hazzan Fradkin, who
graciously helps me perfect the most complex parts of
the service. I also meet with Rabbi Werbin, who provides insight into the deeper meaning of the prayers. It is
also clear we both also really enjoy singing the melodies
together. I prepare physically with both vocal exercises
and endurance activities, including swimming and bicycling. Life changes in many ways each year. The new
challenge I face this year, in a period in which news and
life events pull our attention in many directions, is how
to employ the rich spiritual music from our past to help
us refocus and pray for life in 5779. I am grateful for this
honor to lead the service.
–Joshua Dickstein

The air in Jerusalem is like no other place in the world
– cool, soft, fragrant. I am sitting in a breezy spot gazing
out at a fantastically gorgeous view of one of the most
spiritual cities in the world. I am honored to be asked
to lead High Holiday services for families with children
in grades K-2, as I have for very many years, and I was
asked to write about what I am doing this summer to
prepare. I will also be returning to teach Junior Congregation (as well as 5th-grade prayer at CESJDS) during
the year.
It is essential that professionals who stay a long time
in any field find restorative experiences that help them
regain their passion. Every year, I read all of the latest
children’s books and learn new songs. Those things have
very direct application to how I bring something fresh
to families on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. The
learning that I am privileged to engage in this summer
with the Legacy Heritage Teacher Institute at Hebrew
University has less direct application, but feeding my
passion and growing professionally will contribute to
my ability as a Jewish educator and service leader. I am
here with 28 other teachers from all over the world. We
are each working on projects for our individual schools
(mine is on finding STEM connections in the weekly
Torah portions) but we also learn together from the top
professors about such subjects as intertextual interpretation in Tanakh, meaningful engagement in prayer, and
the origins of Sephardic piyyutim (liturgical poetry).
Over meals, teachers from South Africa, Australia, and
Mexico from all along the spectrum of religious observance chat about how our Jewish journeys brought us to
where we are and the joys and challenges of teaching. I
am filled with gratitude for the opportunity carved out
of time and space to connect meaningfully with likeminded human beings, to be in the presence of such
dedicated professionals, and to be engaged in work that
I find so meaningful personally. All of those seem like
wonderful ways to prepare for the High Holidays.
–Sarah Roark
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High Holidays Continued
HIGH HOLIDAY REGISTRATION

The planning for Nitzanim High Holiday services starts
early, like our kids. We are looking forward to even
more spirited services. Most of all, we want the kids to
enjoy being “in the room” with their friends and families. (The cookies on Rosh Hashanah help – I know
that.) And maybe, just maybe, when the kids least expect
it, we’ll sneak in some good messages for the New Year.
We will bring back our special Taschlich service at
the end of Rosh Hashanah services, when we will toss
our bread into “Nitzanim Creek.”
If I have one theme this year, it is bringing the kids a
message of community, inclusion, and tolerance.The differences that our kids bring into the room – noisy/quiet,
taller/shorter, already reading/barely recognizing letters,
singing all the prayers by heart/barely humming – are
the strength of our services.
I am honored to have the opportunity to welcome
the New Year with your families.
–Dan Goldman

Lulav and Etrog Order Form
I would like to order the following
lulav and etrog set:

q Standard $55 q Quality $68
Name ______________________________________________
Phone _____________________________________________
Email ______________________________________________
Please make your check payable to
Congregation Beth El and send it
with this form to the office.
Orders must be placed by Thursday, September 6.
We anticipate that orders may be
picked up on Friday, September 21,
9:00 am to 3:00 pm, or Sunday, September 23, 10:00 am to noon.
Please call the office before coming
to Beth El.
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Rosh Hashanah begins Sunday
evening, September 9. If you have
not yet returned your High Holiday
Congregation Beth El
registration form, now is the time!
5779 High Holiday
High Holiday seating is still availInformation
able at our Whitman High School
main service for the first day of
Rosh Hashanah, Kol Nidre, and all
day Yom Kippur (at Beth El both
evenings of Rosh Hashanah as
well as the second day). The K-4th grade Whitman Family Service is full; families with children in those grades
are welcome in the Whitman main service. There is also
a Nitzanim Family Service for those with children under
six years of age, and a Youth Service for 5th–7th graders.
Questions? Please call the office at 301-652-2606.
High Holiday Information  1

ShalOM: Jewish Mindfulness

Sunday, September 9, 10:00 am
at Greenwich Park, 8400 Old Georgetown Road
Pause, take a deep breath,
and lay the groundwork for
truly meaningful and fulfilling
High Holidays. Join Hazzan
Asa Fradkin as he leads “Day
of Awe/some”, a special
outdoor meditation designed
to deepen our connection to
the fall Jewish holidays.

Second Day Sukkot Deli Lunch
Tuesday, September 25, following
the 9:30 am morning service.

Our now-traditional deli lunch
continues this year, thanks to
the ongoing generosity of
David and Jackie Levine.

Erev Simchat Torah

Monday, October 1 , 7:30 pm
The two most fun nights on the Jewish calendar are Simchat Torah and Purim. Join us for
our annual Simchat Torah celebration, including singing and dancing, Torahs for everyone,
Hershey bars, and the Beth El Band.

Library Corner
Celebrating the Birthday of the Universe
By Robin Jacobson

“I speak for the trees, for the trees have no tongues.” among the largest and longest-lived on Earth. Two charac–The Lorax by Dr. Seuss ters camp for nearly a year 200 feet above ground in a giant
redwood (they are trying to save it from being cut down),
According to tradition, Rosh Hashanah is the birthday celand Powers writes lyrically of their growing awareness of the
ebration of Creation. In one rabbinic tale, God takes Adam
spectacularly rich complexity of forest life.
on a tour of the Garden of Eden, proudly
Overstory is informed by scientific studies
pointing out its natural splendors and admonshowing, incredibly, that trees communicate
ishing, “Do not destroy my world...for there is
with each other both through the air and unno one after you to repair it.” Alas, as studies of
derground. For example, when a giraffe starts
pollution and climate change overwhelmingly
chewing acacia leaves, the tree emits a “distress
show, humans have not been the best stewards.
signal” in the form of ethylene gas. NeighborAward-winning author Richard Powers hopes
ing acacia trees start pumping toxins into their
to move us to better care for the Earth, if only
leaves that sicken giraffes. Below ground, trees
to save ourselves from extinction. His latest
send each other water, carbon, and nutrients
novel, The Overstory, aims to deepen readers’
appropriate to each tree’s needs through a vast
appreciation for some familiar, beloved deninetwork of fungal threads buried in the soil.
zens of the natural world – trees. Critics laud
Why did Powers choose to join science with
Overstory as a “Great American Eco-Novel” and
art to create a novel? He could have written a work of nona “sylvan tour de force,” a novel that “remakes the landscape
fiction extolling the contributions of trees to the Earth’s
of environmental fiction.”
well-being, warning of the perils of deforestation, and urging
An Environmental Epic
readers to become environmental activists. One of Overstory’s
Overstory is an ambitious work, structured like a tree into
characters suggests an answer. Psychologist Adam Appich
sections labeled “Roots”, “Trunk”, “Crown”, and “Seeds.”
tells eco-activists, “The best arguments in the world won’t
The “Roots” section introduces nine very different American characters who have each had a profound experience in- change a person’s mind. The only thing that can do that is a
volving a tree. Five of the characters will later meet as radical good story.” For Rosh Hashanah, a holiday celebrating Creation, Overstory is an especially relevant read, a reminder that
environmentalists trying to save the last tracts of America’s
humanity is only one part of Creation. n
old-growth forests in the Pacific Northwest in the 1990s.
Artist Nicholas Hoel is the sole survivor of an Iowan
farm tragedy, the inheritor of a cherished family chestnut
tree and hundreds of photographs taken by generations of
Hoels recording its growth. Engineer Mimi Ma confronts a
tragic death under a mulberry tree planted by her Chinese
immigrant father. Douglas Pavlicek, a Vietnam War soldier,
is saved from death when he falls from his flaming plane
into the branches of a banyan tree. Patricia Westerford, who
is partially deaf, studies trees with her father and grows up
to be a dendrologist, initially mocked by other scientists for
path-breaking research showing that trees communicate.
Other characters include a paraplegic computer game pioneer, an intellectual property lawyer, and a psychologist who
studies human blindness to catastrophes that unfold gradually (like climate change).

The Science of Trees

First Book Chat of the New Year
Shabbat afternoon, October 27, 12:45 pm
(at Beth El, after Kiddush)

Join us for a discussion of The
Patriots by Sana Krasikov. This
gripping novel of family secrets,
idealism, and betrayal begins with
a young American woman immigrating to the Soviet Union
during the 1930s and follows the
generations of her family up to
Putin’s Russia.
For more information, contact Margery London or
Robin Jacobson.

Overstory is a paean to trees – wondrous life forms that are
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Sisterhood
Sisterhood 101
By Sue Kanter

Sisterhood and Zhava provide a rich array of programming, connections and learning experiences for the women
of Beth El. Sisterhood’s events encompass a wide range of
activities, while Zhava’s events are generally oriented to
younger women, but all events are open to anyone who is
interested.
We’ll start the year with “Sangria in the Sukkah” on September 26, where you’ll get a chance to make and renew
acquaintances in the Beth El sukkah. We’re looking forward
to the Community Challah Bake on October 21, when flour
will fly in Bender Social Hall. Ongoing activities include our
popular Rosh Hodesh group, which meets monthly with
Rabbi Mindy Portnoy. Drop in when you can. We also offer
support to women with cancer in our Kesher Nashim group.
We arrange the weekly Shabbat kiddush and support it by
giving “30 Minutes and a Smile” while serving the delicious
food. Play Mah Jongg with us on Tuesdays. Look beyond
Beth El with our Social Action events; we organize activities
on Mitzvah Day and Good Deeds Day among other things.
And we continue to sell our wonderful new cookbook, Eat
In Good Health. It’s now available in an electronic version.
It costs only $36 to join Sisterhood/Zhava, and as a
member you’ll get discounts at events and, more importantly,
belong to an extraordinary community within the Beth El
community – a true Sisterhood for women of all ages and
interests. Check out the Sisterhood/Zhava page on the Beth
El website, www.bethelmc.org/groups/sisterhood, for more
information about how you can join us and join in! n

Cookbook E-Books Now Available
286125 1-1/2” 3R sg

Please sign and return this cover proof.

Once signed and returned, further changes to the
quantity ordered or to the cover cannot be made.

Eat in Good Health, the new Sisterhood/
Zhava cookbook, is now available in an
e-book version. It has the same format,
recipes, notes and classifications as the
hard copy. In addition, you can search
by word or use the table of contents or
index, for that perfect recipe. Holidays,
entertaining, day-to-day cooking – Eat
in Good Health has ideas for every occasion!
Please sign and return this cover proof.

We have proofread this cover and have marked all corrections necessary.
We understand that any errors not marked by us are our responsibility.

❑ Proceed with printing as is
(no corrections)

Customer Signature Here

❑ Make changes as indicated and
proceed with printing

Customer Signature Here

❑ Make changes as indicated and

e-mail additional proof ($10 fee)
Customer Signature Here

The e-book is just $12.99, and is available to anyone, anywhere who has a computer, tablet or smartphone. To buy
it, visit bethelmc.org/ebook.
The hard-cover version is also available for $25.00. Order it
at bethelmc.org/cookbook. B’tayavon!
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UPCOMING SISTERHOOD/ZHAVA EVENTS
Tuesday, September 4, 6:30 pm Mah Jongg
Saturday, September 15, 3:00 pm Zhava Discussion

with Rabbi Rudolph and Gail Fribush, off site
Wednesday, September 26, 7:30 pm Sangria in the
Sukkah
Sunday, September 30, 9:30 am Welcome Coffee

Please join Sisterhood members for an evening of

Sangria in the Sukkah

Wednesday, September 26, 7:30 pm
Join us as we gather to celebrate the harvest holiday,
nosh on refreshments, and
fulfill the mitzvah of eating
in the Beth El sukkah.
RSVP by Friday, September
21, to Margi Kramer and
Wynne Sitrin at
sisterhoodevent@bethelmc.org.

Zhava Shabbat Coffee and Conversation
Saturday, September 15, 3:00-5:00pm
Join Rabbi Rudolph and Gail Fribush for Zhava’s next talk in a series
of lively holiday-season discussions
on parenting, with a focus on how
Jewish values and teachings can be
your parenting ally.
This year’s topic is “Anxiety - Yours,
Mine and Ours: Are there more
reasons than ever for parents and kids to be worried these
days? And if the answer is yes, how can we manage our
anxiety and how can Jewish wisdom help?” Refreshments
will be served. To RSVP and for location information, contact Alicia Goldin.

Attention B’nai Mitzvah Parents and
Engaged Couples
Why not order your b’nai
mitzvah and wedding invitations
online and give back to Beth El?
Sisterhood and Beth El receive
100% of the proceeds. We price
match. Please contact Marilyn
Hammerman.

Sisterhood/Zhava Welcome Coffee
Sunday, September 30, 9:30-11:00 am

“Fall” into Sisterhood! Drop in for coffee,
nosh, and conversation. Learn about
activities planned by Sisterhood and
Zhava.
For more information contact Linda
Fassberg and Linda Herman at
sisterhoodevent@bethelmc.org.

Make a Tallit: Sisterhood Tallit Workshop
Opening Session: Thursday, November 29, 7:00 pm
Group Shopping Trip: Sunday, December 2
Thursday Work Sessions, 7:00-9:00 pm, on
December 6, 13, 20, January 3, 10, 17, and 24
(and January 31, if a snow make-up date is needed)
No cost for Sisterhood/Zhava members
$50 fee for non-members
For questions and to sign-up contact Holly Stein.

Men’s Club
Men’s Club 101
An interview with Jonathan Epstein, president of the Men’s Club.
What is the goal of the Men’s Club? The goal is to
foster spirituality, community, and social action. We do this
through a range of programs, some geared just for men, but
most open to the whole Beth El Community. Men’s Club
has started a number of regular family events such as sorting
food at Manna Food Bank (a great way to get your children
involved in doing community service) and family hikes such
as the one recently led by Adam Pearlman at Great Falls.
What are some of the most popular programs
Men’s Club sponsors? The Montgomery County Executive Candidates Forum back in June was a huge success, with
more than 200 attendees, and the Purim Carnival, chaired
this year by Josh Rosenstein, always draws a huge and boisterous crowd of children. Howard Feibus continues to attract
great speakers for the Sunday speaker series.
What is Men’s Club planning for the fall? We’ve had
some planning and focus groups so look for some pop-up
programs in the fall and winter. Our September activities are
listed in the box on this page.

This year’s Sisterhood Torah Fund Award recipient is
Shoshannah Freilich. She will receive the award at the
Membership Dinner on Sunday, November 4.

Sponsor a Kiddush
Celebrate a special day or remember a loved one by sponsoring a
kiddush on a Shabbat or festival
when there is no bar/bat mitzvah.
Hospitality Kiddush sponsorships
run $361, $464 or $541 depending
on menu and include up to 15 of
your own guests plus the congregation.
Available dates through February 2019 are: September
8, 22, and 24 (first day of Sukkot); October 1 (Shemini
Atzeret) and October 2 (Simchat Torah), November 24,
December 29, and February 9 and 23.
To sponsor a kiddush or to obtain more information and
menus, contact Shoshannah Freilich at least two weeks
prior to the kiddush you wish to sponsor.

UPCOMING MEN’S CLUB EVENTS
Thursday, September 6, 8:30 pm Hearing Men’s Voices.

Ross Bettinger will lead a discussion on “If you had
Godly powers, what would you do to perfect the
world so the Messiah would like to visit?”
Sunday, September 2, 3:30 pm Beer-tasting table at the
Back-to-Shul BBQ
Sunday, September 30 Sukkah Crawl. Look for more
information in the “Week Ahead” email announcements or contact Dan Bender at danieljbender@
gmail.com
Note:The Sunday morning Men’s Club breakfast speaker series will resume in October.

Why should someone get involved with Men’s
Club? While I have been member at Beth El for a number
of years, I wasn’t connected to the shul or the community. It
wasn’t until I got involved with Men’s Club (with a nudge
from Howie Stein) that I started reconnecting to Judaism
spiritually and feeling part of the Beth El community. The
old saying “the more you put in, the more you get out” is
very true. So I encourage people to try an event and get
involved. For more information, reach out to me or our
membership chair, Jeff Spector. n
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The Beth El Family Presents: What I Did On My Summ
Robin Family in Jerusalem

Judy Spector visits with Nancie
and Tasia Tajip in Indonesia

Julia and Gabi at Camp Louise in
Cascade, Md.

Beth El Family Hike, July 29

Bradley/Stein Family in the
Adirondack Mountains
Barbara Friedman’s daughter
Katie and grandkids Miles and
Emma visit her at the lake

Harris Family at Rehoboth Beach

Bo Rider and friends at the Technion SciTech summer program in
Haifa, Israel

Hazzan Fradkin and Sarah in
Naso, Italy
12

Beth El Splash Into Shabbat at
the Bender JCC, July 27

Tiarra Joslyn in County Kerry,
Ireland

mer Vacation
Raskin/Burns Family at Chichen
Itza, Mexico

Rachelle and Naomi Solkowitz at
Camp Ramah Ojai in California

Tali Moscowitz with her sisters in Dingle, Ireland

Donna Saady at the Shore Leave sci-fi
convention in Hunt Valley, Md.
Men’s Club Big Train Baseball
Family Night

Beth El and PJ Library go for
ice cream, August 1

Ethan Bender’s team wins third place
in the Haifa Teen Tech Hackathon in
Haifa, Israel

Josh Frumkin at the Seine River
in Paris, France

Sara Greenbaum with her brothers in
the Catskill Mountains in New York

Adam and Josh at Capital
Camps
13

Israel Needs Us
We Need Israel
During the High Holidays, we repeatedly pray that we
will be inscribed and then sealed in the Book of Life
for a healthy, fulfilling and honorable new year. The text
of the prayer offers a trifecta of prayer, repentance and
charity as the means for achieving that goal. This summer has been especially challenging for Israel and its
relationship to American Jewry. As we prepare for Rosh
Hashanah and Yom Kippur, let us apply this liturgical
formula to our aspirations for a good life for our brothers and sisters in Israel.
PRAY for the safety and well-being of the men,
women, and children, especially those living in the kibbutzim and communities close to the Gaza Strip and
in the Golan Heights. Near Gaza, new weapons of terror, kites and balloons bearing Molotov cocktails, have
joined rockets and tunnels to threaten instantaneous
injury to life and land, creating a psychological climate
of constant attack. In the Golan, Iranian-armed and
-led proxy forces, possessing highly sophisticated weaponry, inch ever closer to Israel. Let us also pray for the
strength, courage, and sound judgment of the Israeli
soldiers, in their late teens and early twenties, who are
responsible for keeping Israelis safe.
REPENT for acts of omission or commission in
the past year as they relate to Israeli society. Have we
responded knowledgeably and effectively to unjust
criticism of Israel? Have we in our own thinking differentiated sufficiently between certain policies of the
current government that concern us and the overarching imperative of preserving the State of Israel as the
homeland for the Jewish people? Have we engaged in
interpersonal communications with our Israeli brothers
and sisters to demonstrate that we care about them?
GIVE CHARITY to provide the financial support
needed by Israel to continue to perfect itself and protect and defend itself. There are hundreds of charitable
and nongovernmental organizations of every political
stripe and mission in Israel, ranging from the Friends of
the Israel Defense Forces to universities and hospitals
to social welfare groups to organizations dedicated to
building a shared society of Jewish and Arab Israelis.
Research them, select one or two right for you and
give tzedakah.
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This Month in Jewish History: September
By Tiarra Joslyn

In 1825, Mordechai Manuel
Noah, a prominent Jewish lay
leader of his time, purchased a
parcel of land on Grand Island in
the Niagara River (near Buffalo,
N.Y.) in the first modern-day
attempt to establish a national
Jewish homeland. He planned to
call the land “Ararat,” after Mount Ararat, the Biblical
resting place of Noah’s Ark. In September of the same
year, Mordechai Noah held a proclamation ceremony
in nearby Buffalo, bringing with him the cornerstone
for the new settlement, which read, “Ararat, a City of
Refuge for the Jews, founded by Mordecai M. Noah
in the Month of Tishri, 5586 (September, 1825) and
in the Fiftieth Year of American Independence.” There
was only one problem: no one came to Ararat. Noah’s
colony held little interest for American Jews already
living in a democratic society with an open frontier and
he couldn’t afford recruiters abroad to attract European
Jewry. Despite this setback, Noah continued to act as
an influential spokesperson for American Jewry, writing
and lecturing on his new idea that a Jewish nation must
be reestablished in the Holy Land. As such, Noah can
be considered a forerunner of modern Zionism.

Israel Media Series

Saturday, September 15, 8:00 pm

Come out and see The Women’s Balcony, a charming,
warm-hearted comedy. Learn what a group of determined Orthodox women can do when faced with a wall of
obstinate men. An accident during a bar mitzvah celebration leads to this gender rift when a new rabbi tries to impose his ultra-traditionalist beliefs. The price is, as always,
only $5 per person with unlimited popcorn, M&Ms, peanuts, and other goodies.

Beth El in Argentina
By Fran and Bob Rubin

In late June, Rabbi Werbin led 22 congregants and his family to Argentina. It was a trip with several parts, including
Jewish Buenos Aires, secular Buenos Aires, and the natural
splendor of Iguazu Falls on the Brazil-Argentina border.
Here are some highlights, not necessarily in chronological
order.

Jewish Buenos Aires

We were all invited to Friday
night services at Amijai, where
Rabbi Werbin’s niece was to
have her bat mitzvah on Shabbat morning. The services were
accompanied by musical instruments including drums, bass, and
accordion. The singing was enthusiastic, with melodies familiar
to us all. After the service, Patricia
and Fabian hosted Friday night
dinner at the shul complete with Israeli-style appetizers,
classic chicken, and, of course, sweets.
On the day we returned from Iguazu Falls in the early
afternoon, Rabbi Werbin sensed the group was seriously

hungry and steered our bus to a mall housing the only kosher McDonald’s outside Israel. We then visited the site of
the former Israeli Embassy that was bombed in 1992. There
is a memorial and three trees are planted – one by Rabbi
Werbin’s brother – as a commemoration.
At the Jewish Museum and
synagogue (Templo Libertad)
we were met by Rabbi Moguilevsky, who has been there since
1958, and who led us on a tour.
The synagogue was founded
in 1862, but the sanctuary was
not completed until 1932. One
of the exhibits was a replica of
the ship that brought Rabbi
Werbin’s family to Buenos Aires,
from where they went on to
help found Moisesville. There
were exhibits about Shabbat and the major holidays, with
ornaments and memorabilia from the early Jewish settlers of
Argentina.
The next day, we visited AMIA, the Asociacion Mutual
continued on page 17

A European Journey Filled with Holy Places
By Sheldon Novek

My wife, Liat, and I were fortunate to travel to Europe in
Lowenstrasse Synagogue in Zurich as well as a visit to Beth
June to sightsee but primarily to visit four of our former
El Synagogue, still active in Casablanca.
Other Holy Spaces
visiting students who have lived with us over the years.
We also visited some non-traditional holy places such as
While there, we visited several places of worship – holy
the Alps, awe-inspiring and
places that mean much not only
breathtaking examples of God’s
to the people who actually go
creative power; the Millau Viathere to pray, but to onlookers
duct, a bridge span in Southern
like ourselves who merely wanted
France that is an engineering
to take a few minutes to admire
and architectural miracle; and the
the artistry, the craftsmanship,
museum devoted to Enzo Ferrathe care, and the love that went
ri and his race cars, holy to many.
into conceiving of, creating, and
And for any foodies in the room,
maintaining these amazing spaces.
we also partook of the revered
These included traditional holy
Swiss chocolate, the hallowed
spaces such as La Sagrada Familia,
balsamic vinegar we saw being
Gaudi’s remarkable church in
aged in an “aceto” in Modena,
Barcelona, the Duomos in both
and what must be divinely inMilan and Ferrara, and the Has- Sheldon and Liat at Beth El Synagogue in
Casablanca
spired parmigiano reggiano at
san II Mosque in Casablanca. And
a tasting at a production plant (called a “caseificio”), also in
although it is not necessarily on the list of iconic religious
Modena. We learned, while touring the plant, that this prodstructures, we also enjoyed Shabbat morning services at the

continued on page 18
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“Pint-Sized” Summer Blood Drive Almost Sets Record
By Jon Simon

The middle of summer is not the ideal time to round up
units each. Inova said this was the second-best drive Beth
blood donors or even volunteers to staff a blood drive.
El has ever had with Inova (we collected 62 units in 2004).
Unfortunately, life-threatening injuries, trauma victims, and
According to Inova, on average, every unit of blood donated
those in need of routine surgeries don’t
saves or extends the lives of three
have the luxury of waiting for donors.
people.
That’s why Inova Blood Services asked
Special thanks to Jack Ventura for
Beth El to host a blood drive on July
signing up donors and to Leslie Dellon
29, with just two weeks’ notice, and
for pulling together all the volunteers
what seemed like an unrealistic “goal”
who help run the drive. Thanks also
of 50 donors. Get 50 donors, in two
to Rabbi Werbin and Peter Novick
weeks, in the middle of the summer?
for their frequent announcements and
Good luck!
encouragement from the bimah and to
But luck is not what makes Beth El
Craig Futterman for his personal appeal
Rob Judson gives the gift of life
such a strong, cohesive and incredibly
for life-saving blood donors. Last, but
responsive community. With a little help from others who
not least, kudos to Sheila Bellack and our wonderful Beth
heard about the drive, we ended up with 61 units of blood
El office staff who pull the strings to coordinate all of the
from 55 registered donors, including five who took the
logistics. n
time to donate “double red,” a donation that counts as two

Interfaith Events
By Jennifer Odintz

Around the Metro Washington area, there are growing efforts to bring Jews and Muslims together to increase understanding and counteract islamophobia and anti-semitism.
When Jews and Muslims spend time together, the experience is beautiful and impactful. Through talking, learning,
sharing food, and volunteering, our fears are diminished and
we are reminded how much our faiths share in common.
And we set a powerful example to the larger community
that it is possible to build bridges and alliances.
Our relationship with the Islamic Education Center
(IEC) in Potomac has been strengthened this year through
joint events held at both the IEC and Beth El. We also volunteered together at A Wider Circle. Additionally, Beth El
clergy and members have actively participated in meetings
and events held by a new local organization, JAMAAT (Jews
and Muslims and Allies Acting Together). On May 6, Beth
El was a co-sponsor of the Jewish-Islamic Dialogue Society
Picnic.
The interfaith plans for the coming year are very exciting, starting with the Beth El Interfaith Sukkot Gathering
and Dinner on September 27, co-sponsored by JAMAAT.
Members of Beth El, IEC and JAMAAT are invited to attend. It will be a lovely opportunity to share a kosher meal
in the sukkah while extending hospitality to guests. Also, be
sure to mark your calendars for three Beth El–IEC community service events that are in the works for the year ahead.
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Jewish-Islamic Dialogue Society Picnic. Photo by Donna Saady

They will take place at A Wider Circle on November 4,
January 13, and April 7 (Good Deeds Day). Please join us for
these upcoming events. If you would like to get involved in
helping to plan interfaith events, contact me. n

Jewish/Muslim Interfaith Gathering
in the Sukkah
Thursday, September 27, 6:00-8:00 pm

Please join us as we welcome our friends from Jews and
Muslims and Allies Acting Together (JAMAAT) and the
Islamic Education Center of Potomac for a kosher dinner
in the Beth El Sukkah.
RSVP is required. RSVP online at www.bethelmc.org/
interfaithsukkah.

BETH EL IN ARGENTINA continued from page 15

Israelita Argentina, which is like a Jewish community center, Jewish Social Services Agency, and Jewish Federation all
rolled into one. A bombing there, on July 18, 1994, killed 85.
We were privileged to be among the first to see a commemorative mural unveiled shortly
after we arrived. There is also an
innovative piece by the renowned
Israeli sculptor,Yaacov Agam,
that, when viewed from different
angles, reveals different symbols of
hope and community. Our “farewell lunch” was at a kosher parilla
(steakhouse), Al Galope.

Secular Buenos Aires

How do you accommodate the
interests of a group in a large cosmopolitan city like Buenos Aires?
You have an excellent guide who takes you to the “must
see” sites, gives an overview of the city, and then gives you
plenty of free time to explore. That is exactly what we did.
We had a private tour of the seat of the executive branch,
Casa Rosada, including Eva Peron’s office and the balcony
where she made her iconic speeches. We toured the major
neighborhoods of Recoleta, Palermo, Retiro, San Telmo, La
Boca, and Puerto Madero (where our hotel was located).
For shopping, there were leather stores, malls, and weekend
craft markets. Italian restaurants, steak, and fish were in abundance and, judging by the “after reports,” all were delicious.
Ice cream, even in the Argentine winter, is special, and we
consumed lots of it.
A cultural highlight was our visit to Teatro Colon, Argentina’s most important theater, designed in classical Italian style.

The main floor has about 670 seats, each with its own grill
under it from which comes either heat or air conditioning.
There is a dome with a space where musicians and singers
can play, creating an illusion of a heavenly choir.
Finally, for the special and unexpected, we went to a polo club
for the day, including a kosher
asado or barbeque. The polo club
was participatory; after watching a polo match, we mounted
a horse and tried our hand (but
only the right hand) at hitting
the ball. A carriage ride was also
available for those less adventurous – or more sane.

Iguazu Falls

Iguazu Falls hosts national parks
in both Brazil and Argentina. We first visited the Brazilian
side, where, on an overcast day, we walked to the Devil’s
Throat Falls and were able to get close enough to experience the falls’ power and beauty. The next day was sunny and
warm, and we saw the Argentine side with walks to the edge
of several of the other named falls. It was very pretty with
the sun forming rainbows over many of the falls. Several of
us took a boat under the falls. Thanks to Rabbi Werbin for
showing us his “hometown” and country.

Footnote

Eight of us did a side trip, arranged by Ken Levine, to Mendoza to immerse ourselves in the wines of Argentina. We
visited seven wineries in three days, in addition to other
sight-seeing. It was winter in Argentina, and we awoke to
snow-covered grass on our last two days. n

On July 9 and 16, Beth
El volunteers spent the
evening sorting food donations at Manna Food
Center in Gaithersburg.
Manna provides food to
about 40,000 people each
year, distributing food to
soup kitchens and emergency shelters in Montgomery
County. The Men's Club
organizes outings to Manna every other month. Children age 10 and older are
welcome to volunteer with
the Beth El team, and SSL
credit is available.

Study with the Rabbis
Each Wednesday
morning, beginning September 26,
Rabbis Harris and
Werbin teach classes open to the congregation. These
weekly classes delve into texts and only
require your curiosity and enthusiasm.
Rabbi Harris
9:30-11:00 am
The 5 Megillot:
Ruth, Esther, and
more

Rabbi Werbin
9:45–11:15 am
Genesis with Rashi
and Pirkei Avot
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EUROPEAN JOURNEY continued from page 15

uct may bear that famous name only if the milk used comes
from one of the dairy farms within certain provinces of this
region of Italy – its very own holy land! We visited La Scala,
the famous opera house in Milan that I know lovers of classical music would consider sacred ground, as might shoppers
at the magnificent Galleria Vittorio Emanuelle only a few
blocks away. Last but certainly not least, we also visited the
church that houses one of the world’s treasures, the wall on
which resides The Last Supper. Its holiness takes on a life of
its own for Christians as well as art lovers around the world.

Are These Holy Spaces?

While taking in these houses of worship, I began to think
about our “holy season” that is rapidly approaching. Several
questions have leapt to mind: What makes a place appropriate to pray? (The prayer rugs in an alcove at the Casablanca
airport inspired that question.) What makes something holy?
Who decides? What else can be holy besides a building and
certain objects?
On the Beth El confirmation class trips to New York
City, we visit Ground Zero and the 9/11 Memorial Museum...is this also a holy space? Is the Statue of Liberty one? Is
the Liberty Bell? What about Devil’s Tower or Crater Lake,
sacred places to many Native American tribes for thousands
of years? Is holiness in the eye (or the prayerbook) of the
beholder? Is holiness purely for the observant, or can some-

Scolnic Institute Fall 2018
The Rabbi Samuel Scolnic Adult Institute, founded in 1977
in memory of Saul Bendit, is one of the leading synagoguebased adult education programs in the Washington, D.C.
area. Now beginning its 41st year, the Institute has received
national and international recognition. The Fall program,
running for six weeks, comprises 11 courses offered Wednesday evenings beginning October 10, and four classes offered
Tuesday mornings, beginning October 9. We are confident
that you will find the courses interesting and informative.

Tuesday Morning Schedule

with refreshment break from 10:50-11:10 am

10:00 - 10:50 am

11:10 am - Noon

Portnoy on “Portnoy”:
Discussing Philip Roth z”l
Rabbi Mindy Avra Portnoy

Prophecy and the End of
Days: Book of Daniel
Gideon Amir

The Yiddish Theatre: Alive and
Well
Hazzan Emeritus Abraham Lubin

Who Wrote the Bible?
Dr. Richard Lederman
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one feel that same level of spirituality without uttering even
one prayer in any particular language? And what about holy
time? Is the time set aside on our calendars as sacred really special? What if we don’t observe it? Does that tree still
make noise in an empty forest?
I’m also pondering what happens when our holidays and
this intense period of spirituality and holiness ends. How
can we sustain that feeling past October 3? I know that I’ll
be fondly recalling our amazing trip, the friends we saw, the
memories we created, and the incredible places, both sacred
and not, that we visited as I begin 5779 and pray for a year
of peace and hope. Let us each find a little bit of holiness in
our lives as well. n

Conversational Hebrew Group
The Beth El Conversational Hebrew
Group begins its fourth year on Tuesday, September 4, 1:30 pm. Meetings
are typically held twice a month, unless there is a conflict with religious
holidays. Come join the fun and
some light conversation – in Hebrew
of course. If you have any questions, please contact Art
Salwin.

Wednesday Night Schedule

with Minyan/refreshment break from 8:20-8:40 pm

7:30 - 8:20 pm

8:40 - 9:30 pm

Mezuzah, Tefilin, and
Sefer Torah
Rabbi Fabián Werbin

Innovative Jewish Thinkers:
Eliezer ben Yehuda
Rabbi Greg Harris

The Yiddish Theatre:
Alive and Well
Hazzan Emeritus Abraham Lubin

Jewish Comedians from the
1940s on
Hazzan Asa Fradkin

Evolution and Cultural
Influences Upon Jewish
Prayer: Liturgical Midrash
Rabbi David Abramson

Jewish Lyricists and the
“Golden Age of American
Popular Song”
Henry Kahn and Andrew Zatman

History of Israel: 1979 to the
Present
Eric Gartman

Portnoy on “Portnoy”:
Discussing Philip Roth z”l
Rabbi Mindy Avra Portnoy

Prophecy and the End of
Days: Book of Daniel
Gideon Amir

Who Wrote the Bible?
Dr. Richard Lederman

Latin American Jewish
Literature
Dr. Saúl Sosnowski

Parent Engagement at the Religious School
By Dafna Silberfeld and Paula Rosenstock, Religious School Committee chairs

The Religious School Committee
is excited to kick off another great
year. One of our main focus areas
will be parent engagement to continue to strengthen the community
that is our Religious School. We
have planned several events, including kindergarten orientation, lower
school grade-specific lunch dates,
and special events to celebrate consecration and the start of the b’nai
mitzvah planning process. We will
also continue to work closely with
the Religious School administration
to support the school and teachers

and serve as liaisons between the
Religious School and the Beth El
community. If you have recommendations for the Religious School
committee or would like to talk
to us further about plans for the
coming year, such as community
building efforts or program ideas,
please reach out to us via email
at BERScommittee@gmail.com.
We look forward to seeing everyone on September 23, the first Sunday of Religious School, when we
will celebrate Sukkot with Build
the Joy! n
Religious School Build the Joy 2017

Beth El Preschool Back in Session
By Sophie Buslik, BEPS parent board chair

BEPS teachers, students, and families
are coming back to school. This year
we welcome 51 new families and four
new teachers. We are delighted to be
growing and look forward to having
them as part of our community.
This summer we were busy making our school even better with several
enhancements to the playground. We
are excited to take our curriculum outdoors and watch our children explore
nature.

Mark your calendars for our Open
Houses this fall – October 17, November 15, and November 27. Be on
the lookout for information about the
many events we have throughout the
year. If you have any questions or inquiries regarding BEPS, please contact
me or vice-chair, Ali Lackey.
We are looking forward to an exciting year filled with learning, friends
and fun! n

Attention Parents of
College Students!
Beth El Preschool
Admission Open Houses
for 2019-2020
Wednesday, October 17, 9:30 am
Thursday, November 15, 9:30 am
Tuesday, November 27, 7:30 pm
Please contact Lynn in the Preschool office for a
reservation or tour at 301-652-8569, ext. 307, or
lpikovsky@bethelmc.org

Looking for a way to keep your college
student connected to Beth El?
Send current email and mailing addresses and name of
school with expected graduation date to
rmunster@bethelmc.org by Friday, September 7, and
your college student will receive regular email messages
from the rabbi and special holiday packages filled with
greetings and goodies.
*IMPORTANT NOTE: To keep our database current, this information needs to be updated each year.
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Selichot: A Night of Learning and Community

Shir El - Beth El’s Adult Choir

Saturday, September 1

First meeting Tuesday, October 9, 7:00 pm

Come prepare for the Yamim Noraim with study, reflection, and music. Clergy from Beth El and Ohr Kodesh will
teach three rotating sessions on the traditions of Selichot
and Rosh HaShanah/Yom Kippur.

Singing isn’t just for youth choirs and Marak Hayom, it’s for
you too. Did you sing in your high school or college choir?
Did you do a cappella? Were you a musical theater person?
We are looking for you!

9:30 pm: Gather in the chapel for an introduction to the
sessions

Shir El performs at special communal celebrations and
services throughout the year and rehearses on Tuesday
or Wednesday evenings on a semi-regular basis. Come
be a part of our wonderful musical culture at Beth El and
feel the power of singing with others, using your voice to
express your Jewish soul. See you at rehearsal! Questions?
Contact Hazzan Asa Fradkin at afradkin@bethelmc.org.

9:45-10:45 pm: Three 20 minute sessions with clergy
from Beth El and Ohr Kodesh
10:45-11:15 pm: Refreshments
11:15 pm: Musical Selichot with Hazzanim Asa Fradkin
and Hinda Labovitz accompanied by Isabel and Eleanor
Aronin on cello

Real Estate Professionals Affinity Group

Wednesday, October 3, time TBA
We will meet for breakfast, networking, and learning.
Thanks to Adam Ducker and RCLCO for hosting (7200 Wisconsin Avenue, Bethesda, 11th Floor). Hazzan Fradkin will
be joining the gathering.
RSVP to Geryl Baer at gbaer@bethelmc.org.

Contributions

Mitzvah Day is Coming!
Mark your calendars for Sunday, October 28, to participate in Beth El’s annual day of community service. A
full list of new and returning projects will be available
on the Beth El website and in the October issue of the
Scroll. All are welcome to participate. For more information or if you have ideas for new projects, contact
Donna Shimshi or Jon Polon.

Please remember that contributions can be made
easily, quickly, and securely via our webpage –
www.bethelmc.org

In Memory Of:

Hazzan Asa Fradkin with our appreciation by Gerald and
Heske Zelermyer
Hazzan Abraham Lubin for receiving the 2018 Award for
Hazzanic Excellence from the Cantors Assembly by Ina and
Joe Young
Harry Cohen-Dumani’s bar mitzvah by Lisa and Daniel
Cohen-Dumani
Jonah Gross’s bar mitzvah by Jonathan and Rebecca Musher
Gross
In Memory Of:
Audrey Meyers by Kevin Meyers
Herbert Liftman by Sharon, Alan, Michelle and Stephanie
Parver
Marsha Raskin, mother of Jackie Raskin-Burns, by Ellen and
David Epstein

Cantor’s Fund

By: Herb and Nancy Rosenthal
In Memory Of:

Donations made from May 25 to July 31

Beth El Forest

In Honor Of:

Sheila Bellack L’Shana Tova by Janet White
In Memory Of:
Herman Dewald by Michele D. Herman
Isadore Hoffman by Abram and Andrea Hoffman
Manuel Rothberg by Janet and Anna White
Michael Shevin by Marilyn, Frans and Michelle ShevinCoetzee
Samuel Greenstein by Abram and Andrea Hoffman
Shirley Rose, mother of Nancy Rose, by The Polis family

Beth El Israel Fund
Bernard Grandis by Goldstein family
Evelyn S. Bender by Daniel Bender
Fortunee Lisbona Schettewi by Donna and Gary Swaim
In Honor Of:

Hazzan Asa Fradkin by Golden Shiur Class
Hazzan Asa Fradkin for his guidance and support for Micah’s
bar mitzvah by Danielle and Joe Wagner
Hazzan Asa Fradkin for making Ryan’s day so special by The
Kulp Family
Hazzan Asa Fradkin, thank you for tutoring Josef Kay for his
bar mitzvah by Jonathan and Eileen Kay
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Chevra Kadisha Fund

Archie Preston, beloved brother, by Sabina Shalom
Claire Betsy Kay, mother of Jonathan Kay, by Jonathan and
Eileen Kay
Ellen Darr’s husband and Melanie Bachrach’s father, David
Darr, by Brenda and Jim Schmand
Johanna Loeb, aunt of Jonathan Kay, by Jonathan and Eileen
Kay
Sadie Mazer by Doug Bregman

Contributions Continued
Crowell Scholarship Fund
In Honor Of:

Ethan Udler becoming a bar mitzvah, by Jen and Josh Udler

General Fund

By: Bruce and Amy Kershner
Horacio and Cinthia Rozanski
In Honor Of:
35th Wedding Anniversary of Mark and Kallie Forman by
Samuel Boxerman and Debra Vodenos
60th Birthday of Mark Forman by Samuel Boxerman and
Debra Vodenos
Aliyah for Josh Barron and Sunitha Cohen by B. J. and L. D.
Barron
Anabel Lilintahl’s baby naming by The Lilintahl Family
Andrei and Lauren Cernea, wonderful children and family, by
Michael Cernea
Beth El Staff by Craig Yokum
Birth of Alan and Deborah Pollack’s grandchild by Samuel
Boxerman and Debra Vodenos
Evelyn Karson for her love and support by Joan and Joel Simon
Rita Kopin for her friendship and generosity to the Cohen
family by Susan Cohen
Jerry Herman’s special birthday by Ellen Tillman
Leni and Jonathan Hirsch’s graduation by Alan and Deborah
Pollack
Michlean Amir by Harriet Gerber
Rita Kopin by Harriet Gerber
Ted Downing and Carmen Garcia-Downing by Michael
Cernea
The birth of Lila Claire, granddaughter of Howard and Tricia
Sachs, by Doug and Brenda Bregman
In Memory Of:
Allen Jacobson by Bucky and Mindi Jacobson
Carole Toledano by Lee and Alicia Shekter
Charles Chernin by Gerald and Fay Chernin
Charlie “Chip” Merlin by Paul and Marcia Merlin
Charlotte Kiell by Lee and Gloria Derkay
Charlotte Preskill by William and Sue Kanter
Daniel Brownfain by Alan Debra Birnkrant
David Darr, father of Melanie Bachrach, by Susan and Brad
Stillman and Esther and Elliot Wilner
David Shapiro, my beloved father, by Yael Greenberg
Doris Kanter, mother of William Kanter, by William and Sue
Kanter
Edith Greenberg by Dr. Judith Greenberg
Edward Schneider by Libby Gordon
Esther Lerner Brenner by Matthew and Sarah Brenner
Esther Sorkin by Lisa Sorkin
Fortunee Schettewi by Julia Copperman and Elliot and Esther
Wilner
George Perlman by Janice Aron and Cindy Paradies and Larry
Moscow
Gerald Libman by Sheryl and David Friedlander
Goldie Bobb, beloved mother, by Howard and Anita Ratain
Hannah Rindskopf by Walter Arnheim and Marsha Rehns
Harry Brenner by Matthew and Sarah Brenner
Howard James Markus, father of Neil Markus, by Joe and
Margie Hoffman
Irving X Burg by Laurie Minerbi
Jacob Paul by Cheryl and Herbert Baraf
Jerome Reed by Terri Plotkin

Joanne Weinberg, beloved wife of Mark Weinberg, by Gary
Auzine and Ellen Katz, Ginger Van Wart, Harry and Judie
Linowes, Jeffrey and Terri Annis, Joe and Margie Hoffman,
John Bailey, Marc and Isobel Leverant, Marc and Robin
Joseph, Mark Levitt and Kay Klass, Steve and Carol Mandel,
Susan G. Freed, Sy and Miffie Nagorsky, Sy and Miffie
Nagorsky, Ellen Tillman, and Lynn Goldin and Henry
Birnkrant
Josue Lerner by Reina Lerner
Leo Lieber by Walter Arnheim and Marsha Rehns
Libby Lovett by Herbert and Cheryl Baraf
Luba Goldenberg by Dora Weinstein
Lynn Kaplan by Lawrence D. Kaplan
Marvin Segal by Debbie Olchyk
Maxine Hoffman by Howard J. Hoffman
Mel Falb, beloved father of Rob Falb, by Ellen Tillman
Michael Stiglitz by Matthew and Susan Stiglitz
Mildred Pernick Schafer by Irwin Pernick
Miriam Helf by Thomas Helf
Monty Horowitz by Dr. Judith Greenberg
Moritz Rindskopf by Walter Arnheim and Marsha Rehns
My beloved Aunt Edith Markus and Uncle Siegbert Markus by
Walter Schimmerling
Nina Catz, my mother, by Charlotte Catz
Oscar Olchyk by Samuel Olchyk
Rachel Rossignelly by Rosine Nussenblatt
Robert Lurensky and Lionel Kuhn by Adam and Harriet Kuhn
Ruth Kirschenbaum by Anne Rosensky
Sarah Kahn, our beloved mother, by Paul and Marcia Merlin
Shirlee K. Weinberg, mother of Mark Weinberg, by Mark
Weinberg Family
Shirley Rose, mother of Nancy Rose, by Joe and Margie
Hoffman and Jeffrey and Terri Annis
Sidney Bloom by Edward and Debra Bloom
Sonia Safrin by Reina Lerner
Stanley Ellberger by Risa, Kenny, Jack and Alex Elias
Yakov Sanovich by Etia Dvorkina

Elaine Silverman Gessow College Connection Fund
In Honor Of:

Sheryl Miller’s birthday by Michael Schoenbaum and Elisa
Rapaport
Wishing a speedy and complete recovery to Annette Goldberg
by Marc and Lisa Michelson
In Memory Of:
Kalman Teglasi by Hedy Teglasi and Saul Golubcow

Green Tikkun Fund
In Honor Of:

Benjamin Kessel by Elana Cohen and Steve Schwartz
In Memory Of:
Leesa Fine, wife of Milan Kubic and mother of Ben Kubic, by
Jack and Stephanie Ventura

Groner Camp Ramah Scholarship Fund
In Honor Of:

Installation of Hazzan Asa Fradkin by Erwin and Leena Groner
Refuah shleimah for Andrea Glazer by Erwin and Leena
Groner
In Memory Of:
David Darr by Erwin and Leena Groner

Interreligious Institute Fund
In Memory Of:

Jacques Amsellem by Morley and Lori Amsellem

21

Contributions Continued
Israel Experience Teen Fund

Mintz Landscaping Fund

Jennifer Sachs’ college graduation from UVA by Howard and
Tricia Sachs
In Memory Of:
Emmanuel Dickler, father of Elliott Dickler, by Phyllis and
Elliott Dickler
Helen Herman by Jerry Herman
Joanne Weinberg, beloved wife of Mark Weinberg, by Rita
Corwin
Nancy Laning by Susan Cohen
Neil Jay Newman by Becky, Aaron, Leora and Lila Leavey
Samuel and Lillian Shapiro by Melvyn Shapiro

Edward Koenig, my beloved husband, by Helena Koenig
Theodore H. Anders by Miriam Anders and Lisa Bronfman

In Honor Of:

Kimball Preschool Fund
In Memory Of:

David Darr, husband of Ellen Darr by Samuel and Debra
Olchyk, Sara Greenbaum and Darryl Sherman, and Rhoda
Barish and Michael Polis and family
Shirley Babbin by Mona Gabry

Leadership/Educational Fund
In Memory Of:

Morris Kohn by Margi and Mark Kramer

Library Fund

In Honor Of:

Ben Kessel’s Bar Mitzvah by Beth Mann
In Memory Of:
Beloved aunt, Belle Diamond, by Dov and Sharon Margolis
Apfel
Evelyn Rosenblum, who loved books and libraries, by Daniel
Rosenblum
Shirley Rose, mother of Nancy Rose, by Robin Jacobson and
Jim Armbruster

Litman Holocaust (Shoah) Education Fund
In Honor Of:

Saul Golubcow and Hedy Teglasi on the birth of their two
grandsons, Nathan Harrison and Ilan Yonah, by Sylvia
Rozines
In Memory Of:
Adele S. Gilbert by Stefanie Gilbert
Alexander Gordon by Annette Moshman
Goldie Gordon by Annette Moshman
Hirsch Robert Liebowitz, beloved father and grandfather, by
Andy Schoenholtz and Janice Liebowitz
Selma Kahn, mother of Fred Kahn, by Fred Kahn

Mazon

In Honor Of:

Borys Gendelman by Craig Yokum
Rabbi Werbin for the Rashi class by Erwin and Leena Groner
In Memory Of:
Boris Ginderov by Marina Ginderova
Doris King, beloved mother, by Bert and Susan King
Howard Dellon by James and Leslie Dellon
Joyce Miller, beloved mother, by Bert and Susan King
Leslie Krausz, my loving father, by Mariette Klein
Maria Samakovlija by Paola Samakovlija-Bolasny

Men’s Club Donations
In Memory Of:

Meyer Levine, father of Ken Levine, by Ken Levine and Diana
Huffman
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In Memory Of:

Morning Minyan Fund

By: Herb and Nancy Rosenthal
In Honor Of:

A speedy recovery for Ricardo Munster by Shirley Levine and
Susan and Steve Levinson
Peter Novick’s early Shabbat service by Craig Yokum
In Memory Of:
Ben Kalser, my dear husband, by Sarah Kalser
Carolyn Chinn, beloved niece, by Sarah Kalser
Charles Margulies, my father, by David H. Margulies
Chinka Gendelman, my mother, by Borys Gendelman
Cy Nisenfeld by Dena Forster
Dora Gendelman by Borys Gendelman
Elizabeth Lerman by Allen H. and Barbara C. Lerman
Jerome Jacobs by Shirley Levine
Joanne Weinberg by Philip and Hope Borish
Joseph Forster by Stanley and Dena Forster
Leon Imas by Marta Wassertzug
Maurice Brown, beloved brother, by Irvin and Rita Weiss
Rabbi Hershel Portnoy by Aryeh Portnoy
Richard Arnheim by Walter Arnheim and Marsha Rehns
Samuel Berger, my beloved father-in-law, by Audrey Berger
Sheldon Geller, my father, by Suzanne Strauss

Prayer Book Fund Contribution
In Memory Of:

Lawrence Chaikin by Adam Chaikin

Rabbi’s Fund

In Honor Of:

Rabbi Harris by Richard and Lois Janger
Rabbi Harris for officiating at the funeral of Howard Markus
by The Markus Family
Rabbi Harris for making Ryan’s bar mitzvah so special by The
Kulp Family
Rabbi Harris for officiating at Ellie Morrison’s Bat Mitzvah by
Alan and Jennifer Morrison
Camp Werbin in Argentina and Iguazu Falls -what an amazing
trip! Todah rabbah! by The Slotnik Family
Rabbi Fabián Werbin for your friendship and support, and
for officiating at Jonah Gross’s bar mitzvah by Jonathan and
Rebecca Musher Gross
Rabbi Werbin and family by Zev Elias
Rabbi Werbin becoming a U.S. citizen by Tom Plotz
Rabbi Werbin for his wonderful support and guidance for
Micah’s bar mitzvah by Danielle and Joe Wagner
Rabbi Werbin for leading a great trip to Argentina by Jerry
and Pat Danoff, Judith Marcus, Ann Barcome, and Paul and
Marcia Greenbaum
Rabbi Werbin for leading an unveiling by Eric Schlesinger
Rabbi Werbin for making Ryan’s bar mitzvah so special by The
Kulp Family
Rabbi Werbin’s Rashi class by Tricia Sachs
Rabbi Werbin and Beth El for the 3 months spent here by
Gerald and Heske Zelermyer
Rabbi Rudolph for his help and support following the death
of our beloved mother, grandmother, and great-grandmother,
Fortunee Schettewi, by Boyd and Evelyne Steward

Contributions Continued
Aryeh Portnoy for being the gabbai at Ellie Morrison’s bat
mitzvah by Alan and Jennifer Morrison
Rabbi Werbin for officiating Harry Cohen-Dumani’s bar
mitzvah by Lisa and Daniel Cohen-Dumani
Judy Spector’s special birthday by Bert Spector
In Memory Of:
Aaron Marcus by Judith Marcus
Beloved aunts, Libbie and Rose Diamond, by Dov and Sharon
Margolis Apfel
Beloved grandmother, Lillian Diamond, by Dov and Sharon
Margolis Apfel
David Darr by Anne Rosensky
Ben and Elly Papirmeister by James Papirmeister and Sherry
Dauerman
Etta Posilkin by Robert and Linda Posilkin
Evelyn Popper by Helen and Arthur Popper
Isadore Robinson by Elliot Robinson
Isidor Eule by Norman Eule
Joanne Pernick by Irwin Pernick
Joanne Weinberg by Ruth and Alan Vinitsky
Leesa Fine, my fellow Hebrew teacher, by Yael Greenberg
Louis Schimel by Barry Schimel
Marian L. Shaff by Diane and Kenneth Feinberg
Max Wernick, my beloved father,by Jerome Wernick
Michael Gordin by Stephen and Andrea Cohen
Naomi Haber by Marce Haber
Ronald Smith by Libby Gordon
Ruth Feinberg Connors by Kenneth and Dede Feinberg
Selma Zorowitz by Elizabeth and Richard Zorowitz
Shari Schlesinger, my dear wife, by Eric Schlesinger
Sheldon Krubiner, my father, by Jane Berardi
Shepard S. Shaff by Diane and Kenneth Feinberg
Theodore Anders, a neighbor and pediatrician for our children,
by Rosalie Sporn
William Klein by Nanci Sundel

Refugee Fund

In Honor Of:

Bar mitzvah of Jonah Gross by Elana Cohen and Steve
Schwartz, James Gabriel and Ellen Rosenthal, Brad Hunter
and Family, Lauren Katz, and Joel, Hannah, Mia, and Gil
Rubenstein, Sheryl, Lee, Lindsey and Amanda Miller,
Elliot and Evonne Schnitzer, Ted and Mira Mordfin, Uma
Jayaraman and Devala Janardan, Bob and Rona Rosenthal,
Dick and Sandy Pollen, Jerome and Anna Blask and Family,
The Malkus Family, Miriam Eisenstein and Carol Stern, and
Ruth, Seth, and C.J.Strudler

Scolnic Adult Institute Fund
In Memory Of:

Arnold Marcus by Judith Marcus
Jean Abromowitz by Ellen and Steve Bezner
Ross Gottfried by Judy Marcus

Senior Caucus Fund
In Honor Of:

Charlotte Kusher Liftman by Sharon, Alan, Michelle and
Stephanie Parver
Ricardo Munster by Sarah Kalser
Rona Moscow by Karen and Andrew Auerbach

Simos Music Fund
In Memory Of:

Sydney Staffin, my beloved father, by Debbie Glick

Sisterhood Kesher Nashim Fund
In Memory Of:

Mildred Vinas by Ed and Debra Bloom
Sonja Schultz, beloved wife, by David Schultz

Sisterhood Kiddush Fund
In Honor Of:

Bunny Rosenstock’s 95th birthday by Margy Nurik
Sue Kanter with congratulations and good luck on your
Sisterhood presidency by Judy Marcus
In Memory Of:
Joanne Weinberg by Howard and Tricia Sachs, Rabbi Harris’s
Parsha Class, and the Beth El Mah Jongg Sisters

Sisterhood Shiva Meal Fund
In Memory Of:

Gilbert Spiegel by Barbara Friedman
Ida Friedman by Barry Friedman
Joanne Weinberg by Bob Abramson and Rachelle Bernstecker,
Margi and Mark Kramer, Roy Niedermayer and Gail Ross,
and Sarah Kalser
Lee Krongold, mother of Sheryl Isaacs, by Howard and Tricia
Sachs
Leesa Fine by Bob Abramson and Rachelle Bernstecker
Randi Mandler Gould by Bert and Susan King
Shirley Rose, mother of Nancy Rose, by Howard and Tricia
Sachs

Sisterhood Silver Fund
In Memory Of:

Samuel David Kramer by Margi and Mark Kramer

Social Action Fund
In Honor Of:

Carol’s birthday and aliyah by Carol and Kerry Reynolds
In Memory Of:
Joanne Weinberg, beloved wife of Mark Weinberg, by Bert
and Susan King, Jerry and Michele Salzman, and Walter and
Dorothy Friedel

Sorkin Confirmation Israel Fund
In Memory Of:

Arthur Wiener by Steve and Michele Friedman
William Klein by The Powers Family

Suls Youth Activities
In Memory Of:

Adolph W. Schlesinger, my dear father, by Eric Schlesinger
Joanne Weinberg by Alan Golden and Nancy Grunley
Zavel Sandler by Esther Liss

Elaine Tanenbaum Religious School Enrichment Fund
In Memory Of:

J. Michael Schwartz by Robert Deckelbaum
My father, Louis Deckelbaum, by Robert Deckelbaum
Tessie Tanenbaum by Herbert Tanenbaum

Transportation Fund

By: Herb and Nancy Rosenthal
In Honor Of:

In appreciation of Arthur and Marianne Rosen’s friendship and
generosity by Susan Cohen
Sarah Kalser moving into a new apartment by Mary Dubrow
In Memory Of:
Eve LeVine, my beloved sister, by Mary Dubrow
Fortunee Schettewi by Susan Cohen
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While we know you’ll want to read every word in this issue of the Scroll, when you’re finished, please recycle it.

Bulletin Board
Mazal Tov to

Carl Leventhal on his milestone birthday
Tricia and Howard Sachs on the birth of their granddaughter,
Lila Claire Brody. Proud parents are Rachel and Benjamin
Brody.
Joan and Joel Simon on the birth of their grandson, Gabriel
Platt Simon. Proud parents are Danny Simon and Lisa
Yanni.
Ginger and Bob Teitel on the birth of their grandson, Samuel
Randolph Zarin. Proud parents are Jason and Miriam Teitel
Zarin.
Rabbi Gerald and Heske Zelermyer on the occasion of their
44th wedding anniversary.

Condolences to

Ellen Darr and Melanie and David Bachrach on the death of
Ellen’s husband and Melanie’s father, David Darr, grandfather of
Joshua and Adam Bachrach
Sheryl and Robert Isaacs on the death of Sheryl’s mother,
Lee Krongold, grandmother of Anna, Michelle and David
Isaacs.
Milan Kubic on the death of his wife, Leesa Fine, mother of Ben
Kubic
Beverly and Richard Rudman on the death of Beverly’s father,
Julian Reitman, grandfather of Amanda and Ezra Rudman
Evelyne and Boyd Steward on the death of Evelyne’s mother,
Fortunee (Toni) Schettewi

Send submissions to the Scroll to scroll@bethelmc.org
Nanci and Gary Sundel on the death of Nanci’s father, William
(Bill) Klein, grandfather of Maya and Ethan Sundel

Noteworthy

Roundtable with the Rabbi, Wednesday, September 5, 2:00
pm. Join us to celebrate September birthdays (yours and those of
others) with desserts, coffee, and a discussion led by Rabbi Harris.
Birthday celebrants receive a special invitation, but all are welcome
each month.
Senior Caucus Brown Bag Lunch, Thursday, September
6, noon. Come and socialize with your friends and enjoy
refreshments and dessert.
Senior Caucus Luncheon program. Due to the High Holidays,
there will be no Senior Caucus luncheon in September.
Bridge – the greatest game ever! Due to the High Holidays,
we will meet to play bridge only on Thursday, September 6 and
27, from noon to 3:00 pm. Drop in and join a game; no partner
necessary. For information or transportation, contact Ricardo
Munster at 301-652-2606, ext. 316, or rmunster@bethelmc.org.

Find Beth El on Social Media

Instagram

fb.me/congregation.beth.el

twitter.com/bethelmoco

instagram.com/bethelmoco

youtube.com/bethelmc

